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Pastor’s Pen October 2019 
 Two months ago, the session voted for our congregation 
to become a Matthew 25 congregation. Last month I talked 
about two of the three areas of focus for Matthew 25 congre-
gations. This month I wanted to talk about the third area. As a 
congregation we can focus on any or all of these areas. 
 
Eradicating systemic poverty 
You may be startled to learn that 25 percent of children under 
6 now live in poverty. Their families lack sufficient income to 
meet basic needs for nourishment, clothing, shelter, health 
care and stable family life. As alarming as this statistic is, 
what is even worse is the fact that poverty is the greatest threat to the healthy development of children and its 
long-lasting, negative consequences: inadequate quality and quantity of food, exposure to violence, underfund-
ed schools and lack of early childhood educational opportunities, frequent housing mobility, and exposure to 
pollution and other health risks. 
In a developed society such as ours in the U.S., poverty also means a lack of access to social goods such as ed-
ucation that are essential for employment, as well as other measures of dignity, freedom and participation in 
communal life. 
Why do we speak of systemic poverty? There are structures in our society that all but guarantee that people 
living in poverty will stay that way. Systemic poverty refers to the economic exploitation of people who are 
poor through laws, policies, practices and systems that perpetuate their impoverished status. 
Poverty is complex and overlaps with many other social ills and oppressive structures in our society. Racism, 
classism, ageism and sexism are well-documented and mutually reinforcing trends. Disproportionate numbers 
of African-American and Hispanic families are headed by women, have little net worth and constitute the larg-
est number in poverty. Homelessness is one of the most egregious signs of poverty. 
High debt loads and retirement insecurity are also characteristics of poverty in the U.S., a unique situation 
among developed nations. 
Disenfranchisement of people, including mass incarceration, leads to poverty. Conflict, violence and militarism 
also contribute to rising rates of poverty. Poverty, climate change, and ecological injustice are interlocking is-
sues in which environmental ills disproportionately fall on individuals and communities already experiencing 
poverty, hunger and other forms of social oppression. Likewise, those same communities are removed from 
access to and care of clean water, land and air. 
Determining acceptable minimum standards of living and poverty rates is influenced by moral forces in a soci-
ety, such as the church. Because income is linked to employment, church policy uses phrases like “family-
sustaining, living wage,” and supports public investment to compensate for market failures. 
Reformed theology favors balancing economic as well as political power, as seen in support for workers’ rights 
to organize, the progressive income tax and luxury taxes. As Reformed Christians, Presbyterians believe that 
government is God’s agent when it comes to the providential care of people. We also believe that creation is 
entrusted to our care. A crucial part of our worship and mission is to stand together for the common good. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 
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Church Events This Month 

Wed. Oct. 2, 6:30 pm  Ed./Outreach, meeting 

Thu. Oct. 3, 2:00 pm  All by myself 

Sun. Oct. 6, 9:30 am  Clunky Can Offering    

Wed. Oct.. 9, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study 

     11:00 am Mission committee 

      1:00 pm Deacon meeting 

      2:00 pm Parish nurse Presentation 

Thu. Oct. 10, 6:30 pm  Property/Finance 

    6:30 pm  Worship/Hospitality 

Wed. Oct. 16, 6:30 pm Session  

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev, Steve Tyykila 

Cell:  1-651-341-5336 

Email:  styykila@gmail.com  

Greeters/Ushers 

Oct. 6  Doug & Marge Frazeur 

Oct. 13  Patty Gubrud 

Oct. 20   

Oct. 27  Keith & Betty Rehn 

 

Lectors   

Oct. 6  Kathy Merrill 

Oct. 13  Genevieve Tyykila 

Oct. 20  Betty Rehn 

Oct. 27  Marge Frazeur 

 

   Hospitality 

Oct. 6  Marge & Doug Frazeur 

Oct. 13   

Oct. 20   

Oct. 27  

  

Deacon Bulletin Delivery 

Oct. 6  Kathy Merrill 

Oct. 13  Betty Rehn 

Oct. 20  Myron Busse 

Oct. 27  Jody Olson 

 

Rides to Church 

Call:  Myron Busse 223-7261 

    Duane Wallert, 223-7267,  

Flower Care 
Patty Gubrud 

Oct. 6, Marcia Gingles 

Oct. 8, Dani Thovson 

Oct. 10, Dominic Olson 

Oct. 11, Judy Dillon 

Oct. 24, Stuart Rhea 

Oct. 26, Gene DeWit, Kim (Dillon) Mielke  

Attention Hospitality: 

Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.) 
are now located in the cupboard of the former 
sound room in the Chapel.  Cookies are in the  
refrigerator in the basement. 

10-07-1995 Steve & Genevieve Tyykila 



If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor    
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address,  fpccan-
by@gmail.com  (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a 
timely manner). The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.  
Thank you. 

Memorial Gift Suggestions 

If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian  

Church, the following categories are suggested: 

• Building Improvements     •   Electronic Equipment 

• Landscaping   •  Mission Projects   •  Library   

• Undesignated  •  Music 

Pastor’s Schedule:  Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled 
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm.   Also please let him know if you or a 
family member would like a visitation.  He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).   

