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This last month I was able to attend my 30th
class reunion. It happened to fall perfectly at the end
of the week in which I had already taken time off for
continuing education; so I was doubly blessed that I
did not have to try to take extra time off. I’m pretty
sure that I have been at every fifth year reunion my
class has had. It is interesting to see how people have
changed over the years, and it is great to talk to people who I don’t get to see very often.
This year I was blessed in that I was able to reconnect with someone who I hadn’t seen since the actual
end of high school. This was a guy who had been a friend of mine since we were about three years old and had
literally lived down the street from each other! After thirty years he popped up on Facebook the week of the
reunion.
It got me to thinking about reminiscing and how we as church tend to look back at how we were and romanticize how great things were back in the “good old days.” I wasn’t here in Canby back then, but I hear
about the large number of people who participated in services and church missions. I hear about the Banana
Room and about the numbers of youth that participated in activities.
Obviously things are not like that today. We do not have the large number of younger families with kids;
in fact we don’t have nearly the number of people at all. Things have changed; not just in the church, but in
society as well. People are not driven to join organizations like they used to be, and kids feel no pressure to
hang out together when they can Snapchat, facetime, or text each other easily.
Many people have a golden glow around the memories of how church was when they were younger, and I
wonder if that glow hides the problems and issues that the church had at that time? I know that is how it feels
when I go to a reunion. Almost everyone is friendly, even if they weren’t back in the day, and many want to
humbly brag about how they’re doing now; and of course some want to reminisce about the good times that
were had.
But I can still remember the cliquish way people acted, the mean things that were said and done to and by people, and how it was not always the best time ever. I’m guessing the church was probably the same way; after
all the church is a group of people, and people have differences and disagreements there just like everywhere
else.
I guess my point is that sometimes we can get so fixated on the perceived successes of the past that we
don’t acknowledge the amazing ways in which God is working in us and through us now. Which is a real
shame, because we can’t change what has happened in the past, be it good or bad, but we can certainly live and
work in the present to try to be the best disciples of Christ that we can be.
It’s nice once in a while to take a trip down memory lane. Let’s just not get too caught up in the glow of
the good in the past and miss the opportunity to do the good that is possible here and now.
Blessings,
Pastor Steve
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Church Events This Month
Sun. June 2, 9:30 am

Clunky Can Offering

Wed. June 5, 6:30 pm

Ed./Outreach, Worship/Hosp.

Thu. June 6, 2:00 pm

All By Myself (Widow/Widowers
Fellowship)

6:30 pm
Wed. June 12, 10:00 am

Property/Finance
Pastor’s Bible Study

11:00 am

Mission

1:00 pm

Parish Nurse Presentation

Wed.. June 19, 6:30 pm
Session

Lectors
June 2
June 9
June 16
June 23
June 30

Kathy Merrill
Karen Houtman
Betty Rehn
Marge Frazeur
Genevieve Tyykila

Hospitality
June 2
June 9
June 16
June 23
June 30

Chuck & Karen Houtman
Genevieve Tyykila
June 2
Keith & Betty Rehn
Karen & Chuck Houtman

Deacon Bulletin Delivery
June 2
June 9
June 16
June 23
June 30

Arlene Briggs

June 6 Leah Beman
June 22 Dewey Tetrick
June 24 Morgan Tyykila

Virgil Vanstrom
Kathy Merrill
Chuck Houtman
Betty Rehn
Myron Busse

Rides to Church
Call: Myron Busse 223-7261
Duane Wallert, 223-7267,

Flower Care
Betty Rehn
Attention Hospitality:
Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.)
are now located in the cupboard of the former
sound room in the Chapel. Cookies are in the
refrigerator in the basement.

6-2-74, Keith & Betty Rehn
6-13-72, Doug & Marge Frazeur
6-17-73, Reid & Kathy Merrill
6-21-59, Duane & Charleen Wallert
6-28-75, Paul & Judy Dillon,
6-28-85 Earl & Bonnie McDaniel

If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address, fpccanby@gmail.com (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a
timely manner). The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.
Thank you.

Pastor’s Schedule: Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm. Also please let him know if you or a
family member would like a visitation. He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).

Stay Connected: www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info. Find us on Facebook
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email

address is: fpccanby@gmail.com

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.

