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 This month I am continuing the theme of “How does our pastor spend 
his time.” Last month I talked a little bit about doing nursing home services. 
This month I thought I would talk about some of the publication items that I 
take care of. The nursing home church service does not take all that much 
time. The local ministers rotate through it so I usually only have to do it eve-
ry six weeks, unless I’m covering for another minister. Publication work takes a lot more time each week. 
 I start my week on Monday by working on the bulletin and the power point for the next Sunday’s service. I do 
have a template so that makes it much easier since I don’t have to do the bulletin from scratch each week. The church 
subscribes to a publication called Call to Worship which also makes things easier. The publication has the lectionary 
verses for each service as well as liturgy suggestions and hymn suggestions. The nice thing about putting the bulletin 
together right away is that it helps me think about the scriptures for the week and I can start to put a theme together 
for the service. I don’t always use the books suggestions, but mostly I do. 
 At the same time I’m putting the bulletin together I am also putting the PowerPoint together as well. Since things 
like the Call to worship, the prayer of confession, and the affirmation of faith are all in both places it makes sense to 
do them at the same time. You may or may not notice, but I change out the pictures in the PowerPoint each month.  
 Sometimes one of the hardest things to find is the video interlude. Finding interesting videos that have interest-
ing songs that aren’t too repetitive or “Rock and Roll” that fit the theme for the scriptures can be challenging and 
time consuming as well. 
 In addition to the bulletin and PowerPoint I also have put together and update the church’s Facebook page and 
the website. Setting up the latest website took quite a bit of time to learn! Luckily updating it only takes a few 
minutes each week.  
 One of the other major publication things I take care of is this newsletter. In addition to my Pastor’s Pen I have 
to enter and format all the other information, stories, and comics. I also print, email, and address all of the newslet-
ters. 
 All in all I would say that these things take close to ¼ of my time at the church. Some weeks and months are eas-
ier than others. And of course whenever we have a funeral or a second service in a week it takes even more time be-
cause there is at least a bulletin for each of those services as well. 
 I think it is important for every member to know what their pastor is doing. I have heard about churches that had 
no idea what their pastor did during the week, and sometimes that caused dissention and anger. As the minister of my 
home church consistently said “This is how I am currently using my time, if you (the session and congregation) 
would like me to do other things that’s fine, but remember that the hours in a week are finite. If you want something 
else done then you will have to give something up.” 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 
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Church Events This Month 

Sun. Feb. 3. 9:30 am  Clunky Can Offering 

Wed. Feb. 6, 7:30 pm  Worship/Hospitality &  

      Education/Outreach committees 

Thu. Feb. 7, 2:00 pm  All By Myself (Widow/Widowers  
      Fellowship) 

     6:30 pm Finance/Property committee   

Wed. Feb. 13, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study 

     11:00 am Mission Committee 

Feb. 15-18     Pastor Steve on vacation  

Wed. Feb. 20, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study 

Sun. Feb. 24, 10:30 am Session   

Wed. Feb. 27 7:00 am  Men’s Bible study (midway café) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev, Steve Tyykila 

Cell:  1-651-341-5336 

Email:  styykila@gmail.com  

Greeters/Ushers 

February 3 Allen & Nayeli Maldonado 

February 10 Earl & Bonnie McDaniel 

February 17 Virgil Vanstrom 

February 24  

  

Lectors   

February 3 Genevieve Tyykila 

February 10 Marge Frazeur 

February 17 Marge Frazeur 

February 24 Genevieve Tyykila 

 

Hospitality 

February 3 Sherry Nelson 

February 10 Keith & Betty Rehn 

February 17 Earl & Bonnie McDaniel 

February 24 Chuck & Karen Houtman 

 

Deacon Bulletin Delivery 

February 3 Kathy Merrill 

February 10 Myron Busse 

February 17 Chuck Houtman 

February 24 Betty Rehn 

 

Rides to Church 

Call:  Myron Busse 223-7261 

    Duane Wallert, 223-7267,  

Flower Care 
Barb Vanstrom 

Feb. 10 Barb Vanstrom 

Feb. 12 Betty Rehn  

Feb. 13 Allen Maldonado  

Attention Hospitality: 

Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.) 
are now located in the cupboard of the former 
sound room in the Chapel.  Cookies are in the  
refrigerator in the basement. 

2-14-89, Anita & James Burgoyne  



If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor    
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address,  fpccan-
by@gmail.com  (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a 
timely manner).  The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.  
Thank you. 

