
I Will Light Candles this Christmas 
   -by Howard Thurman 
 
I will light Candles this Christmas, 
Candles of joy despite all the sadness, 
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch, 
Candles of courage for fears ever present,  
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens, 
Candles of love to inspire all my living, 
Candles that will burn all year long. 
 
When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among others, 
To make music in the heart. 

As we walk these next weeks through Advent and on to Christmas Day, may we light candles of joy, hope, courage, peace, 
grace and love- in our hearts or possibly with small candles we have around the house.  These are difficult times and it is 
very easy to focus on the struggles in our lives while forgetting the greatest gift of all- the birth of Jesus Christ.  We hope 
you will tune in to the Sunday Worship services at 1PM each week.  You are also encouraged to share in lighting a candle 
each week beginning with November 29 and celebrating the Lordªs Supper on November 29 and December 24. 

Current plans- but stay tuned! 
We are hoping to creatively share as much of our usual traditions as possible.  Candles on the Advent wreath will be lit  

during each worship service, the altar will be decorated and the Christmas tree may even be in place.  We will celebrate the 
Lordªs Supper on Sunday, November 29- the first Sunday of Advent.  Sunday, December 13, in place of the usual Sunday 

School program, we will have a service of scripture, brief messages and Christmas carols.  On Christmas Eve, we are  
planning our annual candlelight service, with candles (battery operated, for safety) and the Lordªs Supper.  We are carefully 

monitoring the COVID-19 spread, and will likely be making week to week decisions. 
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Prayer Treeï Notify Kathy Merrill by 
email: krmerrill49@yahoo.com  
phone: (507) 829-7709 

 
Pastoral Needsï Notify Karen Houtman by 
email: choutman@frontiernet.net 

Church Events This Month 

Thurs. Dec. 3, 3:30pm Worship/Hospitality 
      6:30pm  Finance/Property Committee   
 
Wed. Dec. 9, 6:30pm  Session  
 
Thurs. Dec. 24, 5:00pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service/ 
        Communion   
 
Sun. Dec. 13, 9:30am  Worship Service  
                                      (Scripture, Readings, Christmas Carols). 
                                         This is in place of the annual Sunday 
                  School Christmas Program.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower Care  

Marge Frazeur 

 

Lectors   

Dec. 6  Marge Frazeur 

Dec. 13  Betty Rehn  

Dec. 20 

Dec. 24  Kathy Merrill  

Dec. 27   

Pulpit Supply  

Dec. 6  Stan Menning 

Dec. 13  Karen Houtman  

Dec. 20  Stan Menning 

Dec. 24  Karen Houtman 

Dec. 27  Karen Houtman 

 

 

Birthdays:  
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ о-   {ǘŜǾŜƴ bŜǳ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ с-   !ǊƭŜƴŜ Cƭƛǎǎ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мр- !ǎƘƭȅƴ ²ƛƴƪŜƭƳŀƴ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мт- ±ƛǊƎƛƭ ±ŀƴǎǘǊƻƳ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ му- /ƘŜǊȅƭ IƻǎŜŎƪ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ но- 5ǳŀƴŜ ²ŀƭƭŜǊǘ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊнф- /ƘǳŎƪ IƻǳǘƳŀƴΣ  

              ¢ƻƳ aŎ/ŀƳƳƻƴ 

Anniversaries : 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ р-   /ŀǊƻƭ ϧ [ȅƭŜ ¢ƻōƛƴ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мр- YŀǘƘǊȅƴ ϧ Wƻƴ DǊƻŜƴƘƻũ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мф- .ŀǊō ϧ ±ƛǊƎƛƭ ±ŀƴǎǘǊƻƳ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ну- bƻǊƳŀ ϧ DŜƴŜ 5Ŝ²ƛǘ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ом- [ƛǎŀ ϧ YŜǾƛƴ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴ 

December 2020 
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