T H R E A D S ...
From the First Presbyterian Church of Canby
April 2021 Newsletter
Easter Message from the Heart of a Child
The account is told of a twelve-year old boy named Jeremy who was born with a
twisted body, and at age twelve, was still in second grade, seemingly unable to
learn.
One Spring day, Jeremy’s teacher told the class the story of Jesus’ resurrection.
To emphasize the idea of new life springing forth, she gave each of the children a
large plastic egg and told them to bring it back the next day with something
inside that showed new life.
The next morning, nineteen children came to school laughing and talking as they
placed their eggs in the large wicker basket on the teacher’s desk. When it was
time to open the eggs, the teacher found a flower in the first one and commented
on how a flower is certainly a sign of new life. Another egg contained a plastic
butterfly, and again the teacher affirmed that as a caterpillar changes and grows
into a beautiful butterfly- that, too, is a sign of new life. Inside another egg was a
rock with moss growing on it and again the teacher agreed that it, too, showed
life. Then the teacher opened a fourth egg and found it empty. She assumed
immediately that it was Jeremy’s and she thought he had not understood the
instructions. Since she did not want to embarrass him, she quietly set the egg
aside and reached for another. Suddenly, Jeremy spoke up and asked, “Aren’t you
going to talk about my egg?” Flustered, the teacher replied, “But Jeremy- your
egg is empty!” Jeremy looked into her eyes and said, “Yes, but Jesus’ tomb was
empty, too!”
Once again, a message from a child- a child for whom there were few
expectations. But Jeremy was a child who knew the most awesome example of
new life- that of the empty tomb! May we see and feel the wondrous message of
the empty tomb with the trusting openness of a child. Praise God for the gift
beyond compare- eternal life!

If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree,
please reach out to Kathy Merrill by phone or email. Thank You.
Email: krmerrill49@yahoo.com Phone: (507) 829-7709

Stay Connected:
Church Website: www.fpccanby.org — Church Email: fpccanby@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook!

First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30am
Facebook Premier Video upload available for at-home viewing Sunday at 1pm.
•

•

Memorial Gift Suggestions
If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian
Church, the following categories are suggested:
•

Building Improvements
•

• Electronic Equipment

Landscaping • Mission Projects • Library
•

Undesignated • Music

In-person and Facebook Worship
We have resumed in-person worship services on Sunday Mornings at 9:30am.
Mask wearing is still required at this time and please continue to practice social distancing.
We will continue to upload services via Facebook Premier Video for at home viewers. This is
scheduled to upload Sunday at 1pm.

Tithes and Offerings
If you are not joining us in person we kindly ask that you mail in your tithes and
offerings to the church. (311 Saint Olaf Avenue N, Canby, Minnesota 56220)

First Presbyterian Church
311 Saint Olaf Avenue N
Canby, Minnesota 56220
www.fpccanby.org

507-223-5148

fpccanby@gmail.com
Prayer Tree– Notify Kathy Merrill by
email: krmerrill49@yahoo.com
phone: (507) 829-7709

Lectors
April 4April 11April 18April 25-

Marge Frazeur
Kathy Merrill
Betty Rehn
Marge Frazeur

Pulpit Supply
April 1April 4April 11April 18April 25-

Karen Houtman (Maundy Thursday)
Karen Houtman (Easter Sunday)
Stan Menning
Stan Menning
Karen Houtman

Bulletin Delivery
April 4April 11April 18April 25-

Kathy Merrill
Jody Olson
Erica Arends
Chuck Houtman

Pastoral Needs– Notify Karen Houtman by
email: choutman@frontiernet.net
phone: (507) 223-5331
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Flower Care
Marge Frazeur

Church Events This Month
Thurs. Apr. 1 @ 7pm
Fri. Apr. 2 @ 7pm

Maundy Thursday Worship
Good Friday Worship
(Our Savior's Lutheran Church)

Sun. Apr. 4, 9:30am

Easter Sunday Service

Wed. Apr. 7, 1pm

Deacon Meeting (in person)

Thurs. Apr. 8, 630pm

Finance/Property Meeting

Tues. Apr. 13, 1030am

Meeting of Session Members

Wed. Apr. 21, 1pm

Session Meeting

Sun. Apr. 25, 930am
Ordination and Installation of
Elders & Deacons during worship. Following worship,
Congregational Meeting (tentative) agenda will be a
discussion and action on issues related with the Manse.

