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Galatians 6:9
So let us not grow weary in doing what is right,
for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not
give up.
Matthew 25:40
And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you,
just as you did it to one of the least of these who
are members of my family, you did it to me.”
This Advent we are not having a
Wednesday dinner and education session like we have in previous years, but we are still going to have a special
Advent activity. As in recent years we will have a number of daily Advent devotionals donated to the church.
Straw in the Manger, is a devotional where we are invited to follow Jesus’s command epitomized by
Matthew 25:31–46 to love one another and care for “the least of these.” This year’s devotional is very special.
The Rev. Sherry Blackman, a Presbyterian pastor, chaplain and award-winning writer and poet, challenges us
to fill our days of Advent with simple, practical and loving deeds that help our neighbors — calling each act of
kindness a piece of “straw” for the manager to make a soft bed for the Christ child when he arrives on Christmas.
Although you may not be able to complete the specified act of kindness suggested in the devotion, I
would encourage you to do something each day. At the back of the sanctuary there will be a container of blank
strips of paper. We ask that you take a strip of paper for each act of kindness
that you did during the week. We would like you to write what you did on the
strip of paper, but if you are not comfortable with that, at least put a blank
strip into the manger/basket signifying the act you did.
During Each Advent Sunday service, we will bring forward the
“straw” to line the manger in front of the communion table in preparation for
the Christ child. I visual representation of the good things that we do to honor
God.
It is our hope that you invite family, church friends and those in the
community to join you in adding straw this Advent season, so that together
you prepare for Christ’s birth.
I hope each of you have a wonderful holiday season and a Merry
Christmas.
Blessings,
Pastor Steve
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Greeters/Ushers
Dec. 1
Dec. 8
Dec. 15
Dec. 22

Doug & Marge Frazeur
Virgil Vanstrom
Virgil Vanstrom
Keith & Betty Rehn

Dec. 24
Dec. 29

Reid & Kathy Merrill

Church Events This Month
Sun. Dec. 1, 9:30 am

Clunky Can Offering

Wed. Dec. 4, 6:30 pm

Ed./Outreach, meeting

Thu. Dec. 5, 2:00 pm

All by myself

6:30 pm

Property/Finance
& Worship/Hospitality

Sun. Dec. 8, 10:30 am

Congregational Meeting

Wed. Dec. 11, 10:00 am

Pastor’s Bible Study

11:00 am

Mission committee

Sun. Dec. 15, 9:30 pm

Children’s Pageant

Sun. Dec. 22, 10:45 am

Session

Tue. Dec. 24, 5:00 pm

Christmas Eve Service

Lectors
Dec. 1
Dec. 8
Dec. 15
Dec. 22
Dec. 24
Dec. 29

Betty Rehn
Myron Busse
Marge Frazeur
Karen Houtman

Hospitality
Dec. 1
Dec. 8
Dec. 15
Dec. 22
Dec. 29

Marge & Doug Frazeur
Genevieve Tyykila
Christmas Program
Keith & Betty Rehn

Deacon Bulletin Delivery
Dec. 1
Dec. 8
Dec. 15
Dec. 22

Kathy Merrill
Myron Busse
Jody Olson
Virgil Vanstrom

Dec. 29

Betty Rehn

Dec.. 3, Steven Neu
Dec. 18, Cheryl Hoseck
Dec. 4, Anita Burgoyne
Dec. 19, Paul Pickrell
Dec. 6, Arlene Fliss
Dec. 17, Virgil Vanstrom
Dec. 15, Ashlyn Kay Winkelman Dec. 23, Duane Wallert
Dec. 29, Chuck Houtman, Tom McCammon

Rides to Church
Call: Myron Busse 223-7261
Duane Wallert, 223-7267,

Flower Care
Marge Frazeur
Attention Hospitality:
Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.)
are now located in the cupboard of the former
sound room in the Chapel. Cookies are in the
refrigerator in the basement.

12-05-53, Lyle & Carol Tobin
12-15-18, Kathryn & Jonathan Groenhoff
12-19-08, Virgil & Barb Vanstrom
12-28-50, Eugene & Norma DeWit
12-31-07, Kevin & Lisa Peterson

If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address, fpccanby@gmail.com (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a
timely manner). The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.
Thank you.

