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This year; at least for a few months, I thought I would talk a little bit
about what I do in my job. We’ve all heard the joke about the parishioner who
asks their pastor what he or she does the rest of their week since they only
have to work for an hour on Sunday. I’m not worried that people think I’m
being lazy, but I do think it is important for people to know what pastor’s do
when they’re not in the pulpit.
One of the many enjoyable parts of my job is doing the Sylvan Court worship service on Thursday’s at 10:15
am. I don’t have to do it every Thursday. The local ministers take turns, so I only have to go in about once every six
weeks or so.
I find it a little amazing because there are usually about ten people who participate, and most of them are not
Presbyterian, especially now that we don’t have very many members in the nursing home in the first place.
I will be honest I don’t do a lot of prep work for these services. They only last for about half an hour and most (if
not all) of the participants are not all that interested in a long rousing sermon. So I usually start us out with two to
three hymns. We used to have one resident who was able to play piano, but that option is not available anymore.
Now they have to deal with me leading them acapella. Most of the time this works just fine, but occasionally I will
run into a hymn that I thought I knew and it turns out that I didn’t. I remember one time I led them in Joyful, Joyful,
We Adore Thee and then sang the next hymn to the exact same tune. Luckily it fit the meter fine, so nobody cared.
After some singing I tend to read the some scripture that the Revised Common Lectionary sets for that day.
Many times I will start with a Psalm. I then usually read the Gospel lesson for the day, but sometimes I will read
from the Old Testament or an Epistle. It really depends upon what the scripture is.
My sermons at these services are off the cuff, and tend to focus on how people can love others, even those who
are in a nursing home situation like theirs. They can show Christian love to their fellow residents and of course to the
staff as well.
After the short sermon I tend to do an extemporaneous prayer similar to what we do on Sunday as the prayers of
the people. We finish up the prayers just like on Sunday with the Lord’s Prayer.
I then finish up the time with another two to three hymns. Many times I will ask if they have requests. The most
popular song by far is Amazing Grace. That is the song that most of the participants know by heart.
Although the service doesn’t take a long time I know that the resident’s that attend really appreciate the contact
and the singing. I love how just taking a small amount of time to do something like this can impact people, even people who may not be able to express it verbally to me.
Blessings,
Pastor Steve
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Greeters/Ushers
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

Virgil Vanstrom
Reid & Kathy Merrill
Tom McCammon
Virgil Vanstrom

Church Events This Month
Wed. Jan. 2, 5:30 pm

Elder/Deacon training & Committee
meetings

Thu. Jan. 3, 2:00 pm

All By Myself (Widow/Widowers
Fellowship)

Jan. 5-12

Pastor Steve on vacation

Sun. Jan. 6. 9:30 am

Clunky Can Offering

Wed. Jan. 9, 11:00 am

Mission Committee
Deacon meeting

Sun. Jan. 20, 10:30 am

Session

Wed. Jan. 23, 10:00 am

Pastor’s Bible Study

Sun. Jan. 27 10:30 am

Annual Congregational Meeting

Lectors
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

Kathy Merrill
Marge Frazeur
Betty Rehn
Karen Houtman

Hospitality
January 6
January 13
January 20

Sherry & Rick Nelson
Keith & Betty Rehn
Chuck & Karen Houtman

January 27

Genevieve Tyykila

Deacon Bulletin Delivery
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

Virgil Vanstrom
Myron Busse
Virgil Vanstrom
Betty Rehn

Rides to Church
Call: Myron Busse 223-7261
Duane Wallert, 223-7267,

Flower Care
Barb Vanstrom
Attention Hospitality:
Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.)
are now located in the cupboard of the former
sound room in the Chapel. Cookies are in the
refrigerator in the basement.

Jan. 8
Jan. 19
Jan. 20
Jan. 22
Jan. 25

Nayeli Maldonado
Gerry Gingles
Larry Burlingame
Paulette Blair
Karen Houtman

Jan. 31 Kristine Merrill

If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address, fpccanby@gmail.com (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a
timely manner). The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.
Thank you.

Pastor’s Schedule: Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm. Also please let him know if you or a
family member would like a visitation. He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).

