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“For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, 
but my steadfast love shall not depart from you and my 
covenant of peace shall not be removed, says the Lord, 
who has compassion on you.” Isaiah 54:10 
  
This promise as recorded by the prophet, Isaiah, is still as 
true today as it was when recorded so many centuries ago.  
In these days of change in our church along with the pan-
demic that has shifted our personal lives, we can be assured 
God continues to be with us. 
 
On Sunday, October 4, we officially began in person wor-
ship services, wearing masks and carefully distanced from 
one another.  Being in the same space- God’s special space
- there was a wonderful sense of community, even though 
altered.  We also connected with the sharing of The Lord’s 
Supper. 
 
As we begin the reality of being without a pastor, we realize the many tasks that are important to continue as 
we move into the future.  Some may seem mundane on the surface, but sorely missed if not done.  We are 
grateful for the many members that have stepped forward to assist, but everyone is needed.  If you are aware of 
another task we have forgotten, please let us know.  If you see a blank on the following list, please consider 
filling it: 
 
Church mail/Church Answering Machine:  Marge Frazeur 
Bulletin/Newsletter Copying:     Kathy Merrill 
Arranging Pulpit Supply:      Karen Houtman 
Newsletter:         Kathryn Groenhoff/Erica Arends 
Lectors:          Worship/Hospitality 
Calling/Caring:        Deacons 
Special Day Calling:       Marcia Gingles 
Pastoral Needs:        Karen Houtman 
Projection/Sound:       Chuck Houtman, Cecelia & Allen Maldonado 
Representative for CAMA/The Connection:  
Recycling Can Storage/Disposal:  
Praying for the church:      All Members 

           
The CHURCH is not complete unless UR in it! 

    



 

First Presbyterian Church 

311 Saint Olaf Avenue N 

Canby, Minnesota 56220 

www.fpccanby.org 

 507-223-5148     fpccanby@gmail.com 

 

 

Church Events This Month 

Sun. Nov. 1, 9:30 am  Clunky Can Offering 

Thu. Nov. 5, 6:30 pm  Finance/Property Meeting 

Wed. Nov. 11, 6:30 pm Session  

Sat. Nov. 14, 10a-12pm Presbytery Zoom Meeting  

Sun, Nov 29, 9:30am  First Sunday of Advent/ Communion

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectors   

Nov. 1  Marge Frazeur 

Nov. 8  Kathy Merrill  

Nov. 15  Keith Rehn 

Nov. 22  Betty Rehn 

Nov. 29  Marge Frazeur 

 

Pulpit Supply  

Nov. 1  Stan Menning  

Nov. 8  Karen Houtman 

Nov. 15  Stan Menning 

Nov. 22  Karen Houtman 

Nov. 29  Karen Houtman 

Birthdays:  
Nov. 2, Jerrilee Rhea     

Nov. 16, Kathy Merrill  

Nov. 20, Charleen Wallert 

Nov. 21, Barb Floto 

Nov. 22, Lucy Olson  

Anniversaries: 

Nov. 14, Stuart & Jerrilee Rhea 

Nov. 23, Randy & Donna Lopau 

 

  November           
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

November 2020 
Su M Tu W Th Fri Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30      



If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please use 
the church email address, fpccanby@gmail.com  (messages left on the church’s 
answering machine may not be retrieved in a timely manner). Someone will then 
make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.  Thank you. 

Memorial Gift Suggestions 

If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian  

Church, the following categories are suggested: 

• Building Improvements     •   Electronic Equipment 

• Landscaping   •  Mission Projects   •  Library   

• Undesignated  •  Music 

Stay Connected:  www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info.  Find us on Facebook (First 
Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email    address is:  fpccanby@gmail.com 
 

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.     

In-person and Facebook Worship and Offerings 

If you come for in-person worship you are required to wear a mask and  
maintain social distancing. 
 

The service will be recorded Sunday morning and then uploaded to  

Facebook as a premier as soon as possible. It will then be available in its 

entirety afterwards.  

 

 

 
If you are not joining us in person we ask 

that you mail in your tithes and offerings to 
the church.  

  



Thanksgiving and Praise 

Psalm 106:1-Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever. 

