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Pastor’s Pen November 2018 
 
Mark 10:13-16  People were bringing little children to him in order that he might 
touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he 
was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop 
them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, 
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.’ 
And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 
 
Genesis 33:5 When Esau looked up and saw the women and children, he said, ‘Who are these with you?’ Jacob said, 
‘The children whom God has graciously given your servant.’ 
 
 Sometimes when you don’t see something or use it, you tend to forget about it. This can happen in many aspects 
of life. As an example I have a hard time remembering to change our furnace filter at the house. Another example is 
my bicycle. I get it out in the spring and it is covered with dust and cobwebs and the tires are flat.  
 The churches nursery or as we are now calling it the family room is like that. For many years we really did not 
use it. Sure occasionally the janitor would dust or vacuum, or someone every couple of years would wash the toys, or 
a son or daughter would come back with grandkids for a Sunday service or a funeral or holiday, but generally it has 
been unused.  
 Well, over the last couple of years it has been used, and will continue to be used for a while. Not to mention that 
if a family with young children does visit us, that is going to be one of the areas that they will judge us by. Needless 
to say the room needs a little bit of updating. The session has agreed to this endeavor. Sherry Nelson has volunteered 
to help paint and go through the toys; some of which have been around over forty years and some of the dolls have 
been used enough to look like a Halloween decoration more than a doll. We also will be putting down new carpet 
with a thick padding so little feet will not make as much noise (although if that is an issue I would invite you to move 
to a pew closer to the front. There is always plenty of room there).  
 We are asking for donations and other volunteers to help with this work. The estimated cost is around $600; 
most of which is the cost of the new carpet and padding. I’m hoping people will be will-
ing to help us with this important ministry. We want everyone to feel welcome, and that 
includes families with infants and toddlers. One sure way to do this is to have an updated 
space for them to use.   
    
Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 



 

First Presbyterian Church 

311 Saint Olaf Avenue N 

Canby, Minnesota 56220 

www.fpccanby.org 

 507-223-5148     fpccanby@gmail.com 

 

 

Church Events This Month 

Thu. Nov. 1, 2:00 pm  All By Myself (Widow/Widowers  
      Fellowship)      

Sun. Nov. 4. 9:30 am  Clunky Can Offering 

Wed. Nov. 7, 7:30 pm  Worship/Hosp. and Ed./Outreach 

Thu. Nov. 8 6:30 pm  Finance/Property 

Wed. Nov. 14, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study 

      11:00 am Mission Committee 

Thu. Nov. 22, 11:00 am Thanksgiving Community Dinner 

Wed. Nov. 28, 7:00 am Men’s Bible breakfast (Midway) 
      10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study 

      5:15 pm Advent Study 

               7:30 pm Session   

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Pastor:  Rev, Steve Tyykila 

Cell:  1-651-341-5336 

Email:  styykila@gmail.com  

Greeters/Ushers 

November 4  Genevieve Tyykila 

November 11 Lyle & Carol Tobin 

November 18 Keith &Betty Rehn 

November 25 Virgil Vanstrom 

   

Lectors   

November 4  Betty Rehn 

November 11 Kathy Merrill 

November 18 Patty Gubrud 

November 25 Marge Frazeur 

 

Hospitality 
November 4  Chuck & Karen Houtman 

November 11 Keith & Betty Rehn 

November 18 Sherry Nelson 

November 25 Genevieve Tyykila 

 

Deacon Bulletin Delivery 

November 4  Marian Cordiner 

November 11 Chuck Houtman 

November 18 Myron Busse 

November 25 Betty Rehn 

 

Rides to Church 

Call:  Myron Busse 223-7261 

    Duane Wallert, 223-7267,  

 

Flower Care 
Audrey Busse & Marge Frazeur 

November 2  Jerrilee Rhea  

November 4  Audrey Busse 

November 5  Maricruz Maldonado  

November 16   Kathy Merrill  

November 20 Charleen Wallert  

November 21 Barb Floto  

November 29 Lucy Rae Maldonado  

Attention Hospitality: 

Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.) 
are now located in the cupboard of the former 
sound room in the Chapel.  Cookies are in the  
refrigerator in the basement. 