Stay Connected: www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info. Find us on Facebook
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email

address is: fpccanby@gmail.com

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.

Memorial Gift Suggestions
If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian
Church, the following categories are suggested:
• Electronic Equipment



Building Improvements



Landscaping • Mission Projects • Library



Undesignated • Music

Enter in
Tired of making small talk at church about
the weather or sports? Then follow Edward
Welch’s advice to “enter in” to the lives of your
fellow worshipers.
A churchgoer once asked Welch, author
of Caring for One Another (Crossway), two simple yet profound questions: “What was the best
thing about your week, and what was the worst
thing about your week?” About a month later,
when some issues were weighing heavily on
Welch’s heart, he wondered who’d be willing to
pray for him. Immediately, the person who’d
asked him those two questions came to mind.
When worshipers are willing to enjoy one another’s blessings and be burdened
by one another’s difficulties, Welch says, the body of Christ gets built up.

Lessons in wise faith
“The Magi teach us true
faith,” said Martin Luther.
Given the obstacles they
encountered, we would understand if they had given
up altogether!
First, the travelers were “off the mark,” coming to
Jerusalem to seek a newborn king in a “royal palace.”
Then, directed to Bethlehem, the wise men found a sight
“so utterly out of keeping with a king” — a poor young
woman and child, in a “poor hut” — that one might expect them to head straight home. “But,” declares Luther,
“with a great, strong and full faith they ... follow the
word of the prophet and the witness of the star in all purity of heart,” bowing to worship and honor the Savior.
—Based on Luther’s sermon for the Festival of the
Epiphany (1522), Luther’s Works

If you have a question for this question & answer column you can give it to Pastor Steve or you
can drop it in the prayer request box at the back of the sanctuary if you
would rather remain anonymous.
Q: Where was Jesus before he came to earth?
A: We affirm the Christian belief in the Trinity. The eternal God
is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The three persons are one God and share fully in
the divine life as “God.”
This means that Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity has always existed. He is the eternal God, sharing the fullness of divinitywith the Father and the Holy
Spirit. In fact the early church affirmed this belief fairly early over Arianism, the belief
that Jesus Christ was the first creation of God and as such a creature and not eternal. St. Nicholas was so angered by this argument that he punched one of the Arians at the Council of Nicea.
We don’t have to look much further than the first words of the Gospel of John to
see that the idea of Jesus being around before creation. John says “In the beginning
was the Word (note the capital letter W). And the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.”

Synopsis- Session Meeting of December 16, 2018
*November income was less than expenses by a minus $951.95. Year to date income is less than expenses by a minus $19,437.95. There were no unusual expenses.
*Pastor’s report- A Presbytery Elder/Deacon Event is planned for Saturday, January 12. Approval was given for
Pastor Steve’s continuing education at Festival of Homiletics event in Minneapolis May 13-19, 2019 as well as Karen Houtman, pulpit supply on May 19.
*Clerk’s report- The annual Elder/Deacon joint meeting will be held Wednesday, January 2 from 5:30 to 8:00PM.
Annual meeting date will be Sunday, January 27- deadline for reports is January 20. Communion dates of March 6,
April 18, June 9, August 4, October 6 and December 24 were approved. Marge Frazeur was appointed Treasurer for
2019 and Karen Houtman was appointed Clerk of Session for 2019.
*Christian Education/Outreach- Possible Parish Nurse concept being implemented in our congregation is being considered.
*Mission Committee- Angel Tree tags were all picked up by congregational members and a $150 Jim’s Market gift
certificate from committee funds was approved. A $50 donation will be made to the Otteson Fundraiser. A request
will be made to pursue the possibility that someone might have a Christmas tree they are willing to donate as a replacement for the current Angel Tree. Recycled items were packed with twenty-three (23) bags of toiletries plus a
bag of soaps and lotions delivered to the Marshall Women’s Shelter.
Worship/Hospitality- Approximately one hundred twenty (120) people were served at the Thanksgiving Day Community dinner. A donation of $670.65 was made to Prairie Five Food Shelf.
Next meeting- Sunday, January 20 following the Worship Service.

