
I Will Light Candles this Christmas 
   -by Howard Thurman 
 
I will light Candles this Christmas, 
Candles of joy despite all the sadness, 
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch, 
Candles of courage for fears ever present,  
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens, 
Candles of love to inspire all my living, 
Candles that will burn all year long. 
 
When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among others, 
To make music in the heart. 

As we walk these next weeks through Advent and on to Christmas Day, may we light candles of joy, hope, courage, peace, 
grace and love- in our hearts or possibly with small candles we have around the house.  These are difficult times and it is 
very easy to focus on the struggles in our lives while forgetting the greatest gift of all- the birth of Jesus Christ.  We hope 
you will tune in to the Sunday Worship services at 1PM each week.  You are also encouraged to share in lighting a candle 

each week beginning with November 29 and celebrating the Lord’s Supper on November 29 and December 24. 

Current plans- but stay tuned! 
We are hoping to creatively share as much of our usual traditions as possible.  Candles on the Advent wreath will be lit  

during each worship service, the altar will be decorated and the Christmas tree may even be in place.  We will celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper on Sunday, November 29- the first Sunday of Advent.  Sunday, December 13, in place of the usual Sunday 

School program, we will have a service of scripture, brief messages and Christmas carols.  On Christmas Eve, we are  
planning our annual candlelight service, with candles (battery operated, for safety) and the Lord’s Supper.  We are carefully  

monitoring the COVID-19 spread, and will likely be making week to week decisions. 
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Prayer Tree– Notify Kathy Merrill by 

email: krmerrill49@yahoo.com  
phone: (507) 829-7709 

 
Pastoral Needs– Notify Karen Houtman by 

email: choutman@frontiernet.net 

Church Events This Month 

Thurs. Dec. 3, 3:30pm Worship/Hospitality 
      6:30pm  Finance/Property Committee   
 
Wed. Dec. 9, 6:30pm  Session  
 
Thurs. Dec. 24, 5:00pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service/ 
        Communion   
 
Sun. Dec. 13, 9:30am  Worship Service  
                                      (Scripture, Readings, Christmas Carols). 
                                         This is in place of the annual Sunday 
                  School Christmas Program.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower Care  

Marge Frazeur 

 

Lectors   

Dec. 6  Marge Frazeur 

Dec. 13  Betty Rehn  

Dec. 20 

Dec. 24  Kathy Merrill  

Dec. 27   

Pulpit Supply  

Dec. 6  Stan Menning 

Dec. 13  Karen Houtman  

Dec. 20  Stan Menning 

Dec. 24  Karen Houtman 

Dec. 27  Karen Houtman 

 

 

Birthdays:  
December 3-   Steven Neu 
December 6-   Arlene Fliss 
December 15- Ashlyn Winkelman 
December 17- Virgil Vanstrom 
December 18- Cheryl Hoseck 
December 23- Duane Wallert 
December29- Chuck Houtman,  

              Tom McCammon 

Anniversaries: 

December 5-   Carol & Lyle Tobin 
December 15- Kathryn & Jon Groenhoff 
December 19- Barb & Virgil Vanstrom 
December 28- Norma & Gene DeWit 
December 31- Lisa & Kevin Peterson 

December 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 
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20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

           
Birthdays & Anniversaries 



If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree,  

please reach out to Kathy Merrill by phone or email. Thank You.  

Email: krmerrill49@yahoo.com   Phone: (507) 829-7709  

Memorial Gift Suggestions 

If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian  

Church, the following categories are suggested: 

• Building Improvements     •   Electronic Equipment 

• Landscaping   •  Mission Projects   •  Library   

• Undesignated  •  Music 

Stay Connected:   
Church Website: www.fpccanby.org  — Church Email: fpccanby@gmail.com 

Follow us on Facebook!        First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN 
 

• Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30am.  

• Facebook Premier Video upload available for at-home viewing.  

UPDATE on In-person and Facebook Worship  

The Session has decided to shift Sunday Worship Service times for right now. Beginning Sun-

day December 6th, the service will be recorded the previous Friday at 10am. And will be broad-
cast at 9:30am on Sunday morning.  
 

