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Wow there is a lot to talk about this month. The
first thing is that some of you may have noticed that
we have a new way of doing music in worship. Barb
is taking a well-earned vacation for the next month
and a half and it was very difficult to find anyone
who would play the piano, let alone the organ for
worship services. I also know that when I’ve tried to
find videos of music it has been difficult and has not gone over very well. Luckily Karen Houtman was doing
pulpit supply in Pipestone and noticed that they have a machine that plays all the songs in our hymnal; and
does it well! I checked with some other Presbyterian folks from around the country and they also highly recommended this system.
The downfall is that the new system did cost a fair amount of money but considering how much we would
have to pay if we could find an accompanist, it makes fiscal sense in the long run. I’m excited to see how the
new machine works
If you read the session summary you will notice that the session has voted for us to become a Matthew 25
congregation. Matthew 25 congregations are supposed to focus on three areas of their ministry: Building congregational vitality, dismantling structural racism, and eradicating systemic poverty. When I first hear about
this new initiative, I will be honest I was skeptical. I felt that these seemed to be obvious things that every
church should be doing. Why should we have a special program for it? Yet upon reflection I realized that although every congregation should be doing these types of things, many of them aren’t. And for those that are
doing some of them, they certainly could use some help and guidance in the process. I think I’ll talk a little
more about each emphasis in the coming months.
I just got back from Synod School. As always there was a lot to do. Every day we have two different worship services. This year’s evening worship was led by Rev. Shawna Bowman, the pastor of Friendship Presbyterian Church in Chicago. Her focus was on the gospel of Matthew and our hearts.
Our convocation speaker Dr. Dede Johnston spoke to us about cultivating civil community. We may not
agree with each other, but we can at least try to understand where each of us is coming from. She had some interesting videos that I will probably use at some time in the future.
I took three different classes this year. The first one was called Jesus outside the Bible. In this class we
looked at various writings about Jesus that did not make it into the Bible. Some of them were very interesting.
My second class was called Good vs Evil-Movie Heroes and Villains and Biblical Ethics. My third course was
how to get the most out of the camera on my iPhone. For the fourth class session I taught an improv course for
middle school age kids.
Blessings,
Pastor Steve
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Greeters/Ushers
Aug. 4
Aug. 11
Aug. 18
Aug. 25

Church Events This Month
Sun. Aug. 4, 9:30 am

Clunky Can Offering

Wed. Aug. 7, 6:30 pm

Ed./Outreach, meeting

Thu. Aug. 8, 2:00 pm

All by myself

6:30 pm

Property/Finance

Wed. Aug. 14, 11:00 am Mission committee
1:00 pm

Parish Nurse Presentation

Wed. Aug. 21, 6:30 pm

Stewardship meeting

Wed.. Aug. 28, 6:30 pm

Session

Park service
Randy & Donna Lopau
Tom McCammon

Lectors
Aug. 4
Aug. 11
Aug. 18
Aug. 25

Myron Busse
Marge Frazeur
Karen Houtman
Keith Rehn

Hospitality
Aug. 4
Aug. 11
Aug. 18
Aug. 25

Karen & Chuck Houtman
Genevieve Tyykila

Deacon Bulletin Delivery
Aug. 4
Aug. 11
Aug. 18
Aug. 25

Betty Rehn
Chuck Houtman
Myron Busse
Jody Olson

Aug, 7
Aug. 9
Aug. 21
Aug. 29
Aug. 30
Aug. 31

Kaylee Arends
Bonnie McDaniel
Wayne Monke
Steve Veverka
Marge Frazeur
Bob Briggs

Rides to Church
Call: Myron Busse 223-7261
Duane Wallert, 223-7267,

Flower Care
Morgan Tyykila
8-8-64, Gerry & Marcia Gingles
8-26-59, Chuck & Karen Houtman
Attention Hospitality:
Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.)
are now located in the cupboard of the former
sound room in the Chapel. Cookies are in the
refrigerator in the basement.

If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address, fpccanby@gmail.com (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a
timely manner). The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.
Thank you.

Pastor’s Schedule: Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm. Also please let him know if you or a
family member would like a visitation. He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).

Stay Connected: www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info. Find us on Facebook
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email

address is: fpccanby@gmail.com

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.