As Israel was called to give thanks unto the Lord 
for all He had done for them, we too as God's peo-
ple are being called to give thanks unto our God, for 
He has been good and merciful to us too. An In-
credible God deserves an incredible praise. He 
saved us, He feeds, provides and protects us every 
single day. What God did for ancient Israel, today, 
He continues doing for His people everywhere, all 
the time and in every situation.  

Thanksgiving is an important time to be together 
with loved ones. Regardless of who you're with, it’s 
a specific time to set aside for a specific purpose– to 
be thankful and to recognize that there are things in 
life more important than work, or money, or posses-
sions, or even struggles that have hindered and 
caused stress. Regardless of where we go, what our 
current situation may be, God's love and mercy to-
wards us will continue to endure to the end.  
 



Session Synopsis– October 14, 2020  

*September income was less than expenses by a minus $8,078.91.  Year to date 
  income was less than expenses by a minus $21,267.97.  The quarterly mission 
  money was paid.  $500 was sent for General Mission and $75 for Peacekeeping. 
  $250 was sent to The Connection.  The property insurance of $3,242 was paid.  
  There were no other unusual expenses. 

*Pastor’s report-  Pastor Nathan Lamb was welcomed and introduced himself as 
  did others present at the meeting.  He mentioned that plans were being made 
  for the Exit Interview with the Session. 
*Clerk’s report- 
-A meeting is being scheduled with representatives from Dawson, Appleton and 
  Canby church to discuss a possible joint ministry. 
-Upcoming pulpit supply was approved- Stan Menning, October 18 and Karen 
  Houtman, October 25. 
-Nominating Committee is being activated. Tom McCammon is Chair. 
*Finance/Property report- 
-The budget for 2021 was presented and approved for presentation to the 
  congregation at the Annual Meeting for their information. 
*Worship/Hospitality report- 
-Approved upon recommendation of the committee to change the Preparedness 
  Plan allowing responsive readings during Worship Services to be read aloud by 
  the congregation, with masks in place. 
-The Community Thanksgiving Meal has been cancelled. 
*Next Meeting is Wednesday, November 11, 2020 at 6:30PM. 

Just be — and be still  
Various versions of the following sentiment are posted online: “I am a human being, not a hu-
man doing. It’s okay to just be sometimes.” Many of us get anxious if we think we’re 
not doing enough, but peace activist Thich Nhat Hanh insists it’s not a waste of time to just be: 
“To be alive, to be peaceful, to be joyful, to be loving … is what the world needs most.” 
 
During the pandemic, when people were urged to stay home to slow the virus’ spread, we had 
to think hard about how to continue being the church 
while limited in what we could go out and “do.” Yet 
church leaders reminded us that we were actually lov-
ing our neighbors by staying home — by being less ac-
tive. 
 
It’s sometimes okay — ideal, even — to just be. In qui-
eting our bodies, minds and hearts, we may find our-
selves more often in prayer, more aware of God’s pres-
ence and more nourished for when the time is right to 
again take up more active forms of ministry, peacemak-
ing and love. “In quietness and trust is your 
strength” (Isaiah 30:15, NIV). 
—Heidi Mann 



CONGREGATIONAL RE-OPENING PREPAREDNESS PLAN 

First Presbyterian Church,  Canby, MN  56220 
Plan Administrator/contact info: Karen Houtman (507-223-5331) with session assistance 
 
*Building Basics    

 Maximum occupancy of sanctuary is 350- we estimate appropriate occupancy is 150. 
 Self-monitoring to reduce crowding will be encouraged with two people available, as needed, to monitor each 

time sanctuary is in use. 
 All floor, hallways, and pews will be marked to indicate appropriate distance. 
 Entry, narthex, sanctuary, and chapel are cooled by nine split AC units- filters will be cleaned, but HEPA  

filter not available. Other furnaces, used for heating, will have HEPA filters installed, if available. 
 
*Cleaning/Sanitizing/Upkeep  
 Church has continued to be thoroughly cleaned weekly even though few people present. 
 This cleaning includes doors, pews, sound system, and pulpits.   
 Hand sanitizers, paper towels and wastebaskets will be available inside and outside all doors, including     

bathrooms. 
 A sanitation schedule and checklist is being developed- includes surfaces, equipment, agent used and         

frequency of use. 
 