Pastor’s Schedule: Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm. Also please let him know if you or a
family member would like a visitation. He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).

Stay Connected: www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info. Find us on Facebook
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email

address is: fpccanby@gmail.com

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.

Memorial Gift Suggestions
If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian
Church, the following categories are suggested:
• Electronic Equipment

•

Building Improvements

•

Landscaping • Mission Projects • Library

•

Undesignated • Music

Meals on Wheels
Our church is scheduled to deliver meals on wheels for the first two
week’s of December. There is a sign up sheet at the back of the sanctuary .
We need to people, or teams to deliver each day Monday through Friday.
Meals are dropped of at around 11 am at the community center.

Christmas Cookie Fundraiser
The families of children that are attending camp
next summer are planning to get together on Sun. Dec.
8th at the church to bake and package cookies to sell
for camp tuition. Cookies will hopefully be sold at the
Holiday Bazaar at the Schott’s building on Dec. 14th
and at church on Dec. 15th.. Buy some cookies for
your Christmas celebrations and support our kids.

Thank you to everyone who provided
flowers for our sanctuary this past year. It
makes it so nice to
have such good and
willing people to help
out.—Barb V.

Angel Tree
Once again we are providing support for a family in our community
that is in need. There are tags on
the tree in the back of the sanctuary. Each tag has an item written
on it that a member of the family
would like for Christmas. Take the
tags for items you are willing to
purchase and then bring the item
wrapped with the tag taped to it
back to the church and under the
tree by December 15th. Let’s
make sure that a family in our
community has a merry Christmas!

Synopsis- Session Meeting- November 17, 2019
*October income was less than expenses by a minus $662.96. Year to date income is less
than expenses by a minus $32,737.67. A $500 grant was received from the Presbytery of Minnesota Valleys for the Hymnal Plus player. $470 has been received for the food shelf and $100 has
been given for the Guatemala Scholarship. There were no unusual expenses.
*Pastor’s report- reported on the Pastor’s Conference he attended recently.
*A report was given regarding the Presbytery meeting on November 2.
*Clerk’s report- The date of Sunday, December 8 is set for a Congregational Meeting to elect
new officers and approve 2020 Terms of Call for the Pastor.
*Finance/Property- Approval was given to transfer funds from the Raymond James account
to the checking as well as First Security CD funds when they come due. Due to water damage
this Spring, the Fellowship Hall floor will be redone.
*Mission- *Thirty-five toiletry bags were filled and delivered to Deuel County Family Services
and Canby Prairie 5. *Approved $200 donation to Prairie 5 Food Shelf. *Plans for the Angel Tree
were made. *Meals on Wheels is our responsibility December 2-13.
*Nominating- following nominees are: Elder- Genevieve Tyykila, Deacon- Jody Olson (both
second three year terms) Nominating Committee from Congregation- Gene DeWit, Keith Rehn,
and Marcia Gingles. Personnel Committee members appointed were: Patty Gubrud- Chair, Karen
Houtman- Vice Chair, Betty Rehn- Congregational Representative and Kathy Merrill- Deacon.
Personnel- A recent and very successful evaluation of Pastor Steve has been done.
Next Meeting- Sunday, December 22, 2019 following Worship
DECEMBER NOTES FROM THE PARISH NURSE

The Parish Nurse is taking a break in December so there will be no presentation. Please
join us for the presentation on January 8th (time to be determined) on the topic of foot
care/foot issues. Merry Christmas & God’s blessings to all of you!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------You are invited to purchase a poinsettia plant as a gift to nursing home and shut-in members of the church.
These plants will decorate the sanctuary during December. If you wish, you may pick up your plant for your
own use after the Christmas Eve service. Please designate that on the form below that you wish to do so.
Please fill out the form below and return it, with your check, to the Church no later than Sunday, December 15th.

I would like to purchase ________ poinsettia(s) at the cost of $9 each.
I want to pick up my plant after the church service on Christmas Eve. _____ YES

_____ NO

I want to give my plant to a member or friend of the congregation, designated by the Deacons. _____ YES _____NO
Please list the EXACT way you wish your name to be listed as a donor in the worship
bulletins:
Name of Donor_____________________________________________________
Given in Memory of_________________________________________________
OR
Given in Honor of __________________________________________________