Memorial Gift Suggestions 

If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian  

Church, the following categories are suggested: 

 Building Improvements     •   Electronic Equipment 

 Landscaping   •  Mission Projects   •  Library   

 Undesignated  •  Music 

Pastor’s Schedule:  Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled 
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm.   Also please let him know if you or a 
family member would like a visitation.  He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).   

Stay Connected:  www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info.  Find us on Facebook 
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email    address is:  fpccanby@gmail.com 
 

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.     

Neighborly love 

 As an ordained minister, Fred Rogers harnessed the power of television to tell children they were loved 

— and to show them how to love others. In You Are Special, he writes, “When we love a person, we accept 

him or her exactly as is: the lovely with the unlovely, the strong along with the fearful, the true mixed in with 

the façade, and of course, the only way we can do it is by accepting ourselves that way.”  

 In a review of the touching documentary Won’t You Be My Neighbor? a writer for Variety notes: 

“Rogers’ real secret was … that the call to love your neighbor as yourself isn’t a slogan to hang in your kitch-

en with flowers around it — it’s a decision you make at 

every moment, to view every man, woman and child on 

earth as your neighbor. If you don’t see and feel that, and 

act on it, then you’re just another narcissist with a kitchen 

slogan.”  

 Last October, when a synagogue shooting shattered 

the peace of Rogers’ real-life former neighborhood, resi-

dents of all religions embraced one another as neighbors. 

Afterward, the Fred Rogers Center stated, “We long for a 

day when there is no more tragedy born from hatred.” 



The church as mosaic  

A mosaic consists of 

thousands of little stones. 

Some are blue, some are 

green, some are yellow, 

some are gold. When we 

bring our faces close to 

the mosaic, we can admire the beauty of each stone. But 

as we step back from it, we can see that all these little 

stones reveal to us a beautiful picture, telling a story 

none of these stones can tell by itself.  

 That is what our life in [the church] is about. Each 

of us is like a little stone, but together we reveal the face 

of God to the world. Nobody can say: “I make God visi-

ble.” But others who see us together can say: “They 

make God visible.” [Christian] community is where hu-

mility and glory touch.  —Henri J.M. Nouwen   

If you have a question for this question & answer column you can give it to Pastor Steve or you 

can drop it in the prayer request box at the back of the sanctuary if you 

would rather remain anonymous.  

 

Q: What does HIS mean, and whatare the symbols on the 

overhead lamps?  

A: IHS is a contraction derived from the Greek word ΙΗΣΟΥΣ, 

(meaning Jesus), used as a symbol or monogram: later it was misunderstood as 

a Latin abbreviation and expanded variously as Iesus Hominum Salvator, (Jesus, 

Savior of Men), In Hoc Signo (Vinces), in this sign (thou shalt 

conquer); In Hac (Cruce) Salus, in this (cross) salvation.  

The other side has the Greek letters Alpha and Omega (the first 

and last letters of the Greek alphabet) with the staurogram in 

the middle. The staurogram was first used to abbrevi-

ate stauros (σταυρός), the Greek word for cross, in very ear-

ly New Testament manuscripts and may visually have represent-

ed Jesus on the cross. So basically this side is saying that Je-

sus was the first and the last.  



Synopsis- Session Meeting- January 20, 2019 
 
*Clerk-  Commissioner for the February 2 meeting of Presbytery is Genevieve Tyykila;  Approved the following 
Committee leadership for 2019:  Deacon Representative on Nominating- Betty Rehn; Mission- Marian Cordiner as 
Chair and Marcia Gingles as Secretary; Worship/Hospitality- Genevieve Tyykila as Chair, Betty Rehn as Secretary; 
Finance/Property- Chuck Houtman as Chair and Keith Rehn as Secretary; Christian Education/Outreach- Doug Fra-
zeur as Chair and Patty Gubrud as Secretary. 
 
*Christian Education/Outreach-  Approved the renewal of our two year commitment for ditch pickup; a survey of 
the congregation is being done to determine possible interest in a Parish Nurse program. 
 
*Deacons- Report was received from the January 9 meeting of the Deacons.  In the report they listed meeting and 
communion dates, those responsible for communion set-up as well as bulletin delivery through April. 
 
*Finance/Property-  Noted review of the financial report which continues in the negative; approved the purchase of a 
stewardship resource, “Devoted to Generosity.” 
 
