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Pastor’s Pen April 2019
This month I am continuing the theme of “How does our pastor
spend his time.” Last month I talked about the time that goes into sermon preparation. This month I thought I would talk a little bit about
larger church duties.
As a minister of Word and Sacrament I promised that I will “be a
faithful minister, proclaiming the good news in Word and Sacrament,
teaching faith and caring for people? Will you be active in government and discipline, serving in the governing bodies of the church?”
Because I was a newly ordained minister the presbytery gave me
a year to get myself situated in my new call before they asked me to
get involved. I started by serving on the committee for transformation
and development. At that time the committee’s main job was to keep
track of funds and designate money to be used for scholarships and
grants.
After about a year on that committee the presbytery restructured the entire organization and I was asked to cochair the newly created Commission on Presbytery Life (CPL). The commission’s job is to plan presbytery meetings,
to oversee task forces like the Ethiopian/South Sudanese and the Occidente task forces, and is the contact point for
the Presbyterian camps that we are affiliated with (Clearwater Forest and Okoboji). In addition to those tasks the
commission is in charge of facilitating congregations to work with each other on projects and other areas of mutual
interest. One example of this is that my commission ensures that preparations for Youth Triennium are taking place.
CPL meetings are usually monthly. Many of them are done through Zoom video conferencing, two of them each year
are held face to face at the blended presbytery meetings, and one or two each year are at the presbytery office in
Willmar. As the co-chair of CPL I also participate in monthly Zoom conferences with the chairs of all the other commissions.
Last year around this time I was asked to be the middle school coordinator for Synod School. My job is to liaison between the synod school council and the teachers, to be a contact for parents with concerns, and to help the teachers
create a curriculum for the week that is integrated with the convocation speaker’s presentations.
Last fall I was asked to be on the special commission in charge of closing the church in Westbrook. As co-chair for
the commission I made sure that we talked with the remaining members and session about options for moving their
memberships. We collected all the records and minutes of the congregation, and we dispersed the physical assets that
might be useful for other ministries. I also was the main contact for the realtor in regards to the sale of the church
building and property.
I feel it is very important that pastors are engaged at the presbytery level. Certainly at the very least pastors should be
attending as many of the quarterly presbytery meetings as possible. The presbytery is the most important level of the
denomination. It is where all of the major policy decisions are made. It is important that not only does the congregation’s pastor attend, but also that the congregation sends an elder delegate as well.
Blessings,
Pastor Steve
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Greeters/Ushers
April 7
April 14
April 18
April 21
April 28

Keith & Betty Rehn
Earl & Bonnie McDaniel
Kathy Merrill
Reid & Kathy Merrill

Lectors
April 7
April 14
April 18
April 21
April 28

Myron Busse
Marge Frazeur
Marge Frazeur
Marge Frazeur
Kathy Merrill

Church Events This Month
Wed. Apr. 3, 5:15 pm
7:30 pm
Thu. Apr. 4, 2:00 pm
6:30 pm

Dinner & Lenten Supper
Worship/Hosp. & Ed./Outreach
All By Myself (Widow/Widowers
Fellowship)
Finance/Property committee

Sun. Apr. 7. 9:30 am

Clunky Can Offering

Wed. Apr. 10, 10:00 am

Pastor’s Bible Study

11:00 am

Mission Committee

1:00 pm

Deacon’s Meeting

2: 00 pm Parish nurse presentation
5:15 pm

Dinner and Lenten Study

Wed. Apr. 17, 10:00 am

Pastor’s Bible Study

Thu. Apr. 18, 7:00 pm

Maundy Thursday Service

Fri. Apr. 19, 7:00 pm

Good Friday service (At OSL)

Sun. Apr. 28, 10:30 am

Session

Hospitality
April 7
April 14
April 21

Betty & Keith Rehn
Muffins for Camp
Genevieve Tyykila

April 28

Deacon Bulletin Delivery
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

Virgil Vanstrom
Jody Olson
Myron Busse
Kathy Merrill

Rides to Church
Call: Myron Busse 223-7261
Duane Wallert, 223-7267,

Flower Care
Barb Vanstrom

April 1 Patty Gubrud
April 6 Reid Merrill
April 17 Nathanael Rehn
April 18 Brad Rhea
April 20 Cheryl Melby

Attention Hospitality:
Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.)
are now located in the cupboard of the former
sound room in the Chapel. Cookies are in the
refrigerator in the basement.
4-25-52, Wayne & Donna Monke

If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address, fpccanby@gmail.com (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a
timely manner). The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.
Thank you.

Pastor’s Schedule: Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm. Also please let him know if you or a
family member would like a visitation. He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).

Stay Connected: www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info. Find us on Facebook
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email

address is: fpccanby@gmail.com

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.