If you prefer to be able to worship in person, you may attend the Friday recording at 10am. 
If you choose to come for in-person worship, you are required to wear a mask and maintain 
social distancing. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Karen Houtman by email: choutman@frontiernet.net 
 

Tithes and Offerings  
If you are not joining us in person we kindly ask that you mail in your tithes and 

offerings to the church. (311 Saint Olaf Avenue N, Canby, Minnesota 56220) 

 

 

We will be monitoring the COVID situation regularly and will attempt to keep everyone  

informed using bulletins, as well as the Prayer Tree and weekly mailing lists. 

mailto:krmerrill49@yahoo.com


Session Synopsis– November 11, 2020  

*Income more than expenses for October, 2020 was $948.82.  Income less than expenses year 
to date is a minus $20,319.15.  The only unusual expense was $99.96 to Pastor Nathan Lamb 
to moderate the Session, which will become a normal expense. 
*Discussion Subject– The Manse   
-Finance/Property members joined the Session for a discussion regarding the possible sale of 
the manse.  
-Some of the issues raised were: necessary maintenance- both current and future, indoor and 
outdoor upkeep and repair, ongoing care (winter and summer), insurance/heat/AC, etc..  
-Value of having a manse when calling a new pastor.  No decision, just information gathering. 
*Clerk’s report- 
-Membership review is underway. 
-Pulpit supply will continue through end of 2020 with Stan Menning and Karen Houtman. 
-The Connection requests contributions. 
*Finance/Property report- 
-Approval was given for the Mission Committee to make use of the manse garage for storage 
of recycling cans.  
-The Committee is responsible for upkeep and disposal. 
*Christian Education/Outreach- 
-Ditch cleaning was finished.   
-Bulletins are being sent each week to the youth of our congregation. 
 
*Next meeting is Wednesday, December 9 at 6:30PM. 

Unimaginable Impact  
You don’t know how many people have been 
strengthened because you asked God to encourage 
them; how many people have been healed because 
you prayed for their bodies; how many spiritual run-
aways have come home because you prayed for 
their souls. None of us may ever know the true ef-
fects of our prayers this side of death. But we do 
know this: History belongs to the intercessors.  
—John Ortberg, The Life You’ve Always Wanted  
 



Jesus, The Christmas Child. Santa, The Christmas Icon 
 
As we near the Christmas season, we must remember that Jesus is the Reason for the Season.  
 

“He sees you when you're sleeping, He knows when you're awake, He knows if you’ve 
been bad or good, so be good for goodness’ sake…”  Who should that remind you of?!  

         Jesus 

 
That is how many people see God. He’s much like Santa. God sees you all the time. He knows 
all about you and most of all, he knows if you're good or bad, and he wants you to be good. 
When you try to be good, it’s for goodness’ sake. 
 
As a culture, we have replaced Christ with Santa and we should spend less time on the worldly 
traditions and spend more time on Christ. Santa is merely a character and Jesus is our king.  
 
As we come closer to Christmas Day:  
May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. His divine 
power has granted to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of him who 
called us to his own glory and excellence, by which He 
has granted to us his precious and very great promis-
es, so that through them you may become partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped from the corrup-
tion that is in the world because of sinful desire. 
       -2 Peter 1:2 – 4 (ESV)  

 

Merry Christmas and God 

Bless  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%201.2%20%E2%80%93%204


 
Luke 2: 8-20 –NIV 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An an-
gel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the peo-
ple. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a 
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

 
 
15 When the angels had left them and gone 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one anoth-
er, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has happened, which the Lord has told us 
about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 

manger. 17 When they had seen him, they 

spread the word concerning what had been 

told them about this child, 18 and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all 

these things and pondered them in her 

heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all the things they had 

heard and seen, which were just as they had 

been told. 

14 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

-Isaiah 9:6  



Advent Giving Opportunities 

 In addition to ongoing giving to the work of our congregation, the  
following are Advent opportunities: 

 
**Christmas Joy Offering-  
This is one of the four annual Presbyterian Offerings we support. With this offering, we join 
hands with Presbyterian congregations across the United States to support the Assistance  
Program of the Board of Pensions in providing for emergency needs of current and retired  
clergy. The Offering also supports education and leadership development at Presbyterian 
related schools and colleges. 
 
**SANTA’S SLEIGH 2020-   
The Mission Committee is encouraging members to join them in financially supporting the  
Santa’s Sleigh 2020 program this year in place of our usual Angel Tree when our  
congregation has provided gifts for a local family. We will request that our financial  
donations will support Canby School District families. Yellow Medicine County Family  
Services organizes this 2020 program which provides gifts and toys to needy children (ages 
17 and younger) in Yellow Medicine County.  If you wish to support this program, place your  
donation in an envelope clearly marked for Santa’s Sleigh and send to the church or place in 
the offering plate. Checks should be made out to the church. 
 
If you know of Yellow Medicine County families who could use help through this program, 
an enrollment form for the Santa’s Sleigh program is available by calling YMC Family  
Services at 320-564-2211 or send an email request to santas.sleigh@co.ym.mn.gov   
    

mailto:santas.sleigh@co.ym.mn.gov