Parish Nurse Survey
The Christian Ed/Outreach Committee has brought forth the
idea of implementing a Parish Nurse concept for our congregation. This would not involve “home visits” but would be a
time set aside for taking blood pressures &/or providing educational opportunities on a variety of topics as well as further
developing relationships within our congregation and be available to assist you in understanding health concerns/issues that you have. A survey will be handed out after
church and we would greatly appreciate it if you would give us your feedback.

Nov-18

Year to
Date

2018
Budget

% of
Budget

Nov-18

Expenses
General Expenses
Salaries
*Pastor

3,223.75

*Pastor - Tax Allowance

Camp

40.00

1,468.50

Local Mission

3,906.00

68,087.15

35,461.25

38,685 91.7%

Per Capita Income

3,161.34

4,215 75.0%

General Mission

2,322.95

595.00

1,050 56.7%

2,821.25

5,500 51.3%

Memorials

1,395.00

5,870.00

85.00

PCUSA Special Offerings
Pulpit Supply

1,100.00
833.22

Special Mission Offerings
Heifer Project now with Mission

Other Salaries
Custodian

Year to Date

Income

338.25

Employer Taxes

235.53

500 12.8%

Thanksgiving Meal Income

1,109.00

1,109.00

Workman's Comp

726.00

1,000 72.6%

Upper Room/Worship

15.00

99.00

Allowances (Pastor)
*Manse Utilities

Fellowship/Hospitality
3,391.63
340.22

750 45.4%

Fuel

1,698.94

18,688.34

20,112 92.9%

Other Income

136.03

1,496.33

1,632 91.7%

Special Donation

240.00

Lenten/Advent Meal

183.00

*Continuing Education-Books
**Pension, health, disability
* Family Dental

3,700 91.7%

Flowers

Mission
3,210.40

3,210 100.0%

Building Improvement

General Mission

1,500.00

2,000 75.0%

Transfer of funds

PCUSA Special Offerings

566.97

The Connection

750.00

Special Mission Projects
Thanksgiving Meal

300.00
5.00

30.00

Manse Repair Fund

Per Capita

Heiffer Project

42.99

308.33

240.00

720.00

Good Friday Service Offering
1,100 68.2%

Grants/refunds

688.80

200.00

Mission Committee

185.34

2,096.36

100.10

100.10

Use of Church

250.00

$725.00

1,109.00

1,109.00
Total Income

$7,230.34

$85,915.97

Committees
Christian Education/Outreach

27.00

755.50

Library

1,000 75.6%
150

Camp

0.0%

Assests November 2018
Checkbook Balance

$9,371.61

1,500 48.4%

Coop Savings & Memorials

$61,867.24

Endowment PCUSA

$39,446.22

Endowment First Security

$22,203.55

1,804.00

Worship/Hospitality

16.01

725.40

Mission committee

150.00

1,868.46

Building and Maintenance
Church Utilities

661.87

Church Repairs/Maintenance

7,019.52
4,192.12

Manse Repairs

45.00

598.27

Custodial Supplies

58.79

366.99

Insurance

8,423.25

Equipment

10,000 70.2%

$10,234.49
$143,123.11

2,000 29.9%
500 73.4%
11,000 76.6% Total Liabilities
1,000

Property Tax - Fees

Raymond James Fund

3,000 139.7% Total Assets

$0.00

0.0%

20.00

20 100.0%

2,070.68

2,000 103.5%

361.49

600 60.2%

Office
Telephone, Internet

187.74

Postage

50

Supplies
Copier
Web Page

121.48

1,268.88
48.00

0.0%

Funds carried over to 2018 from 2017

1,200 105.7% Continuing Education
50 96.0% Mission Committee

0.00
0.00

Office Equipment

130.00

500 26.0% Baby Closet

87.37

Professional Fees

150.00

300 50.0% Bible Camp

0.00

Car (vouchered)

185.30

500 37.1% Concerts

0.00

Office other

361.51

125 289.2%

Session Expenses

451.05

Other Expenses

200.00

Income more than expenses (YTD):

-$19,437.81

Miscellaneous
Total

$8,182.29 #########

118,949 88.6% Income more than expenses November 2018

-$951.95

