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Once again, we stand on the threshold of a New Year in our lives. With “2020 vision” we will likely all
agree- this past year has been very different and often a constant challenge to retain some sense of
normalcy. Our human selves do NOT like change!! It is with confidence in God’s promises that we can
look forward to future days of joy and hope. The weeks of Advent and Christmas reminded me over and
over how important it is to keep clearly focused. It is so easy to only feel a comfort in the familiar
account of Jesus birth. However, if that is our only focus, the landing can be hard and depressing when
those words are no longer heard. We are blessed to know and trust the promises of God. Christmas is
not the only story or the end of the story. Being guided by Jesus’ life as found in the Bible, following Him
all the way through to the cross and resurrection on Easter morning, we can open our hearts and lives
to the true joy of the promise of eternal life. What a gift!!
A poem by Ann Weems says it well:
The Cross in the Manger
If there is no cross in the manger, there is no Christmas.
If the Babe doesn’t become the Adult, there is no Bethlehem star.
If there is no commitment in us, there are no Wise Men searching.
If we offer no cup of cold water, there is no gold, frankincense or myrrh.
If there is no praising God’s name, there are no angels singing.
If there is no spirit of alleluia, there are no shepherds watching.
If there is no standing up, speaking out, no risk, there is no Herod, no flight into Egypt.
If there is no room in our inn, then “Merry Christmas” mocks the Christ Child,
And the Holy Family is just a holiday card, and God will loathe our feasts and festivals.
For if there is no reconciliation, we cannot call Christ, “Prince of Peace.”
If there is no goodwill toward others, it can all be packed away in boxes for another year.
If there is no forgiveness in us, there is no cause for celebration.
If we cannot go now even unto Golgotha, there is no Christmas in us.
If Christmas is not NOW, if Christ is not born into the everyday present, then what is all
the NOISE about?
-Ann Weems

If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree,
please reach out to Kathy Merrill by phone or email. Thank You.
Email: krmerrill49@yahoo.com Phone: (507) 829-7709

Stay Connected:
Church Website: www.fpccanby.org — Church Email: fpccanby@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook!

First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30am (Facebook Only)
Facebook Premier Video upload available for at-home viewing.
•

•

Memorial Gift Suggestions
If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian
Church, the following categories are suggested:
•

Building Improvements
•

• Electronic Equipment

Landscaping • Mission Projects • Library
•

Undesignated • Music

In-person and Facebook Worship
We will continue to record services Fridays at 2pm and broadcast Sunday mornings at 930am.
If you prefer to be able to worship in person, you may attend the Friday recording at 2pm.
If you choose to come for in-person worship, you are required to wear a mask and maintain
social distancing.
If you have any questions, please contact Karen Houtman by email: choutman@frontiernet.net

Tithes and Offerings
If you are not joining us in person we kindly ask that you mail in your tithes and
offerings to the church. (311 Saint Olaf Avenue N, Canby, Minnesota 56220)

First Presbyterian Church
311 Saint Olaf Avenue N
Canby, Minnesota 56220
www.fpccanby.org

507-223-5148

fpccanby@gmail.com

Lectors
Jan. 3
Jan. 10
Jan. 17
Jan. 24
Jan. 31

Patty Gubrud
Marge Frazeur
Gerry Gingles
Marge Frazeur
Kathy Merrill

Pulpit Supply
Jan. 3
Jan. 10
Jan. 17
Jan. 24
Jan. 31

Stan Menning
Karen Houtman
Stan Menning
Karen Houtman
Stan Menning

Bulletin Delivery
Jan. 3
Jan.10
Jan. 17
Jan. 24
Jan. 31

Jody Olson
Chuck Houtman
Kathy Merrill
Patty Gubrud
Kathy Merrill

Flower Care
Barb Vanstrom

Prayer Tree– Notify Kathy Merrill by
email: krmerrill49@yahoo.com
phone: (507) 829-7709
Pastoral Needs– Notify Karen Houtman by
email: choutman@frontiernet.net
phone: (507) 223-5331

Church Events This Month
Meetings are via Zoom
Thurs. Jan. 7, 6:30pm

Finance/Property Committee

Wed. Jan. 13, 1:00pm

Deacon Meeting

To Be Determined

Session Meeting

Birthdays
January 2- Hayden Thovson
January 8- Nayeli Maldonado
January 19- Gerry Gingles
January 20- Larry Burlingame
January 22- Paulette Blair
January 25- Karen Houtman
January 31- Kristine Merrill

A Prayer for the New Year
O God who is love, when you seem so far away
from us,
remind us to reach within to the fountain of
feelings at
the core of ourselves and there, let us find
you.
When you seem so unconcerned, so massive,
so impassive,
so insulated by your power, so distant by your
expansiveness,
remind us to reach out to the hand of a child,
to the face of
a friend, and there, let us find you.
And in times when we have nothing to feel, and
there is no one
to touch, let us never close our hearts or our
hands,
but always, let us be open to you, and let us
be open today,
here and now.
Amen

Session Synopsis– December 9, 2020
*Treasurer’s Report- Income more than expenses for November 2020 is $1,754.28. Income less
than expenses year to date is a minus $18, 564.87. There were no unusual expenses.
*Personnel Report-Approved an increase in pay for Karen Houtman- paid each week rather than just weeks
when preaching.
-Approved the appointment of a Steering Committee of four people to provide administrative
leadership dealing with day to day operations of the church.
*Clerk’s Report-Four members appointed to Steering Committee are: Marge Frazeur, Treasurer; Karen
Houtman, Clerk; Tom McCammon and Keith Rehn, session members.
-Appointed Marge Frazeur as Treasurer for 2021 and Karen Houtman as Clerk for 2021.
-Tentative Communion dates were set.
-Approved membership transfers for Genevieve and Morgan Tyykila to First Presbyterian
Church of Reinbeck, IA. and Marian Cordinar to First Presbyterian Church of Grundy Center, IA.
-It was reported the Rev. Anna Williamson, pastor at Ebenezer Presbyterian Church of Renville,
MN has been appointed our Presbytery Liaison.
*Nominating Committee Report-The committee has completed their work with successfully finding new Elders, Deacons, and
members of the 2021 Nominating Committee.
—Personnel Committee for 2021:
-Approval was given to appoint Betty Rehn as an At-Large member of Personnel and Carol
Tobin as Vice-Chair/Chair Elect. They join Karen Houtman as Chair and Kathy Merrill as Deacon
Representative.
*Old Business-It was agreed to hold off on any final decisions related to possible sale of the manse until
such time when congregation members can meet face to face for discussion.

*Next meeting—TBD

First Presbyterian Church of Canby MN
Income/Expenses
November 2020

