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At the last session meeting we once again considered 
the implications of opening the building for in-person worship. 
We have been trying to improve the service by taping it ahead 
of time and posting it as a premiere instead of doing it live 
with an iPhone. The advantages to this are that the sound is 
better, the picture fits TV and monitor screens better, and we 
are not dependent on the Wi-Fi working perfectly at the time 
of the service.  

The negatives to this have been that it is a learning 
curve. For whatever reason our DVD burner (the machine that 
records the service from the camera to the DVD breaks the video into multiple parts, and although at one point 
we thought that was fixed, it still does it. We also found that the video format used for the DVD burner is dif-
ferent than what is used sites like Facebook VOB vs. Mpeg4). Luckily I was able to find an editing program on 
the churches laptop that allows us to put the sections together and save them as one clip, converting them to the 
appropriate file type at the same time. It’s all still relatively new to us, and we are in the process of writing 
down the procedure, but there is a learning curve and it’s difficult to train someone on something that you are 
still getting the hang of yourself. 

If the session decides to have in-person church again there will be a lot of new rules that people will 
need to follow and get used to. Mask will be required at all times while you are in the building (unless you are 
under age 5 or have a specific medical issue). We will have to spread out family units among the pews, which 
means you may not be able to sit in “your spot.” The hymnals will be removed, there will be no communal re-
citing of the liturgy or congregational singing. Social distancing will be maintained throughout the service, and 
people will be asked to leave as soon as the service is finished, ushering out from the back to the front. There 
will not be any hospitality/coffee time after the service. 

These are just some of the bigger restrictions that will be in place. It will not feel like church the way 
we are used to. If you have any questions or concerns about what the rules will include please feel free to con-
tact me.  

On the flip side the session felt it is important for us to try to maintain the community as best as possi-
ble. One thing we are going to implement starting this month is along with the announcement of a congregation 
in the presbytery to pray for, along with our prayer partner in Guatemala, we will have a family unit in the 
church to pray for as well. I will contact the person/family at the start of the week and ask if they have any spe-
cific things that they would like us to know/pray about. I think it would be nice to send that person/family a 
card, email, or a phone call just to let them know you’re thinking of them. Hopefully, this will renew or even 
create new ties within our church family. 

Some of us are adjusting and doing well in this new age, while other’s may be struggling with a new 
sense of isolation. Let’s work to help everyone know that they have a church family that is praying for them 
and thinking of them. 

 
Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 
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Church Events This Month 

Sun. Aug. 2, 9:30 am  Clunky Can Offering 

Aug. 10-16    Pastor Steve on vacation 

Wed. Aug. 19, 6:30 pm Session 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev, Steve Tyykila 

Cell:  1-651-341-5336 

Lectors   

Aug. 2  Marge Frazeur  

Aug. 9  Kathy Merrill 

Aug. 16  Marge Frazeur 

Aug. 23  Kathy Merrill 

Aug. 30  Marge Frazeur 

  Deacon Bulletin Delivery 

Aug. 2  Chuck Houtman  

Aug. 9  Dede Burlingame 

Aug. 16  Kathy Merrill 

Aug. 23  Jody Olson 

Aug. 30  Betty Rehn 

 

Flower Care 
Barb Vanstrom 

Aug. 7, Kaylee Arends    

Aug. 9, Bonnie McDaniel  

Aug. 21, Wayne Monke  

Aug. 29, Steve Veverka  

Aug. 30, Marge Frazeur  

Aug. 31, Bob Briggs  

8-8-64, Gerry & Marcia Gingles  

8-26-59, Chuck & Karen Houtman  



If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor    
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address,  fpccan-
by@gmail.com  (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a 
timely manner). The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.  
Thank you. 

Memorial Gift Suggestions 

If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian  

Church, the following categories are suggested: 

• Building Improvements     •   Electronic Equipment 

• Landscaping   •  Mission Projects   •  Library   

• Undesignated  •  Music 

Pastor’s Schedule:  Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled 
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm.   Also please let him know if you or a 
family member would like a visitation.  He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).   