April 1–
April 6–
April 17–
April 18–
April 20–

Patty Gubrud
Reid Merrill
Kathryn Groenhoff
Krystle Thovson
Nathaniel Rehn
Brad Rhea
Chery Melby Barbalace

April 25- Donna & Wayne Monke

Palm Sunday- March 28- Stan Menning will lead Worship
Maundy Thursday- April 1- 7:00PM worship with Communion
Good Friday- April 2- 7:00PM worship at Our Savior’s Lutheran
Easter Sunday- April 4- Karen Houtman will lead Worship

Let’s talk about Easter for a moment. If you’ve ever noticed, once Easter is over.. The bunny leaves too. You’ll
also notice how no one hangs out with the Easter Bunny; he leaves decorative eggs and baskets full of
chocolates and candies and away he goes.
Jesus, on the other hand, is there for you. Always, not just for one day. He doesn't sneak around trying not to
be seen. Instead, he wants a place in our hearts and lives, he wants to talk you through all the trials you face.
He wants to be there in both the good and bad times.
This Easter, don’t just focus on the eggs, candies, and Easter Bunny, but remember why it is we celebrate
Easter.

He is Risen! Hallelujah!
He has broken the power of sin over us. He desires to know you and be known by you!

Has God called you to a tough assignment? Do you look for a way out? You are
in very good company.

You're going to slip. You're going to fall down. Jesus is your guide. He’s been
there, been through it, and he will see you through it.

Session Synopsis– March 24, 2021
Income for February was less than expenses by a minus $2,803.25. Income was less than expenses
year to date by a minus $3,715.25. $4,053.75 was paid for second quarter property insurance. A $500
grant was received from Minnesota Valleys Presbytery for the projector. There were no other unusual income or expenses.
*Our Moderator, Rev. Anne Veldhuisen reminded the Session of a survey on the Presbytery website.
*Clerk’s Report-Approved the baptism of Korbyn Groenhoff on Pentecost (Sunday, May 23rd). The Interim
Presbytery Executive will lead worship that day and conduct the baptism.
-Affirmed approval given at the February Session meeting to participate in the U.S. Congregational
Vitality Survey process at a cost of $200.
-Appointed Carol Tobin as Chair for the 2021 Nominating Committee.
-Took tentative action to call a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, April 25. The agenda will be:
discussion and action on the manse. Presbytery will be contacted to help in finding a Moderator for
that meeting.
-Session agreed to set the date of Tuesday, April 13 to meet for the purpose of reviewing answers
received for the Critical Questions and work on the Presbytery Sustainability Assessment. This
process will assist in development of details related to our search for future pastoral leadership.
*Property/Finance Report-On March 13, approximately one hundred unused chairs downstairs were donated to The
Connection and Antelope Hills Christian Church.
-The lock on the front door of the church has been changed and new keys distributed.
*Christian Education/Outreach-Plans are underway to register for Clearwater Camp August 1-7. Currently, there are five young
people planning to attend. The 2020 camp was cancelled and funds already paid were held by the
camp and will be used this year.
-Consideration is underway regarding Sunday School during worship.
*Next meeting will be held Wednesday, April 21 at 1PM.

First Presbyterian Church of Canby MN
Income/Expenses
February 2021

If you have not yet paid
your Per Capita, please
do so soon. Fee is $43.00
per person.
Critical Questions are still being
reviewed, if you have not submitted your
answers to Karen Houtman, it is not too
late. Please be sure to get them sent over to
her before April 13th.
Questions can be found in the March newsletter

Dear Church Friends,
Thank you for the birthday cards and greetings
sent for my 90th birthday!
I appreciate each of you, your friendship, and care.
Thank you for making this birthday a special one.
Blessings,
Jody Olson

