THREADS...
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Two weeks ago, the Session met with the Rev. Anna Williamson, pastor at Renville, to officially begin the process of
determining future pastoral needs for our congregation. In the upcoming weeks, you will continue to hear more about
what that means as well as be asked to contribute your thoughts and ideas. We sincerely hope the congregation will
keep the Session in daily prayer as well as be willing to help with the process.
Current times require the Session to be a bit more creative involving all members in this new process. Ordinarily, we
would have made arrangements to meet together or in small groups to discuss the important questions before us.
Since, that is not possible right now, we will be proposing questions- “Critical Questions” in bulletins, newsletters and
mailing in the upcoming weeks. The first two of such questions can be found in this issue of the “Threads” Newsletter.
We hope you will think about the questions, discuss them with others when you can and then get responses to us via
email (choutman@frontiernet.net) or phone (223-5331) or you can mail them to: Karen Houtman 714 Ring Ave. Canby.
Another issue requiring creativity by the Session is the election of new officers. In this issue of the “Threads” there is a
listing of the folks who are being nominated for Elder, Deacon, and Nominating Committee for 2021. Again, ordinarily we
would have held a congregational meeting and elected these folks typically following a worship service. Since that is not
workable, we are asking that you send us your vote (yes or no) by February 5 via email (choutman@frontiernet.net) or
phone (223-5331) or mail to Karen Houtman 714 Ring Ave. Canby, MN. Also, if you wish to make additional
nominations, feel free to do so. They will be received and voted on appropriately.
Other decisions are underway:
1.) First of all, each month the Session has been evaluating if we should open our Worship Services back up to
in-person rather than via Facebook. An email discussion will be done on February 3 to seriously consider opening for
Ash Wednesday service. STAY TUNED!! We will relay that decision as soon as possible.
2.) Session has also been discussing the possible options regarding the manse. Should we keep it, should it be rented,
should it be sold are some of the options under consideration. With the Covid-19 virus impacting how we do things,
however, we are anxious to have an open discussion with congregation members. Once we figure out how to make
certain we hear as many voices as possible, that information will be distributed. STAY TUNED!
As we soon enter the Season of Lent, please keep our church, its members and future decisions in your prayers. God
does have a plan for us…prayer will open our hearts to hear it.

Protection Prayer
The light of God surrounds me.
The love of God enfolds me.
The power of God protects me.
The presence of God watches over me.
The mind of God guides me.
The life of God flows through me.
The laws of God direct me.
The power of God abides within me.
The joy of God uplifts me.
The strength of God renews me.
The beauty of God inspires me.
Wherever I am, God is!!!
— James Freeman

Help Wanted
Critical Questions1. What do you feel our First Presbyterian Church has to offer that
the world can’t live without?
2. What do you feel sets First Presbyterian Church apart from
churches of other denominations in our Canby community?
Election of New OfficersThis slate of officers is being nominated for the following roles:
Elders:
• Carol Tobin, Sherry Nelson- 3 year terms
• Keith Rehn, Doug Frazeur- 2 year terms
Deacons:
• Kathryn Groenhoff, Erica Arends- 3 year term
• Patty Gubrud- 2 year term
Nominating Committee- representing the congregation:
• Marcia Gingles, Reid Merrill, Betty Rehn
Members of the congregation are asked to vote via email
(choutman@frontiernet.net) or phone (223-5331) no later than Friday, February 5th.
Please note that if you wish to nominate others than those listed above, feel free to
do so using email or phone. Names of additional nominees will be sent out so voting
can be done.
PerCapita- $43.00 per person for 2021
$28.52- supports the work of the Presbytery of Minnesota Valleys
$ 5.50- supports the work of the Synod of Lakes and Prairies
$ 8.98- supports the work of the General Assembly
$43.00- total for 2021
Per Capita is “the tie that binds” uniting our Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. As part of the 9,304 Presbyterian
Churches and 1,415,053 members in those churches across the United States, we contribute in our small, but
important way to the work of the entire church. Individually, we can do little- but together great work and
ministry is accomplished. Per Capita is how Presbyterians mutually and equitably share the costs of the work
of the church. Please mail or drop off your Per Capita offering to/at the church.

If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree,
please reach out to Kathy Merrill by phone or email. Thank You.
Email: krmerrill49@yahoo.com Phone: (507) 829-7709

Stay Connected:
Church Website: www.fpccanby.org — Church Email: fpccanby@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook!
•

First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30am (Currently Facebook Only)
• Facebook Premier Video upload available for at-home viewing.
Memorial Gift Suggestions
If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian
Church, the following categories are suggested:
•

Building Improvements
•

• Electronic Equipment

Landscaping • Mission Projects • Library
•

Undesignated • Music

In-person and Facebook Worship
We will continue to record services Fridays at 2pm and broadcast Sunday mornings at 930am.
If you prefer to be able to worship in person, you may attend the Friday recording at 2pm.
If you choose to come for in-person worship, you are required to wear a mask and maintain
social distancing.
If you have any questions, please contact Karen Houtman by email: choutman@frontiernet.net