11-14-88, Stuart & Jerrilee Rhea 

11-23-74, Randy & Donna Lopau  



If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor    
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address,  fpccan-
by@gmail.com  (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a 
timely manner).  The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.  
Thank you. 

Memorial Gift Suggestions 

If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian  

Church, the following categories are suggested: 

 Building Improvements     •   Electronic Equipment 

 Landscaping   •  Mission Projects   •  Library   

 Undesignated  •  Music 

Pastor’s Schedule:  Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled 
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm.   Also please let him know if you or a 
family member would like a visitation.  He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).   

Stay Connected:  www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info.  Find us on Facebook 
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email    address is:  fpccanby@gmail.com 
 

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.     

Thanksgiving Community Dinner 
Thanksgiving will soon be upon us.  The Thanks-
giving Community Dinner is an important event in 
the life of our community. Please consider spending 
some time at church on Thanksgiving Day.  The 
event is from 11 am to 1 pm. We prepare Turkey, 
Stuffing, potatoes and gravy at our church.  All the 
other food is prepared by other churches or volun-
teers.  If you are available, I would challenge you to 
come and have dinner at the church.  Even better 
come and volunteer some time.  We need volun-
teers to serve food, deliver food, clean up, set up 
and prepare food.  The dinner is a free will donation 
with money above expenses going to the Prairie 
Five Food shelf.  Please contact Pastor Steve at church (507) 223-5148 or on his cell phone 
(651)341-5336 if you can help. 



If you have a question for this question & answer column you can give it to Pastor Steve or you 
can drop it in the prayer request box at the back of the sanctuary if you would rather remain 
anonymous.  

 
Q: Are there errors in the Bible? 
 
A: It depends upon what your definition of error is. Some 
Christians believe the Bible cannot properly be called the 
“Word of God” if it could be proved that even one historical or 
scientific error is found in its pages. If God is perfect, they ar-
gue, then God’s “Word” must also be perfect-a single error 

casts doubt on the truth of God.  
 Others say that the original text was perfect, but since today’s Bible is a synthe-
sis of a number of manuscripts or copies of texts there could be errors in copying or 
translation. 
 Many Presbyterians believe the Scriptures are ancient documents, written by 
people who were not concerned with the same kinds of issues of “science” or 
“History” that we are today. We should not expect the same standards for “accuracy” 
from them if this was not their goal. Biblically, one is in error when one deviates or 
goes astray from God’s truth as an expression of God’s will. This is a very serious 
error. No Presbyterian believes this kind of “error” is in the Bible. The Bible is trust-
worthy and reliable as the source for our knowledge of God and how God wants us 
to live-in this sense the Bible is “infallible.” Even if there are historical or scientific er-
rors in the Bible, it would not diminish what the Bible is: God’s divinely revealed 
source for knowing who God is and what God has done, especially in giving us sal-
vation in Jesus Christ. 
  

The genius of generosity  
“Kansas pastor Jack Wellman 
has been credited with the in-
sight that “there is a certain ge-
nius in generosity.” He ex-
plains that when we open our 
hands — figuratively speaking 
— to allow something to pass 
through our fingers, rather than 
holding it with tightly clenched 
fists, God can give us new 
blessings.  
 
“God cannot pour more into hands that are already 
clinging tightly to what they hold,” says Wellman. 
Whether material goods or time, ideas or talents, money 
or energy, the gifts God has given us so generously are 
to be shared just as freely with others. With our hands 
continually open to receive, give and receive again, 
God’s genius cycle of generosity goes on and on.   



Synopsis of Session Meeting- October 17, 2018 
 
*Pastor’s Report- the following vacation dates were approved:  January 5-12, February 17,  August 9-16.  This in-
cludes the Sundays of January 6, February 17 and August 11.  The following Continuing Education was approved: 
Guatemala trip (date yet to be determined) and Synod School July 22-28.  This includes the Sunday for the Guate-
mala trip as well as July 28. 
 
*Christian Education/Outreach-  Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 16. 
 
