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Pastor’s Pen March 2020 
 There was a Presbytery meeting last month on Febru-
ary 15th, and although I wasn’t able to attend, I know a 
lot of interesting things happened. 
 The first big thing was that our presbytery hosted one 
of the co-moderators of the General Assembly; Elder Vil-
marie Cintron-Olivieri. The moderator or co-moderators 
are elected at the start of each General Assembly and then 
keep their position until the next General Assembly. Hav-
ing her come was quite an honor and I’m told she gave an 
excellent presentation.   
 We were also blessed with having Synod Executive 
Elona Street-Stewart give a report to us. By having our own executive presbyter SanDawna Ashley at the meet-
ing; it meant that we hosted the heads of all three councils of the denomination at the meeting.  
 One other thing that I thought I should mention is that the commission I co-chair (The Commission on 
Presbytery Life) brought forward for voting three overtures to this year’s General Assembly for concurrence. 
Any presbytery can create an overture for General Assembly, but the rules state that at least one other presby-
tery needs to concur, or agree with it, before it will be looked at.  
 Our presbytery has not looked at many of the overtures over recent years, let alone creating one, or con-
curring with one. So, my co-chair Andrew Davis and I met with our executive presbyter and our stated clerk 
and looked through the overtures that were being brought up and picked three to bring to my commission to 
approve to have the presbytery vote on. 
 The presbytery voted to concur on the following overtures:   
Shall the fourth paragraph of G-3.0106 (Administration of Mission) of the Form of Government be amended as 
follows: [Text to be added is shown as bold and italic.] “All councils shall adopt and implement a sexual mis-
conduct policy and a child and youth protection policy, and an antiracism policy with suggested training for all 
members of each council.”  
Shall G-3.0303c be amended as follows: [Text to be added is shown as bold and italic.] c. establishing mini-
mum compensation standards, including provisions for severance payments, for pastoral calls and Certified 
Christian Educators and Certified Associate Christian Educators within the presbytery;” 
The last one is too long to print out here, but according to the Book of Order a we are only to lay hands on 
someone as a blessing during ordination. Which would mean that we are not to do so when someone is in-
stalled/re-installed as a teaching elder, ruling elder, or deacon.  We’ve been unknowingly breaking this rule and 
so this overture would allow people to pray or bless others by laying on of hands when someone is being in-
stalled as well as ordained. 
Some of these things may seem like quibbling, but it is important to have things done decently and in order. I 
thank God that we are part of a denomination that is reformed and always reforming.  
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 
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Church Events This Month 

Sun. Mar. 1, 9:30 am  Clunky Can Offering 

Wed. Mar. 4, 5:30 pm  Lent Supper & Study 

   6:30 pm  Education/Outreach Committee 

Thu. Mar. 5, 2:00 pm  All by myself 

   6:30 pm  Worship/Hospitality  

      & Finance/Property committees 

Wed. Mar. 11, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible study 

      11:00 am Mission committee  

      5:30 pm Lent Supper & Study  

Sun. Mar. 15, 10:45 am Session 

Wed. Mar. 18, 2:00 pm Parish Nurse 

       5:30 pm Lent Supper & Study 

Wed. Mar. 25, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible study  

      5:30 pm Lent Supper & Study 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev, Steve Tyykila 

Cell:  1-651-341-5336 

Greeters/Ushers 

Mar. 1  Virgil Vanstrom  

Mar. 8  Erica Arends & Kathryn Groenhoff 

Mar. 15  Virgil Vanstrom 

Mar. 22  Marge & Doug Frazeur 

Mar. 29  Virgil Vanstrom 

Lectors   

Mar. 1  Genevieve Tyykila  

Mar. 8  Marge Frazeur 

Mar. 15   

Mar. 22  Kathy Merrill 

Mar. 29  Karen Houtman 

   Hospitality 

Mar. 1  Keith & Betty Rehn  

Mar. 8  Kathryn Groenhoff 

Mar. 15  Marge Frazeur  

Mar. 22  Karen & Chuck Houtman  

Mar. 29   

Deacon Bulletin Delivery 

Mar. 1  Kathy Merrill  

Mar. 8  Jody Olson 

Mar. 15  Chuck Houtman 

Mar. 22  Kathy Merrill 

Mar. 29  Betty Rehn 

Rides to Church 

Call:    Duane Wallert, 223-7267,  

Flower Care 
Jody Olson 

Mar.  6, Jody Olson    

Mar. 13 Laurie Bliss  

Mar. 20, Donna Monke, Karen Parsley and Lisa Peterson   

Mar. 25, Doreen Benson  

Attention Hospitality: 

Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.) 
are now located in the cupboard of the former 
sound room in the Chapel.  Cookies are in the  
refrigerator in the basement. 