Tithes and Offerings
If you are not joining us in person we kindly ask that you mail in your tithes and
offerings to the church. (311 Saint Olaf Avenue N, Canby, Minnesota 56220)

First Presbyterian Church
311 Saint Olaf Avenue N
Canby, Minnesota 56220
www.fpccanby.org

507-223-5148

fpccanby@gmail.com

Lectors
Feb.7
Feb.14
Feb.21
Feb.28

Marge Frazeur
Betty Rehn
Marge Frazeur
Kathy Merrill

Pulpit Supply
Feb. 7
Feb.14
Feb. 17
Feb. 21
Feb.28

Karen Houtman
Stan Menning
Karen Houtman (Ash Wednesday)
Karen Houtman
Stan Menning

Bulletin Delivery
Feb. 7
Feb.14
Feb. 21
Feb.28

Jody Olson
Patty Gubrud
Kathryn Groenhoff
Kathy Merrill

Flower Care
Barb Vanstrom

Prayer Tree– Notify Kathy Merrill by
email: krmerrill49@yahoo.com
phone: (507) 829-7709
Pastoral Needs– Notify Karen Houtman by
email: choutman@frontiernet.net
phone: (507) 223-5331

Church Events This Month
Thurs. Feb. 4, 6:30pm

Finance/Property Committee

Wed. Feb. 17, 1:00pm

Session Meeting via Zoom

Wed. Feb. 17, 1:00pm

Ash Wednesday Service

February 10- Barb Vanstrom
February 12- Betty Rehn
February 13- Allen Maldonado

Lent 2021 Resource

“The Way to Shalom” A Lenten Journey to Peace and Wholeness
Located online at: www.presbyterianmission.org/ministeries/today/Lent2021

The Bible states that love is greater than both faith and hope. We couldn't live our lives without faith
or hope: without faith, we cannot know the God of love; without hope, we would not endure in our
faith until we meet him face to face. But in spite of the importance of faith and hope, love is even
more crucial.
Why is love the greatest?
Because without love, the Bible teaches there can be no redemption. In Scripture we learn that God
is love (1 John 4:8) and that he sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to die for us — a supreme act of
sacrificial love. Love is what motivated God the Father to send His only Son to die for us. Thus, love
is the virtue upon which all Christian faith and hope now stand.
For the believer, love is the foundation for every good thing in our lives. Without love, nothing else
matters.

Do we believe God speaks to us? Absolutely, sometimes even audibly. He can also speak
to us in our dreams, through other people, even through film and song. Obviously he
speaks to us in nature.
“Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea.
Chanting bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee.”
(-Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee)

But if you want to know what is on Gods heart. We should read the word. We are neglectful in this. Lets change that. –RadioFreeBabylon

Session Synopsis– January 20, 2021

The Session welcomed the Rev. Anne Veldhuisen, pastor at Christ United in Marshall, as our
moderator.
Income less than expenses for December, 2020 was a minus $7,887.98. Income less than expenses
for entire year 2020 was a minus $26,452.85. $1,230 was spent on rewaxing the Fellowship Hal floor.
$3,999.99 was spent on a new projector. $4,053.75 was paid for property insurance. $500 for
General Mission and $250 for Christmas Joy offering was sent to the Presbytery.
*Personnel Report-Approval was given to pay Karen Houtman for number of Worship Services each month rather than
by the week.
*Steering Committee-Action was taken to authorize Carol Tobin, Sherry Nelson, Keith Rehn and Doug Frazeur to
temporarily serve as Elders with all rights of voice and vote. Action was taken to authorize Patty
Gubrud, Kathryn Groenhoff, and Erica Arends to temporarily serve as Deacons with all rights of voice
and vote. Authorizations are active until such time as ordinations and installations can safely take
place in person.
- Election of new officers will take place via email, mailing and the newsletter with members
requested to respond by February 5. Nominees are: Elders- Carol Tobin, Sherry Nelson, Keith Rehn
and Doug Frazeur. Deacons are: Kathryn Groenhoff, Erica Arends, Patty Gubrud.
- In place of the usual Annual Report booklet, critical reports will be distributed by mail or email.
- Approval was given to Stan Menning and Karen Houtman as Pulpit Supply as long as needed.
*Clerk’s Report-Approved the following as Personnel members for 2021:
Karen Houtman- Chair; Carol Tobin-Vice-Chair/Chair Elect; Pat Gubrud- Deacon Representative; Betty
Rehn- At Large member.
*Deacon’s Report-Actions taken at their January 13, 2021 meeting were reported.
*Property/Finance Report- Arrangements have been made for snow blowing at both the church and the manse.
- A thorough cleaning of the manse is complete.
- Arrangements are being made to donate the extra chairs in the basement to Antelope Hills Christian
Church.
*Old Business-Discussion continues regarding opening church for Sunday morning in-person worship. Session will
evaluate Wednesday, February 3rd.

First Presbyterian Church of Canby MN
Income/Expenses
December 2020

