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Pastor’s Pen March 2019 
 
 This month I am continuing the theme of “How does our pastor spend 
his time.” Last month I talked about some of the administrative tasks I per-
form. This month I thought I would continue from where I left off. As 
Protestants the focal point of our worship service is the reading and exposi-
tion of the scripture; in other words the sermon. A large amount of my time 
and effort goes into preparing a sermon for each week. 
 My sermon prep start with the creation of the bulletin (which I men-
tioned last month). The bulletin preparation helps me decide what scripture 
from the lectionary I am going to preach on. It also helps me think about the 
overall theme of the worship service and how my sermon will fit into that 
theme. Sometimes things meld together easily, and sometimes it is incredi-
bly difficult. 
 I remember my homiletics professor saying that a good guideline for the 
time it takes to create an original sermon is about an hour for every minute of preaching. So if I am preaching a ten 
minute sermon then it will take about ten hours of preparation for that sermon. 
 After praying over the scripture lessons for the week I usually start to look at various commentaries to see what 
others say about the scripture. Some of these commentaries are ones that I’ve purchased for my iPad, some are online 
commentaries, and some are in actual books in my office. After I have read through various commentaries I tend to 
let things sit for a while; usually overnight. Sometimes I’ll have an idea right away about what I want to say, and the 
commentaries give me support for my idea and things flow really smoothly. Sometimes I’m not sure and the com-
mentaries inspire me in a particular direction. Sometimes my initial thoughts are way off from what I see in the com-
mentaries, and I have to re-evaluate how I’m looking at the scripture. This last situation can make writing a sermon 
tough going. 
 Because it is important to make the sermon relatable I also have to keep an eye and ear out for what is happening 
in the community, in the nation, and around the world. A sermon needs to be relevant to what is happening in peo-
ple’s lives at the time they hear it.  
 As I’m creating my sermon I also try to think of illustrations from my own life or stories that I find about others 
that highlight what I’m trying to say. If the stories are humorous that is even better. 
 The sermon in many cases is the thing that people remember from a worship service. Not everyone is going to 
agree with what I say in my sermons. Sometimes people will find them boring. Hopefully most times most of the 
people will find the sermon engaging, informative, inspiring, and ideally remind them of the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 
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Church Events This Month 

Sun. Mar. 3. 9:30 am  Clunky Can Offering 

Wed. Mar. 6, 7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday Service  

Thu. Mar. 7, 2:00 pm  All By Myself (Widow/Widowers  
      Fellowship) 

    6:30 pm  Finance/Property committee   

Wed. Mar. 13, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study 

     11:00 am Mission Committee 

       5:15 pm Dinner and Lenten Study 

Sun. Mar. 17, 10:30 am Session  

Wed. Mar. 20, 5:15 pm Dinner and Lenten Study 

Wed. Mar. 27, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study  

Wed. Mar. 27, 5:15 pm Dinner and Lenten Study  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev, Steve Tyykila 

Cell:  1-651-341-5336 

Email:  styykila@gmail.com  

Greeters/Ushers 

March 3  Keith & Betty Rehn 

March 10 Kathy Merrill 

March 17 Sherry & Dominic Nelson 

March 24 Virgil Vanstrom 

March 31 Carol & Lyle Tobin 

Lectors   

March 3  Genevieve Tyykila 

March 6   

March 10 Marge Frazeur 

March 17 Tom McCammon 

March 24 Myron Busse 

March 31 Marge Frazeur 

Hospitality 

March 3  Genevieve Tyykila 

March 10 Carol & Lyle Tobin 

March 17 Chuck & Karen Houtman 

March 24  

March 31 Genevieve Tyykila 

Deacon Bulletin Delivery 

March 3  Kathy Merrill 

March 10 Jody Olson 

March 17 Marian Cordiner 

March 24 Myron Busse 

March 31 Chuck Houtman 

Rides to Church 

Call:  Myron Busse 223-7261 

    Duane Wallert, 223-7267,  

Flower Care 
Jody Olson 

March 4 Brandon Stripling  

March 6 Jody Olson  

March 13 Laurie Bliss  

March 20 Donna Monke, Karen Frazeur & Lisa Peterson 

March 25 Doreen Benson  

Attention Hospitality: 

Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.) 
are now located in the cupboard of the former 
sound room in the Chapel.  Cookies are in the  
refrigerator in the basement. 

