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This month I am continuing the theme of “How does our pastor
spend his time.” Last month I talked about the time that goes into
sermon preparation. This month I thought I would talk a little bit
about visitation.
This congregation has a history of keeping in contact with those
who are not able to come to worship. Certainly the deacons visit
these folks on a weekly basis, but there is an expectation that the pastor will regularly visit these people as well. I will be honest this has
been a new experience for me.
In my home church the ministers did not do this. When we started there the minister at the time did an initial visit with those members who could not make it to church, but he was not interested in
making it a regular activity. In his defense he was an introvert and
probably found it very uncomfortable. I think he also felt that there were better uses for his time. The next two
ministers didn’t do any home visits at all.
At my internship church they had an associate pastor (a volunteer position) who took care of most of the
visitations. I’m not sure that the pastor was given information about what the associate did!
This doesn’t mean that the first minister at my home church wasn’t willing to do hospital or home visits if
there was a spiritual need. In the case of illness, death, or even a special occasion he was always willing to be
there. The same cannot be said for the second minister; who really didn’t want to do any types of visitation,
and lied about doing hospital visits (yes we actually caught him lying).
I personally have come to enjoy visiting those who cannot come to worship. I try to visit every other week,
usually on Thursdays. And I am always available to those who have been hospitalized or have had some other
tragedy happen. The key thing being that I want to hear from the individual or their family that they want a
visit. Some people are private and do not want visits and I want to respect that decision as well.
The session and personnel committee also would like me to be available for visits with members in general. Last year I made an effort to at least offer a visit to almost every member. I am happy to do so again this
year. Please feel free to contact me so that we can arrange a time and place that is convenient for you. It can be
at your home, the church, or somewhere else if that is more comfortable.
Being able to talk to each other; to know each other on a personal level is an important part of being a
church community. That includes the pastor. The more we know about each other, the better we can support
and pray for each other. And that is a major part of what being a Christian community is all about; supporting
each other.
Blessings,
Pastor Steve
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Greeters/Ushers
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Virgil Vanstrom
Keith & Betty Rehn
Bob & Arlene Briggs
Reid & Kathy Marrill

Church Events This Month
Wed. May 1, 6:30 pm

Ed./Outreach

Thu. May 2, 2:00 pm

All By Myself (Widow/Widowers
Fellowship)

Sun. May 5, 9:30 am

Clunky Can Offering

Wed. May 8, 10:00 am

Pastor’s Bible Study

11:00 am

Parish Nurse presentation

2:00 pm

Mission visit to Esther’s Kitchen

Thu. May 9, 6:30 pm

Worship/Hosp. & Finance/Property

May 13-19

Pastor Steve at continuing Ed.

Sun. May 26, 10:30 am

Session

Lectors
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Keith Rehn
Myron Busse
Marge Frazeur
Karen Houtman

Hospitality
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Kathy Merrill
Camp Fundraiser
Earl & Bonnie McDaniel
Genevieve Tyykila

Deacon Bulletin Delivery
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Jody Olson
Chuck Houtman
Marian Cordiner
Kathy Merrill

Rides to Church
Call: Myron Busse 223-7261
Duane Wallert, 223-7267,

Flower Care
Jody Olson

Attention Hospitality:
Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.)
are now located in the cupboard of the former
sound room in the Chapel. Cookies are in the
refrigerator in the basement.

May 1 Neva Hacker
May 7 Betty Hanna
May 12 Pastor Steve
May 13 Lyle Tobin, Terry Yackley
May 17 Earl McDaniel
May 18 Anaceli Maldonado
May 20 Doug Frazeur
May 22 Norma DeWit,
May 28 Sherry Nelson, Genevieve Tyykila
May 29 Myron Busse
May 30 Donna Lopau, Betsy Tetrick

5-26-12, Nathanael & Kimberly Rehn

If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address, fpccanby@gmail.com (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a
timely manner). The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.
Thank you.

Pastor’s Schedule: Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm. Also please let him know if you or a
family member would like a visitation. He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).

Stay Connected: www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info. Find us on Facebook
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email

address is: fpccanby@gmail.com

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.