3-5-55, Myron & Audrey Busse                  

3-9-17, Krystle & Jason Thovson                      



If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor    
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address,  fpccan-
by@gmail.com  (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a 
timely manner). The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.  
Thank you. 

Memorial Gift Suggestions 

If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian  

Church, the following categories are suggested: 

• Building Improvements     •   Electronic Equipment 

• Landscaping   •  Mission Projects   •  Library   

• Undesignated  •  Music 

Pastor’s Schedule:  Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled 
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm.   Also please let him know if you or a 
family member would like a visitation.  He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).   

Stay Connected:  www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info.  Find us on Facebook 
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email    address is:  fpccanby@gmail.com 
 

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.     

Lent Supper and Study 
 We are continueing the tradition of a Lenten study with a communal 

mean before hand. We will meet the first five Wednesday’s of Lent at 

5:30 pm for supper, followed by looking at The Walk: Five essential prac-

tices of the Christian life by Adam Hamilton. The program comes with a 

DVD that takes us through the Holy Land; as well as a time of discussion. 

We have had wonderful luck with Rev. Hamilton’s studies in the past and 

I’m sure this one will be great as well. We still have three dates open if 

you can help by preparing the meal for the study. The sign up sheet is on 

the table in the back of the sanctuary. 

Sunday March 8th is the start of Daylight Savings Time. 

Don’t be late for church!!! 



Paddling through Lent — and life  

 Lent is a time for restoring balance to our lives. The Eskimos practice balance 
as they venture into freezing Arctic waters in little boats. If you’ve ever paddled a 
kayak, you know how easy they are to tip. Thankfully, kayaks are just as easy to 
turn back upright. 
 
That isn’t a bad image for Lent — or for life as a whole. Whatever spiritual disci-
plines we adopt, if we succumb to temptation, it’s no biggie. One of the lessons of 
Lent is that, as long as we’re traveling light, it takes only a quick twist of the pad-
dle to right us. That paddle twist might take the form of a quick but heartfelt 
prayer: “Jesus, set me straight again!” Or it might mean some extra time set aside 
for quiet meditation with God. Don’t get worried if your spiritual discipline fails 
now and then. Just let Jesus help you get upright once more, and keep paddling!  

—adapted from Carlos Wilton, in Homiletics  



Session Synopsis- February 23, 2020 
 
*Income less than expenses for January was a minus $9,358.58 as was the yield to date. 
   $3,067.30 was paid to the Presbytery for PerCapita.  $3,150 was paid to camp for seven 
   campers.  $280 was paid for snow removal.  $199 was paid for the copyright license, $30 for 
   the lock box at the bank, and $147.44 for more check blanks.  Except for snow removal, 
   these are once a year expenses.  There were no other unusual expenses. 
 
*Pastor-  Action was taken to approve the use of the church building (particularly the third 
   floor) by the newly formed Girl Scout troop.  Erica Arends is a leader. 
 
*CAMA-  The Baby Closet will be moved to the back of The Connection building. 
 
*Clerk- An invitation has been received from the Dawson Session to meet with them on 
   Wednesday, April 1.  We look forward to accepting that invitation, but since that is our usual 
   Lenten meal and study, we will ask for a different date. 
 
*A report about the February 15 Presbytery meeting held in Redwood Falls was given. 
 
*Christian Education/Outreach- February 14 Spaghetti fundraiser earned $920.  $1,476.95 is 
   still needed for the seven campers.  Scholarships from Presbytery will be pursued.  Palm 
   Sunday, April 5 will have a muffin fundraiser for camp and a coffee cake fundraiser for camp 
   will be held on Mother’s Day, May 10.  Rev. Andy Davis will talk about environmental issues 
   on May 3 at 3PM.  Parents have requested materials for the young children during worship 
   and following. 
 
*Finance/Property- Annual Manse inspection is being done by Keith Rehn and Tom 
   McCammon. 
 
*Worship/Hospitality- Lenten meals and a study, “The Walk” with Adam Hamilton will be held 
   on Wednesdays during Lent.  Meals will start at 5:30- a signup for those willing to be 
   responsible for the meals is available.  Communion table will be decorated for Ash 
   Wednesday.  Palms for Palm Sunday and Easter Lilies/mixed flowers for Easter are being 
    ordered.  Annual worship service in Central Park is scheduled for Sunday, July 26.  Discussion 
    was held regarding the live streaming of the lectionary readings and sermons each Sunday, 
    posted on the church’s Facebook site. 
 
*Next meeting is Sunday, March 15, 2020 following worship. 

MARCH NOTES FROM THE PARISH NURSE 

I can’t fall asleep.  I wake up frequently during the night.  I feel tired during 

the day.  Do any of these sound familiar?  You are not alone.  Sleep disor-

ders/issues affect many people.  Want to learn more?  Join the Parish Nurse 

discussion on March 18th at 2:00PM at the church. 


