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Pastor’s Pen November 2019
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you.
Philippians 4: 6-7
6Do not worry about anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. 7And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
I wanted to take a moment to say thank you. Thank you for the wonderful gift for pastor appreciation month. It
means a lot to be recognized for the work that I do, and even more so that there was a gift as well! It got me
thinking about all the things I am thankful for.
November is the official month of giving thanks; after all it’s the month that the Thanksgiving holiday is
in. I wanted to take a moment to express the joy and thanks that I feel when I think of all of you. I am thankful
for this wonderful community that decided to accept my family. I am thankful for this congregation that truly
does try to show hospitality to everyone who comes through the doors. I am thankful that so many people in
this congregation find so many different ways to show God’s love and to give to the church with not just their
tithes, but with their time and talents as well. I want to thank those people who have helped me by being on
session or a member of the deacons. I want to thank those who have served on committees, and I want to especially thank those who have done some of the monumental tasks of being Clerk of Session, Bookkeeper, Treasurer, Music Director, organist, and custodian.
I want to thank those folks who help with the worship service, the sound and video techs, those who are
willing to run the PowerPoint for me, the lectors, the greeters and ushers, and those who are willing to do hospitality, including making coffee and cleaning up. I especially appreciate those who feel touched by and called
to comment or question me on my sermons. Your questions and comments help me grow and define my faith
and my preaching.
I want to thank those who are Sunday school teachers, both adult and children, and those who are willing
to help with copying bulletins and sermons. I want to thank those folks who have helped with the newsletters,
including those who provide articles and announcements. I want to thank the folks who help with funerals and
other events. Whether it is making a cake, setting up tables, cooking or serving food, or cleaning up afterwards.
I appreciate the work that you do.
I want to thank those who come sit in the pews on Sunday and participate in the worship of our God, and I
want to thank all the folks that give of their hard-earned money to continue the mission of this church.
If I missed a job or task that that you do for this congregation, please know that it was not intentional. I
appreciate each and every one of you, and I am thankful that you are a part of my life and a part of this congregation.
Blessings,
Pastor Steve
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Greeters/Ushers
Nov. 3
Nov. 10
Nov. 17
Nov. 24

Doug & Marge Frazeur
Reid & Kathy Merrill

Church Events This Month
Sun. Nov. 3, 9:30 am

Clunky Can Offering

Wed. Nov. 6, 6:30 pm

Ed./Outreach, meeting

Thu. Nov. 7, 2:00 pm

All by myself

6:30 pm

Property/Finance
& Worship/Hospitality

Wed. Nov. 13, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study
11:00 am

Mission committee

1:00 pm

Parish nurse Presentation

Sun. Nov. 17, 10:45 am

Session

Thu. Nov. 28, 11 am—1 pm

Community Thanksgiving meal

Lectors
Nov. 3
Nov. 10
Nov. 17
Nov. 24

Gerry Gingles
Karen Houtman
Keith Rehn
Marge Frazeur

Hospitality
Nov. 3
Nov. 10

Marge & Doug Frazeur
Genevieve Tyykila

Nov. 17
Nov. 24

Chuck & Karen Houtman
Keith & Betty Rehn

Deacon Bulletin Delivery
Nov. 3
Nov. 10
Nov. 17
Nov. 24

Dede Burlingame
Dede Burlingame
Myron Busse
Chuck Houtman

Nov. 2, Jerrilee Rhea
Nov. 4, Audrey Busse
Nov. 5, Maricruz Maldonado
Nov. 16, Kathy Merrill
Nov. 20, Charleen Wallert
Nov. 21, Barb Floto
Nov. 29 Lucy Olson

Rides to Church
Call: Myron Busse 223-7261
Duane Wallert, 223-7267,

Flower Care
Audrey Busse & Marge Frazeur
Attention Hospitality:
Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.)
are now located in the cupboard of the former
sound room in the Chapel. Cookies are in the
refrigerator in the basement.

11-14-1988, Stuart & Jerrilee Rhea
11-23-74, Randy & Donna Lopau

If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address, fpccanby@gmail.com (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a
timely manner). The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.
Thank you.

Pastor’s Schedule: Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm. Also please let him know if you or a
family member would like a visitation. He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).

Stay Connected: www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info. Find us on Facebook
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email

address is: fpccanby@gmail.com

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.