Memorial Gift Suggestions
If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian
Church, the following categories are suggested:
• Electronic Equipment



Building Improvements



Landscaping • Mission Projects • Library



Undesignated • Music

Holy Week Activities
Holy week is one of the busiest times of the year for the church and like many congregations we have a lot going on. Please join us and bring a friend!
Palm Sunday April 14th There will be a free will offering muffin fundraiser for the youth
summer camp fund.
Maundy Thursday April 18th

Worship with communion will be at 7 pm

Good Friday April 19th Worship at 7 pm at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Easter Sunday April 21st

Worship at 9:30 am

Let laughter ‘spring’ forth!
“Spring is when you feel like whistling, even with a
shoe full of slush.” (Doug Larson)
“Easter is the only time when it’s perfectly safe to put
all of your eggs in one basket.” (Evan Esar)
“Spring is the time of year when it is summer in the sun
and winter in the shade.” (Charles Dickens)
“The world is mud-luscious and puddle wonderful.” (e.e. cummings)
“In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell
like dirt.” (Margaret Atwood)

Thank you:
Thank you to everyone for the heartfelt sympathies and prayers to
our family regarding our mother passing away! Also special thanks
to Pastor Steve for a wonderful service, the kitchen servers, and
those who provided cakes! Our family appreciates the support!
Sincerely,
Stuart &Jerrilee, Jane & Al, and Brad

Spring Flower Order Form
You are invited to purchase a 6” potted spring flower (tulips, Easter lily, or bulb assortment) as a
gift to nursing home and shut-in members of the church. These plants will decorate the sanctuary
on Easter Sunday. If you wish, you may pick up your plant for your own use after the service.
Please designate here what you wish to do. Please fill out the form below and return it, with
your check, to the Church office no later than Sunday, March 25th (Palm Sunday). All flowers are
$8.00 per pot.
I would like to purchase _____ Tulip pot(s)_______ Easter Lily(s)________ Assorted bulbs
I want to pick up my plant after the church service on Easter. ______ YES ______ NO
I want to give my plant to a member or friend of the congregation, designated by the Deacons.
(Please note that Easter lilies are NOT allowed at the nursing home)

______ YES ______NO

Please list the EXACT way you wish your name to be listed as a donor in the worship bulletin:
Name of Donor______________________________________________________________________

Session Synopsis- March, 2019
*February 2019 income was less than expenses by a minus $196.69. Year to date income is less than expenses by
a minus $5,514.98. $290 was spent on snow removal. $801.36 was spent on carpet squares for the Family Room.
$69.99 was spent on Lenten materials. We renewed the Newsletter Newsletter for $143.60 for two years with an
extra year free. $50 was spent on stewardship materials. $113.10 was spent on check blanks. There were no other
unusual expenses. We received $5,000 from the James Rhea Trust.
*CAMA report- remodeling of community room at The Connection continues. A spaghetti fundraiser is planned
for Saturday, March 30.
*Clerk’s report- approved the recording of Marilyn Rhea’s death on February 28. Reviewed the process for cancelling worship services- Pastor Steve makes the decision, it is placed on Facebook, sent to Prayer Tree participants and also called in to the KLQP radio station.
*Christian Education/Outreach- Palm Sunday Fundraiser will be held on April 14. Mother’s Day Fundraiser will
be held on May 12. $543 is needed yet to cover the cost of campers who will be attending Clearwater July 28August 3. Sympathy cards are being sent to bereaved families in the community- if there is a spouse, a blurb about
“All By Myself” is included. Kathy Merrill presented information related to Seasonal Effect Disorders.
*Finance/Property- manse inspection report was reviewed. Issues with water in the Office were discussed.
*Mission- March as Food Share month is being encouraged with $50 donated from Mission funds. Baby Closet
move to The Connection was discussed. Meals on Wheels volunteers are needed for last two weeks in March.
*Personnel- meeting with the janitor soon to review tasks and responsibilities.
*Worship/Hospitality- updated duties of Sunday morning greeters/ushers. Lenten dinners are being held at
5:15PM on March 13, 20, 27 as well as April 3 and 10.
Next meeting will be held Sunday, April 28, 2019.

NOTES FROM THE PARISH NURSE
ARTHRITIS
The definition of arthritis is joint inflammation causing pain & stiffness & can
worsen with age. There are different types of arthritis. Osteoarthritis & Rheumatoid Arthritis are the most common. Arthritis causes inflammation, swelling, pain, reduced range of motion, stiffness. Treatments include: medication,
physical therapy, diet & sometimes surgery. The next get together with the
Parish Nurse will be April 10th at 2 pm at the church. Topic: arthritis. Bring your questions & concerns