*Mission- Discussed various mission areas that might be reached and several will be researched; noted the purchase 
of an artificial Christmas tree to be used as the Angel tree; Ten birthday bags were filled and taken to Prairie Five. 
 
*Worship/Hospitality-  Advent series for Wednesday night Advent Services was discussed. 
 
*Next meeting will be Sunday, February 24 following the Worship Service. 



          Dec-18 
Year to 

Date 
2018 

Budget 
% of 

Budget   Dec-18 Year to Date 

Expenses     Income     

 General Expenses     Camp 500.00 1,968.50 

  Salaries     Local Mission 4,770.00 72,857.15 

   *Pastor 3,223.75 38,685.00 38,685 100.0% Per Capita Income 80.00 2,402.95 

   *Pastor - Tax Allowance 1,053.81 4,215.15 4,215 100.0% General Mission 280.00 1,380.00 

         PCUSA Special Offerings 372.00 1,205.22 

   Pulpit Supply  595.00 1,050 56.7% Special Mission Offerings    

   Other Salaries     Heifer Project now with Mission    

    Custodian 272.25 3,093.50 5,500 56.2% Memorials 515.00 6,385.00 

    Employer Taxes  235.53 500 12.8% Thanksgiving Meal Income  1,109.00 

    Workman's Comp   726.00 1,000 72.6% Upper Room/Worship  99.00 

  Allowances (Pastor)     Fellowship/Hospitality  42.99 

   *Manse Utilities 308.37 3,700.00 3,700 100.0% Flowers 58.00 58.00 

   *Continuing Education-Books  340.22 750 45.4% Fuel  300.00 

   **Pension, health, disability  1,698.94 20,387.28 20,112 101.4% Other Income 25.00 55.00 

   * Family Dental 136.03 1,632.36 1,632 100.0% Special Donation  240.00 

         Lenten/Advent Meal 68.00 251.00 

  Mission     Manse Repair Fund    

   Per Capita  3,210.40 3,210 100.0% Building Improvement 4,018.20 4,738.20 

   General Mission 500.00 2,000.00 2,000 100.0% Transfer of funds     

   PCUSA Special Offerings 518.25 1,085.22   Good Friday Service Offering    

   The Connection 350.00 1,100.00 1,100 100.0% Grants/refunds  688.80 

   Special Mission Projects  200.00   Mission Committee 172.65 2,269.01 

   Heiffer  Project  100.10   Use of Church   $725.00 

   Thanksgiving Meal 60.00 1,169.00         

         Total Income $10,858.85 $96,774.82 

  Committees        

   Christian Education/Outreach 40.50 796.00 1,000 79.6%      

    Library    150 0.0% Assests December 2018     

    Camp  1,804.00   Checkbook Balance   $6,045.65 

   Worship/Hospitality 210.81 936.21 1,500 62.4% Coop Savings & Memorials  $61,867.24 

   Mission committee 208.82 2,077.28   Endowment PCUSA  $39,446.22 

  Building and Maintenance     Endowment First Security  $22,203.55 

   Church Utilities 1,177.34 8,196.86 10,000 82.0% Raymond James Fund  $10,332.99 

   Church Repairs/Maintenance 1,680.99 5,873.11 3,000 195.8% Total Assets   $139,895.65 

   Manse Repairs  598.27 2,000 29.9%      

   Custodial Supplies 12.85 379.84 500 76.0%      

   Insurance 2,948.25 11,371.50 11,000 103.4% Total Liabilities   $0.00  

   Equipment   1,000 0.0%       

   Property Tax - Fees  20.00 20 100.0%    

            

  Office         

   Telephone, Internet 188.18 2,258.86 2,000 112.9%    

   Postage   50 0.0% Funds carried over to 2018 from 2017 

   Supplies  361.49 600 60.2%      

   Copier 121.50 1,390.38 1,200 115.9% Continuing Education 0.00   

   Web Page  48.00 50 96.0% Mission Committee 0.00   

   Office Equipment  130.00 500 26.0% Baby Closet 87.37   

   Professional Fees  150.00 300 50.0% Bible Camp 0.00   

   Car (vouchered)  185.30 500 37.1% Concerts 0.00   

   Office other  361.51 125 289.2%    

   Session Expenses  451.05      

  Other Expenses  200.00   Income more than expenses (YTD):  -$23,289.60 

   Miscellaneous           

Total  $14,710.64 ######### 118,949 100.9% Income more than expenses December 2018 -$3,851.79 