*Worship/Ritual   
 Communion- bread/juice will be prepared by someone wearing a mask and gloves. Elements will be placed in 

disposable cups, distanced apart, in communion trays on table in front.     
 Communicants come forward- appropriately distanced- pick up bread and then juice, partake, and drop empty 

cups in lined wastebasket for disposal. 
 Offerings- when arriving or leaving the service, attendees will place offering in plates located on back table.   

“Clunky Can” offering will also be taken in like manner on first Sunday of the month.  Treasurer will wear 
gloves and a mask when counting. 

 Weekly cleaning of pulpits, sound board, computer, hymn player and pews is done prior to each service,    
including Sunday worship, funerals, weddings or other large groups. 

 Disinfectant wipes will be available wherever microphones and telephones are located, will be disinfected 
each time used. Baptismal front will be disinfected prior to each use and filled with bottled water. Officiant 
will disinfect hands or wear gloves.     

 Hymnals and Bibles in pews will be removed. Offering envelopes will be placed in plates upon arrival or at 
the end of service. Papers remaining will be disposed of weekly. The “busy bags” for small children will be 
removed. 

 Singing will be limited to soloists or music leaders who are at least twelve feet from others. Exception may be 
duet/trio from same household who also are at least twelve feet from others. No congregation singing but 
reading or humming the words to the accompaniment may be allowed.        

 Reading responses to the worship liturgies out loud is allowed if done quietly while wearing a mask.                            
 Alternative to “Passing of the Peace” will be encouraged with everyone remaining in their pew.  Those who 

come forward for Communion must allow six feet of distance. Following service, congregation will follow 
proper distancing or be ushered out from the rear. 

 
*Hospitality/Group Use  
 Adults and children over age of five will be required to wear a mask while inside. A supply of masks will be 

available and everyone is encouraged to bring their own. Information will be distributed as to availability of 
masks, importance of wearing and proper use. Exception to a mask will be for lector, person preaching,     
soloist/s while fulfilling their role in the service. Gloves are readily available as is hand sanitizer and other 
disinfectants. 

 Ordinarily food will not be served.  An exception, with approval, commercially prepared food, served on an 
inside table using tongs/gloves BUT THEN TAKEN OUTSIDE to be enjoyed. 

 Number of persons allowed for large gatherings shall not exceed 150.  At the conclusion of the gathering,      
attendees are expected to follow proper distancing or will be ushered out.  

 
                                                                                                                                    



 Funerals- visitation with family will not be allowed within the building. Food and fellowship must be held     
elsewhere. If desired, arrangements can be made to live stream the service.    

 Weddings- practice for the service shall be limited to only those persons involved. Pastor, designated member of 
the church, as well as primary person for each event will be responsible to assure approved protocol is followed. 
At no time will food and fellowship be allowed in the building.   

 As necessary, different entrances will be used with appropriate distancing monitored by a designated member of 
the church. All group visiting must be done outside the building, assuring proper distancing. 

 NOTE:  these stipulations will be given to the primary person for each event with clear Instructions as to their 
responsibility for enforcement. Designated members of the congregation will monitor capacity numbers and bear 
responsibility to turn people away, if necessary. Advertisements and signage will state acceptable capacity. 

 
*Health Protocol  
 Sunday worship- names of those present will be recorded each week using a current copy of the Church         

Directory. These copies will be filed for future use, if needed. Visitors will sign the guest register and these 
names will be added to the Directory copy. Plan Administrator will be responsible for all aspects. 

 Possible brief contact times of committee meetings- minutes will provide a listing of those present if needed for 
contact tracing.  

 If a person becomes sick while present, that will be noted. They will be escorted to a designated room until 
transportation can be arranged to be taken home. Proper sanitation precautions will be taken and the room    
thoroughly cleaned. 

 In the event of any illness- fever, flu-like symptoms, etc.- staff are required to isolate themselves until cleared to 
return. Sick leave procedures for Pastor and staff are found in Manual of Operations.         

 
 
October, 2020                                         

PREPAREDNESS PLAN—CONT... 