Memorial Gift Suggestions
If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian
Church, the following categories are suggested:
• Electronic Equipment

•

Building Improvements

•

Landscaping • Mission Projects • Library

•

Undesignated • Music

A day away in a quiet place
Maya Angelou said, “Each person deserves a day away in which no problems are confronted, no solutions
searched for. Each of us needs to withdraw from the cares which will not withdraw from us.” Similarly, when
Jesus’ disciples were consumed with ministry, he urged them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and
get some rest” (Mark 6:31, NIV).
The late days of summer might be just the time to seek “a day away” not only from problems but even from ministry. While serving God and others can be energizing, we must balance work with rest. God set that example,
resting after creating the world; Jesus set that example, calling his disciples away — not just alone, but with
him — to be refreshed.
Spend a relaxing day at a lake. Go on a scrapbooking retreat or a leisurely
hike with a friend. Find a monastery that welcomes guests, and experience 48
hours of prayer and silence there. Invite Jesus into that time and space. And
remember another message he shared: “Come to me, all you who are weary
and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28, NIV).

Pastor Steve on vacation
Pastor Steve will be on vacation August 9th
through August 17th. He also will be gone
from August 19th through August 25th. If
there are any pastoral concerns at that time
please contact Karen Houtman.

This year the finance and property committee along
with the session have purchased a stewardship plan. To
make this plan work we need at least one volunteer
from every committee to help with getting things going.
If there is anyone else who would like to be apart of the
committee they are more than welcome to help as well.
There is a meeting set for August 21st at 6:30 pm
here at the church. Your help is needed!

Kingdom on wheels
“If you love what you do, you’re going to talk about it,” says Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Carson Wentz. “I
love Jesus … so I’m going to talk about [him]. But I’m not going to force [Christianity] down your throat, either.”
That’s why the pro athlete tries to show his faith by
“how I live and what I’m about.”
Wentz started the foundation AO1 (Audience of One)
to make a tangible impact beyond the gridiron. With a
local church, he sponsors Thy Kingdom Crumb, a
food truck that offers free meals to people in the community. The motto painted on the mobile restaurant
sums up the message Wentz wants to share with his
neighbors: “It’s on us … ’cause he loves you!”

Synopsis- Session Meeting- July 17, 2019

*June income was less than expenses by a minus $6,556.87. Year to date income was less than expenses by a minus $23,898.65. $120 was spent on mowing. $320 was sent to the Presbytery for One Great Hour of Sharing.
$169.80 was sent to the Presbytery for the Pentecost offering along with $500 for General Mission. $250 was given to The Connection. There were no other unusual expenses.
*Pastor’s Report- Approval was given for Pastor Steve’s vacation- August 19-25. An exception will be made for
August 20, when Pastor Steve must be at a Presbytery meeting. Approval also includes Karen Houtman as Pulpit
Supply on Sunday, August 25. Approval was given to be a Matthew 25 congregation.
*CAMA report- Work has been finished on the Community Room at The Connection. Cost for sewer and cement
work was $11,700. Since only about $4,000 is on hand to cover the cost, they will be putting out a plea for funds.
CAMA Pork Roast will be held on Sunday, August 11.
*Clerk’s report- Commissioner for the Tuesday, August 20 meeting of Presbytery will be Randy Lopau, with Karen Houtman as back-up. Approval was given to order four Presbyterian Program calendars at a cost of $9.50 per
copy.
*Deacon report- meeting was held July 10, 2019. Communion plans for August 4 and October 7 were reported as
well as bulletin delivery arrangements through October.
*Property/Finance Committee- Plans for the Fall Stewardship Campaign are being made and the five committees
as well as session are asked to appoint one person as a Stewardship Team member. On July 14, the Session approved a committee recommendation to purchase Hymnal Plus- cost: $2,499 for the player, $99 for a battery and
$54.99 for a carrying case. Shipping will be: $35. This unit will be used when an organist is not available for
worship services. A quote of $715 was approved to do carpet cleaning throughout the church. A computer was
recently purchased for the Pastor’s Office at a cost of $553.78.
*Next meeting will be Wednesday, August 28, 2019 at 6:30PM.

NOTES FROM THE PARISH NURSE
Joint replacement surgery or replacement arthroplasty is a procedure in
which an arthritic or dysfunctional joint surface is replaced with an orthopedic prosthesis (a metal, plastic or ceramic device). Joint replacement is considered as a treatment when severe joint pain or dysfunction
is not alleviated by less-invasive therapies. To find out more please join us on August 14th at
1:00PM at the church. Bring your questions & concerns.