Memorial Gift Suggestions
If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian
Church, the following categories are suggested:
• Electronic Equipment

•

Building Improvements

•

Landscaping • Mission Projects • Library

•

Undesignated • Music

Community Thanksgiving Meal
Once again we are hosting the Thanksgiving Day meal in our fellowship hall from 11 am until 1 pm. Anyone who is available that day to help with cooking, prep work, set up, serving, deliveries, and clean up would be
greatly appreciated. Feel free to contact Pastor Steve to let us know if you can help. Once again the menu will
include turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, corn pudding casserole, sweet potato casserole, green bean casserole, cranberry relish, salads, and of course pumpkin or apple pie. Delivery will be available as well.
As always we are asking for a free will offering with all of the profits going to the local Prairie 5 food shelf.
Whether you join us as a guest or as a helper, or both, I hope to see you on Thanksgiving.

Taking it slow
Not only did God model rest — specifically
sabbath rest — during the Creation process,
but he also showed the value of undercommitment, even working under his potential.
“God modeled for us how to choose one or
two things to focus on each day,” writes Monica Wilkinson in Slow Lane. “If he wanted to,
he could have spoken the entire world into
existence in less than a fraction of the blink of
an eye.” Instead, God “went about it methodically, slowly, with balance and moderation.”
What a contrast to our modern-day multitasking craze!
“God was not looking to maximize every productive waking moment of every single day,”
Wilkinson adds. “He chose to focus on one or
two things, do them well and with excellence,
and then enjoy the accomplishment and reflection of a job well done.”

Present tense
After “turkey day” came and went last year, a pastor challenged church members to ask one another not
“How was your Thanksgiving?” but “How is your Thanksgiving?” After all, giving thanks should be an ongoing act.
That doesn’t always need to be profoundly deep, either. A.J.
Jacobs, author of Thanks a Thousand, once asked a philosophy-professor friend what he was
grateful for. The shockingly simple
reply? “Sometimes I’m just grateful I
have arms.” That odd but spot-on answer shows the importance, Jacobs
says, of being “thankful for things so
omnipresent that they can escape our
notice.”
So … how is your Thanksgiving?

Session Synopsis- October 18, 2019

*September income was less than expenses by a minus $7,585.06. Year to date income is less then expenses by a
minus $32,114.71. $2,948.25 was paid out for property insurance as were quarterly mission payments of $500 to
the Presbytery for General Mission and $250 to The Connection. $195.20 was sent to Heifer International for the
collection of aluminum cans and the Hat Daze donations. There were no other unusual expenses.
*Pastor’s report- Pastor Steve attended the Presbytery sponsored Boundary Training on October 15. The request
for The Depot to use the church kitchen for a Spaghetti Fundraiser on November 8 was approved.
*Clerk’s report- Karen Houtman will be the commissioner for the November 2 meeting of Minnesota Valleys
Presbytery.
*Deacon’s report- plans for meeting and Communion dates were made and reported as were bulletin delivery assignments.
*Finance/Property report- Approval was given to pay the Infrastructure cost of $8,911 in full rather than in periodic payments. The 2020 Budget, as proposed by the committee was reviewed, discussed and approved. It will
be presented to the congregation at the Annual Meeting. The Pastor’s Terms of Call will also be brought to that
meeting for approval by the congregation.
*Mission report- Fifty dollar donations were made to the Jesse Eischens and Starre Hohl fundraisers. A basket
containing SERRV items was donated to the Hospice fundraiser. Thirty-five toiletry bags were filled and donated
to Deuel County Social Services and Prairie Five in Canby. A Presbytery Guatemala Scholarship for $250 was
approved- opportunity for congregation participation will be given.
*Worship/Hospitality- plans are being made for the Annual Thanksgiving Meal for the community. Poinsettias
will be ordered- church will be decorated for Christmas following worship on November 24.
NOVEMBER NOTES FROM THE PARISH NURSE
Oh, my! I’ve cut myself & it’s bleeding quite badly! What do I do? Oh, my! My
friend is choking on a piece of meat? How can I help her? Would you like to know
the answers to these questions? Please join us for information on basic first aid on
November 13th at 1:00 pm at the church.

“A little child will lead them”
Isaiah 11 prophesies hope for the world: wisdom, understanding, righteousness, justice, faithfulness, peace. In the
words “a little child will lead them” (v. 6), Christians hear a
foretelling of God’s coming to earth as the child Jesus. Today, children — Jesus’ examples of fitness for God’s kingdom (Mark 10:14) — often lead in showing love.
At age 11, avid baker Michael Platt opened a pastry shop in
Maryland to benefit homeless people; for desserts sold, he gives an equal number to shelter residents. Eric
Schubert, 18, of New Jersey, uses his genealogy research skills to help strangers — more than 1,000 so far —
find long-lost family. In Pennsylvania, Neijae Graham-Henries became a certified barber at age 7 to give free
haircuts to kids who couldn’t afford them. (Stories shared on GoodNewsNetwork.org.)
May these children inspire us to use our passions and skills for good, in the name of the Christ-child, who grew
up and taught us to serve others in love.