Memorial Gift Suggestions
If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian
Church, the following categories are suggested:
• Electronic Equipment



Building Improvements



Landscaping • Mission Projects • Library



Undesignated • Music

Unless you’re a pluviophile (someone who loves rain),
a stretch of sunshine-free days can seem drab and
dreary. To make South Korea’s long monsoon season
more colorful, art students created murals on some
Seoul sidewalks with hydrochromic paint. It’s invisible
on dry surfaces, but as soon as water hits, vibrant images appear. Rain transforms gray pavement into
bright scenes of fish, whales and turtles.
Life’s storms, whether literal or figurative, can dampen
our enthusiasm and even challenge our faith. Yet adversity often reveals God’s true colors — and ours. No
matter what clouds pass overhead, God remains perfect, loving and steadfast. And
by praising God “rain or shine,” we, as his artwork, reveal that our Creator and his
every brushstroke are trustworthy.

Pentecost Celebration June 9th
Pentecost Sunday is the celebration of the birth of
the Christian Church. To commemorate the occasion
we will be receiving new members and baptizing
children. We would ask that you wear red for this
occasional to signify the fire of the Holy Spirit.
As in years past we also ask if you can bring a red
geraniums to be
planted in the friendship garden. The geraniums add a nice
splash of color and
help to fill in the
spaces between the
perennials.

By the time the summer solstice occurs, it feels as if the season has been in full swing for
weeks. It’s bittersweet that just when summer officially starts, the length of daylight begins
decreasing. Before we’re ready to let go of the season, summer marches toward fall, and
then winter with the year’s shortest day.
Yet that is our Creator's plan: “You have fixed all the boundaries of the earth; you have
made summer and winter” (Psalm 74:17, ESV). God fashioned the world to
be beautiful, good and perfectly
symmetrical. With concise order, he ordained seasons, rhythms, orbits and natural boundaries. As God’s beloved children, we’re blessed to enjoy the intricacies and
patterns of this magnificent universe.

Swaddled in God’s law of love
Pastor John Edgerton tells of swaddling his 2-week-old baby to help her feel secure. She loved being wrapped tightly in a soft blanket and would lie quietly — until she managed to work a tiny arm loose. Then she’d scream until
someone rewrapped her.
Edgerton likens that behavior to his own connection with God’s law, given so people can live in peace. “I know that
I’m supposed to do the right thing, but I’m always wiggling out of it,” he writes. “And very quickly my life falls
into a state of disarray.”
We’ve all experienced this. We know we are to love our neighbors as
ourselves, yet we often ignore their needs. Jesus says to love our enemies, but we wiggle around it: “That’s too naïve for this day and age.”
But then relationships crumble, life feels crazy and we recognize that,
in large part, we’ve done it to ourselves. Over and over, we wiggle out
of the soft swaddle of God’s law of love, only to flail. Thankfully, like
a loving parent, God wraps us up anew, holds us close and saves us
from ourselves — again.

Session Synopsis- May 22, 2019
*April income was less than expenses by a minus $2,215.37. Year to date income was less than expenses by a minus $13,464.62. $90 was paid for snow removal, $180 was paid for piano tuning and $307.52 was paid for installation of a new sump pump at the manse. There was no other unusual income or expenses.
*Pastor Steve reported on the Festival of Homiletics he attended May 13-17. He also visited this past month with
folks in the Nursing Home as well as the homebound. Approval was given for a service of reactivation of membership as well as possibly three baptisms to be held on Sunday, June 9.
*Personnel- in consultation with the janitor, an updated job description for that position has been developed.
*Christian Education/Outreach- Coffee cake was served on Mother’s Day as a fundraiser for camp. Plans are being made for participation with Canby Hat Days. Parish Nurse information was shared on Wednesday, May 8topic: hearing loss. Teacher Appreciation will be held on Sunday, May 19. Doug Frazeur announced that he is
retiring May 27 after forty years as choir director.
*Finance/Property- a Stewardship Program is planned to begin in the Fall. Plans are being made to clean carpets
as well as determine responses to water issues at both the manse and the church.
*Mission- May 8 meeting of the committee was a trip to visit Esther’s Kitchen at Christ United Presbyterian
Church in Marshall. More information will be coming.
*Worship/Hospitality- Worship service on August 4 will be in Central Park. Cake will be served on May 19 to
celebrate Earl McDaniels graduation from Minnesota West and on June 9 to celebrate baptisms/reactivation of
church memberships.
*Next meeting of the Session will be Wednesday, June 19 at 6:30PM.

NOTES FROM THE PARISH NURSE
DEMENTIA: Definition of dementia is the progressive deterioration of mental
function. Dementia is not a disease but rather a group of symptoms seen in a number of different diseases & situations. Conditions/diseases that cause dementia:
Parkinson’s, AIDS, vascular changes, side effects of meds, alcohol/drug abuse,
Alzheimer’s (most common type of dementia). The goal of care is to emphasize
any remaining abilities or strengths & focus on the person not the diagnosis.
To learn more, please join us on June 12th at 1:00 at the church. Bring your questions & concerns