Stay Connected:  www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info.  Find us on Facebook 
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email    address is:  fpccanby@gmail.com 
 

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.     

Facebook Worship and Offerings 
 We may not be able to meet together in person, but we are still doing the Sunday services on 

Facebook. The service is pre-recorded and premieres at 9:30 am and then is available in its en-

tirety afterwards.  A big thank you to all the people helping n the technical end, especially having 

to learn new things. Thanks also to my lectors Kathy Merrill, and Marge Frazeur.   

Go to: https://www.facebook.com/fpccanby/?eid=ARD5a5rq-

XI1sXTgNPxxCtgwGivKmpYXndVxvCVT3kRNUFjSFMYBsLoT-

wqc_ePuyn3bOiauUK_gDYPc8  

 In addition we ask that you mail in your tithes and offerings 

to the church.  
  



Shine on, friends!  

Friendship is one of the greatest gifts a human being can receive. It is a bond beyond com-

mon goals, common interests or common histories. It is a bond stronger than a sexual union 

can create, deeper than a shared fate 

can solidify and even more intimate 

than the bonds of marriage or com-

munity. 

 

Friendship is being with the other in 

joy and sorrow, even when we cannot 

increase the joy or decrease the sor-

row. It is a unity of souls that gives 

nobility and sincerity to love. Friend-

ship makes all of life shine brightly. 

—Henri Nouwen  



Session Synopsis- July 22, 2020 
 
*June income was more than expenses by $4,588.50.  Year to date income is less than expenses 
by a minus $17,300.71.  There were no unusual expenses.  A Payroll Protection Plan loan for 
$9,970 was taken out with First Security Bank and put into the checking account. 
 
*Pastor- Several months ago the Session approved the use of the upstairs rooms in church by 
the Girl Scouts.  They are wondering if it would be possible to use rooms in the basement- clos-
er to bathroom and kitchen.  It was agreed by consensus that rooms would be located for the 
Girl Scouts. 
 
*Canby Area Ministerial Association (CAMA)-  A couple of weeks ago the air conditioning 
went down at The Connection.  CAMA purchased a replacement for $5,000.  On Friday, July 
31, CAMA will be doing a fundraiser with Jim’s Market lunch wagon from 11AM to 1PM. 
 
*Clerk-  Doug Frazeur was appointed as Canby’s commissioner for the August 18 Presbytery 
Meeting. 
 
*The Deacon’s met on July 8.  At that time, they scheduled plans for upcoming Communion 
and bulletin delivery through October. 
 
*Worship/Hospitality-  A discussion was held regarding the issues of opening church for in-
person worship or continuing to be closed.  A printed proposal will be distributed before the Au-
gust Session meeting.  It will be reviewed and a decision made at that time. 
 
*Next meeting- August 19, 2020.  

Patient attention, valuable discoveries 
 For many people, the coronavirus pandemic has been a test of patience — or worse. Medi-
cally vulnerable people face an anxious time of hypervigilance. Furloughed workers wait on 
hold or in lines for assistance. Special events have been canceled or rescheduled. 
 Those not impacted directly deal with assorted frustrations and inconveniences. Many peo-
ple are learning the benefit of slowing down, being present (even virtually) to others and prac-
ticing patient attention. 
 Interestingly, scientist Isaac Newton did some of his best work when the plague forced 
Cambridge University to close. At home, the inquisitive student invented calculus and devel-
oped groundbreaking theories of gravity and optics. Later Newton 
called 1666 his annus mirabilis (“year of wonders”) and reportedly 
said, “If I have made any valuable discoveries, it [owes] more to 
patient attention than to any other talent.” 
 What have you discovered during the Covid-19 crisis? What 
appreciations have you developed for aspects of life you may have 
previously taken for granted? What has social distancing taught 
you about the value of neighbors, church, community volunteer-
ing? 
 During the pandemic, what have you learned about persistence 
and God’s presence? What empathy do you now feel for writers of 
words such as “I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in 
his word I put my hope” (Psalm 130:5, NIV)? 