Stay Connected:  www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info.  Find us on Facebook 
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email    address is:  fpccanby@gmail.com 
 

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.     

Mission Activity 

 The First Presbyterian Mission Committee was responsible for the September 12-13, 2019 Bloodmobile held 

at the Canby Community Center. The Houtman’s donated the Thursday evening meal for the workers and Kathy 

Merrill and Dede Burlingame made ham salad, egg salad and cheese sandwiches. They also plated the cookies 

and bars solicited for the donors and volunteers. 

 Burlingames donated the BBQ and pickles for the Friday worker noon meal as well 

as a pound of cheese for donor sandwiches. Dede also mixed up the ham salad and Carol 

Tobin made 3 dozen eggs into egg salad. Bars and cookies that were left over from the 

blood drive were brought to the church for Sunday fellowship. The total cost from mis-

sion funds was $42.72. Thanks so much to everyone who helped with this important 

mission project. Extra nonperishable supplies were stored in the church kitchen for next 

year. 

Pastor Steve and the entire Tyykila family would like to thank everyone for their con-

dolences, prayers, and cards, on the passing of Pastor Steve’s mother Diane.  



Hymn Auction 
 Has Pastor Steve ever picked a hymn that 

you have absolutely hated? Would you like to 

banish a hymn from the church forever? Well 

this month you will have the opportunity to do 

it! (Well, for a year that is). We are having a 

silent auction for the month of October and 

there are only two items up for sale. The first 

is the opportunity to ban the song you hate the 

most for an entire year starting in December 

2019 and going through November of 2020. 

The song will not be played during any regu-

larly scheduled worship service (sorry, funer-

als and weddings don’t count).  

 The second item up for auction is the 

ability to pick all the hymns for the service on 

December 1, 2019. Heck you can even choose 

Christmas carols!  

 There will be auction sheets in the back 

of the sanctuary. Bidding starts at $5, and 

goes up by $5 increments. For the banned 

hymn make sure to list which one you want to 

ban (that way someone else who loves it can 

bid higher to keep it and ban another hymn). 

You do not have to choose the hymns for De-

cember 1st at the 

time of bidding. 

Let’s have some 

fun with this! 

Unimaginable impact 

You don’t know how 

many people have been 

strengthened because 

you asked God to en-

courage them; how 

many people have been 

healed because you 

prayed for their bodies; 

how many spiritual runa-

ways have come home because you prayed for their souls. 

None of us may ever know the true effects of our prayers this 

side of death. But we do know this: History belongs to the in-

tercessors. 

 

—John Ortberg, The Life You’ve Always Wanted 



Synopsis- Session Meeting, September 18, 2019 
*August income was more than expenses by $1,045.21.  Year to date income was less than expenses by a minus 
$24,529.65.  $113.97 was spent on paint for the Family Room, $715 was spent on carpet cleaning, $100 was spent 
on the lift permit and $60 was spent on mowing.  There were no other unusual expenses. 
 
*It was approved that Pastor Steve be given time off as he dealt with his mother’s death on September 11.  The 
policy is three to five days.  Since he was in the office immediately following her death, it was approved that he be 
given an additional three working days- October 16 & 17 plus Sunday, October 20.  Pulpit supply will be Karen 
Houtman on October 20. 
 
*CAMA report- CAMA has borrowed $8,000  to cover costs of completing the Community Room.  Churches/
individuals are welcome to donate to that cause. 
 
*Clerk’s report- The 25% that we can retain from the offering  taken October 6- Worldwide Communion Sunday- 
will be donated to CAMA for the Community Room expenses. 
 
*Finance/Property report- 2019 Stewardship program will have representatives from each of the Church’s com-
mittees make a brief report to the congregation the first three Sundays of November.   Opportunities will be given 
for members of the congregation to make a donation to the purchase of the Hymnal Plus. 
 
*Mission report- The committee recently visited Esther’s Kitchen, located in Christ United Presbyterian Church in 
Marshall.  This “Kitchen” is available four days per week with meals at no cost to anyone who needs food.  Mem-
bers of our congregation could/should spread the word of its availability.  We were responsible for food for the 
Blood Mobile in September- Dede Burligame coordinated.  It was noted that the Family Room (cry room) is being 
updated- Sherry Nelson and crew to be thanked. 
 
*Worship/Hospitality- Plans are underway for the Annual Community Thanksgiving Meal. 
 
*Next meeting: Wednesday, October 16 at 6:30PM  

NOTES FROM THE PARISH NURSE 

Cataracts, glaucoma, macular degeneration, conjunctivitis—all of these are eye dis-

eases/conditions.  Would you like to know more about these?  Please join us for 

more information on October 9th at 2:00 pm at the church. 

Just Plant It 

As the church year wraps up, many Bible readings address the end times 

and Jesus’ return at an unknown date (unknown to all but God the Fa-

ther, that is). Specific beliefs about the Second Coming vary throughout 

Christendom, but our attitude about that momentous event affects how 

we live right now. 

 

“Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces,” Martin 

Luther reportedly said, “I would still plant my apple tree.” Instead of 

constantly despairing about this broken-down world, we can remain de-

termined to serve God and our neighbors, planting seeds of life and hope 

in the process.  