3-5-55, Myron & Audrey Busse   



If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor    
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address,  fpccan-
by@gmail.com  (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a 
timely manner).  The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.  
Thank you. 

Memorial Gift Suggestions 

If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian  

Church, the following categories are suggested: 

 Building Improvements     •   Electronic Equipment 

 Landscaping   •  Mission Projects   •  Library   

 Undesignated  •  Music 

Pastor’s Schedule:  Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled 
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm.   Also please let him know if you or a 
family member would like a visitation.  He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).   

Stay Connected:  www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info.  Find us on Facebook 
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email    address is:  fpccanby@gmail.com 
 

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.     

Lenten Study and Supper 

 Come join us for his years Lenten supper and study fea-

tures the book and DVD entitled Simon Peter By Adam 

Hamilton.  

 Simon Peter was not rich or educated, but was familiar 

with hard work. He was quick-tempered and impetuous, but 

possessed a passion that would change the world. He left 

everything to follow his teacher, yet struggled with doubt 

and fear. 

 Join pastor and author Adam Hamilton in this six-week 

Lenten journey, and take an in-depth dive into the life, faith, 

and character of Simon Peter. 

 Dinner will be at 5:15 pm and we usually start the pro-

gram around 5:45 pm. 



Faith journey 

A family was heading on vacation: two little ones were 

nestled in car seats; the van was packed. As Dad locked 

the house and Mom secured the garage, an adult neigh-

bor the kids knew walked up and spoke through an open 

window. “Where are you going?” The kids shrugged. 

“Well, what road are you taking?” the friend asked with 

a knowing smile. Of course, they had no idea. “Do you 

know where you’ll eat today, or where you’ll spend the 

night?” Blank stares. Then the friend asked, “Who are 

you traveling with?” The children broke into grins and 

shouted, “Mommy and Daddy!”  

 

On the journey of faith, we don’t know precisely where 

we’re headed or how all our needs will be met. But we 

know who we’re traveling with: our loving God who is 

fully aware of the twists and turns ahead; the loving 

Parent who promises to care for us wherever we go. 

If you have a question for this question & answer column you can give it 

to Pastor Steve or you can drop it in the prayer request box at the back of 

the sanctuary if you would rather remain anonymous.  

 

Q: Do we have an altar in the sanctuary?  

A: We do not have an altar in the sanctuary. We have a com-

munion table. There is the wooden shelf at the front of the sanctuary that holds the 

candles, flowers, and the Bible, but that is not considered an altar. 

 We do not use an altar because we believe that Christ's sacrifice on the altar of 

Calvary was sufficient. As his sacrifice is sufficient for grace, there is no need to rec-

reate or re-enact this event at all (as does the Roman Catholic Church with their 

Mass). We use the table because the Lord’s supper is a communal event open to all. 

Communion is about being connected to God and to each other. 



Synopsis- Session Meeting– February 24th, 2019 
 
The in person meeting was canceled due to the blizzard warning. 
The session was given materials by email to approve: 
*Acceptance, subject to audit of the Financial Report 
*Approval needed for minutes for Session on January 20 and Congregation on January 27 
*Minutes of Christian Ed/Outreach and Personnel be accepted for information 
*Finance/Property review of Manse Inspection report. 

NOTES FROM THE PARISH NURSE 

SEASONAL AFFECTIVE DISORDER 

SAD is a category of depression that emerges in particular seasons of the 

year.  Most people experience symptoms in the winter months.  You might 

notice lack of energy, difficulty concentrating, changes in sleep habits, disin-

terest in activities you usually enjoy, feelings of hopelessness, heaviness in 

arms & legs.  Causes are related to the reduction of sunlight in winter that can throw off your biological clock & 

reduce levels of serotonin & melatonin.  Treatment involves seeing your physician or a mental health professional 

as well as  phototherapy (light therapy).  Things you can do include getting outdoors more especially on sunny 

days, being physically active, getting plenty of sleep, avoiding drugs & alcohol & practicing relaxation techniques. 