Memorial Gift Suggestions
If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian
Church, the following categories are suggested:
• Electronic Equipment



Building Improvements



Landscaping • Mission Projects • Library



Undesignated • Music

If you have a question for this question & answer column you can give it
to Pastor Steve or you can drop it in the prayer request box at the back of
the sanctuary if you would rather remain anonymous.
Q: What is the most popular Bible verse?
A: I would have expected the most popular verse to be John
3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. But because people are using Bible apps on their phones and tablets, and those apps keep track of these types
of things, the actual answer (as of 2017) is Joshua 1:9 I hereby command you: Be
strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is
with you wherever you go.
I find the contrast between these two verses interesting. I might have to do a sermon
on what these verses seem to symbolize to the church and society.

Despite becoming differently abled while in her teens, an 18th-century English poet who used the pen name Anna
Steele wrote prolifically — often about praising God. The closing stanza of “Now I Resolve With All My Heart,”
one of Steele’s 144 hymns, is a timeless prayer that’s fitting for the start of each new
day.
O may I never faint nor tire,
Nor wandering leave his sacred ways;
Great God, accept my soul’s desire,
And give me strength to live thy praise.

Healing hospitality
Repeated headlines about violence can make us “feel like locking our doors and never entering society again,”
writes pastor and author Max Lucado. After another mass shooting, he penned an online opinion piece that urged
people to do the exact opposite by opening their doors, their hearts and their circles.
“It’s no accident that hospitality and hospital come from the same Latin word,” Lucado writes, “for they both lead
to the same result: healing. When you open your door to someone, you are sending this message: ‘You matter.’”
Because daily life is filled with rejections, extending an invitation — even to a simple meal — can be life-altering,
Lucado contends. What you think is a messy house might be a sanctuary to someone else, “and to those who eat
alone every night, pork and beans on paper plates tastes like filet mignon.” Our kitchen tables are “God’s secret
weapons in the war on fear,” Lucado says. “We never know what one meal will do.”

Session Synopsis- April 28, 2019
*March income was less than expenses by a minus $5,734.27. Year to date income is less than expenses by a minus $11,249.25. $405 was paid for snow removal. $500 was sent to the Presbytery of Minnesota Valleys for general mission and $250 was given to The Connection. $435 was given to Canby Food Shelf. There were no other
unusual income or expenses.
*Pastor report- Session supported the request that our church be available to the Community Music in the Park in
case of rain- no cost. Pastor Steve will be attending a Presbytery event- Rev. Dr. Peter Steinke- on Thursday,
May 2.
*Christian Education/Outreach- Fundraisers for camp will be held on Palm Sunday and on Mother’s Day. Four
campers will be attending this summer. Ditch pickup plans were snowed out and are being rescheduled. A float is
planned for Hat Days. Teacher recognition will be May 19.
*Deacons- April minutes were distributed which included Communion and bulletin delivery plans and schedules.
*Finance/Property- Stewardship Program will be coming in the Fall. Reports were given regarding possible water
damage- in church office, church basement and the manse. Arrangements are being made for cleaning church carpets. Bushes alongside the church were trimmed by the Randy and Donna Lopau with assistance by Darold
Snortum.
*Mission- Food Shelf donations in March totaled $435 and the Clunky Can offering in April was $50.55. Forty
percent of the Pentecost Offering will be donated to The Connection. The next meeting of the Committee will be a
visit to Esther’s Kitchen in Marshall on May 8.
*Worship/Hospitality- The annual Service in the Park will be August 4 at 9:30AM.
*The next Session meeting will be held Wednesday, May 22 at 6:30PM.

NOTES FROM THE PARISH NURSE
HEARING LOSS: Deafness is usually the result of inner ear or nerve damage. It may be caused by congenital defects, disease, certain medications, exposure to loud noise (leading cause) or age related wear & tear. Chief symptom is an inability to hear sound. For some, hearing may be possible with surgery or a hearing device. Lip reading skills, written or printed word & sign
language may help with communication.
To learn more, join us at the Parish Nurse get together on May 8th at 11:00 AM at the church