* Parish Nurses are going to meet with anyone who would like to attend on March 13th at 1:00PM at the 

church. They will be checking blood pressures. Please bring your questions & concerns. They will then es-

Church Cancellation Policy 

A reminder that if the weather looks bad enough to cancel worship Pastor Steve will make 

the decision on Saturday if possible. He will notify people through the email prayer tree, the 

church’s Facebook page, and will call Madison Radio KLQP 92.1. 

If you would like to be on the prayer tree chain please contact Pastor Steve. 



   19-Jan Year to Date 2019 Budget 
% of 

Budget  19-Jan Year to Date 

Expenses           Income     

  Salaries      Camp 20.00 20.00 

   *Pastor 3328.58 3328.58 39943 8.3% Local Mission 4115.00 4115.00 

   *Pastor's Tax Allowance  4340 0.0% Per Capita 1369.15 1369.15 

         General Mission 130.00 130.00 

   Pulpit Supply   1050 0.0% PCUSA Special Offerings    

   Other Salaries      Special Mission Offerings    

        Custodian 368.5 368.5 5500 6.7% Heifer Project    

        Employer taxes 65.21 65.21 500 13.0% Memorials 25.00 25.00 

        Workman's Comp   1000 0.0% Thanksgiving Meal    

  Allowances (Pastor)      Upper Room/Wworship    

   *Manse Utilities 308.33 308.33 3700 8.3% Fellowship/Hospitality    

   *Con Education 280.00 280.00 750 37.3% Flowers    

   *Pen,Health, Dis 1698.94 1698.94 20992 8.1% Fuel    

   *Family Dental 136.03 136.03 1632 8.3% Other     

         Lenten/Advent Meal    

  Mission      Manse repair Fund    

   Per Capita 3101.25 3101.25 3500 88.6% Building Improvement 140.00 140.00 

   General Mission   2000 0.0% Grants/Refunds    

   PCUSA Special Offerings     Mission Committee 33.42 33.42 

   The Connection   1100 0.0% Use Of Church 100.00 100.00 

   Special Mission Projects         

   Heifer Project      Total Income 5932.57 5932.57 

   Thanksgiving Meal         

   Pastor's Benevolence Fund  200 0.0%    

         Assets: January 2019     

  Committees      Checkbook Balance              35,011.64  

   Ed/Outreach 12.00 12.00 1500 0.8% Co-op Accounts              27,020.90  

        Camp      Endowment PCUSA              39,604.62  

   Worship/Hospitality   1500 0.0% Endowment Fisrt Security              22,203.55  

   Mission Committee      Raymond James Fund                9,722.44  

  Building & Maintenance      Total Assests           133,563.15  

   Church Utilities 1073.3 1073.30 10000 10.7%     

   Church Repairs/Maintenance  13775 0.0%     

   Manse Repairs 93.00 93.00 2000 4.7% Total Liabilities  0.00 

   Custodial Supplies   500 0.0%       

   Property Insurance   11000 0.0%    

   Equipment   1000 0.0%    

   Property Tax/Fees   20 0.0%    

  Office      Funds Carried Over to 2019     

   Telephone/Internet 187.75 187.75 2000 9.4%     

   Postage   50 0.0% Continuing Education 129.78   

   Supplies   600 0.0% Mission Committee 907.32   

   Copier 121.49 121.49 1200 10.1% Baby Closet 87.37   

   Web Page   50 0.0% Bible Camp 885.08   

   Office Equipment   500 0.0%     

   Professional Fees 150.00 150.00 300 50.0%       

   Car (Vouchered)   500 0.0%    

   Office Other 221.00 221.00 500 44.2%    

   Session Expense 105.48 105.48 500 21.1%    

  Other Expense      Income more than expenses YTD               (5,318.29) 

   Miscellaneous   200 0.0%     

Total               11,250.86           11,250.86           133,902.00  8.4% 
Income more than expenses Jan, 
2019 Jan.2019             (5,318.29) 