*Finance/Property- 
An Energy Lighting project was approved.  This will consist of replacing the light bulbs on three floors of the 
church with LED bulbs.  A rebate from Ottertail will cover expenses.    A refurbishing of the Family Room (nursery/
mother’s room) on second floor was approved.   Painting, cleaning and/or replacing of toys, installing new carpet 
will be done.  The congregation will be invited to participate financially in this project.  The 2019 budget was ap-
proved and will be reported to the congregation at the Annual Meeting. 
 
*Mission- 
Fifty-two bags of toiletries were taken to the Women’s Shelter in Marshall.  A Hospice Basket for the brunch on Oc-
tober 13 will be contributed.  A donation of $100 will be made to Esther’s Kitchen at the Marshall Presbyterian 
Church.  This project provides meals to persons in the Marshall area.   
 
*Worship/Hospitality- 
Beginning January, 2019, sign up sheets will be provided for members of the congregation to volunteer being re-
sponsible for: Sunday morning coffee hour- hospitality, usher/greeter and lector.    Plans are underway for the annu-
al Community Thanksgiving meal. 

Advent Study 

The Advent study and supper will be at 5:15 pm for four Wednesday’s starting Nov. 28th 

and going until Dec. 19th. This years Study is: The Redemption of Scrooge. Ebenezer 

Scrooge is a man in dire need of a second chance. Is redemption possible for such a 

greedy, dark and sad character? The Redemption of Scrooge, from Matt Rawle’s The Pop 

in Culture Series, shows us how the teachings of Jesus can be found in Dickens’ Christ-

mas classic. From the ghosts of Christmas past, to the Life of the present, and the resur-

rection of Christmas future, this Advent study will “bless us every one” and reinvigorate 

our spiritual journeys as we look at this familiar story through the lens of faith.   



          Sep-18 
Year to 

Date 
2018 

Budget 
% of 

Budget   Sep-18 Year to Date 

Expenses     Income     

 General Expenses     Camp 45.00 1,428.50 

  Salaries     Local Mission 9,686.87 59,732.15 

   *Pastor 3,223.75 29,013.75 38,685 75.0% Per Capita Income  2,322.95 

   *Pastor - Tax Allowance 1,053.78 3,161.34 4,215 75.0% General Mission 120.00 930.00 

         PCUSA Special Offerings 18.75 705.72 

   Pulpit Supply 95.00 595.00 1,050 56.7% Special Mission Offerings    

   Other Salaries     Heifer Project now with Mission    

    Custodian 269.50 2,241.00 5,500 40.7% Memorials 115.00 4,475.00 

    Employer Taxes  173.88 500 12.8% Thanksgiving Meal Income    

    Workman's Comp   726.00 1,000 72.6% Upper Room/Worship  84.00 

  Allowances (Pastor)     Fellowship/Hospitality  42.99 

   *Manse Utilities 308.33 2,774.97 3,700 75.0% Flowers    

   *Continuing Education-Books  340.22 750 45.4% Fuel 300.00 300.00 

   **Pension, health, disability  1,698.94 15,290.46 20,112 76.0% Other Income    

   * Family Dental 136.03 1,224.27 1,632 75.0% Special Donation  240.00 

         Lenten/Advent Meal  183.00 

  Mission     Manse Repair Fund    

   Per Capita  3,210.40 3,210 100.0% Building Improvement 20.00 360.00 

   General Mission 500.00 1,500.00 2,000 75.0% Transfer of funds     

   PCUSA Special Offerings  566.97   Good Friday Service Offering    

   The Connection 250.00 750.00 1,100 68.2% Grants/refunds  688.80 

   Special Mission Projects  200.00   Mission Committee 216.28 1,732.14 

   Heiffer  Project     Use of Church   $475.00 

   Thanksgiving Meal           

         Total Income $10,521.90 $73,700.25 

  Committees        

   Christian Education/Outreach 105.98 701.50 1,000 70.2%      

    Library    150 0.0% Assests September 2018     

    Camp  1,804.00   Checkbook Balance   $12,446.71 

   Worship/Hospitality  653.39 1,500 43.6% Coop Savings & Memorials  $61,774.34 

   Mission committee 308.67 1,718.46   Endowment PCUSA  $39,446.22 

  Building and Maintenance     Endowment First Security  $22,203.55 

   Church Utilities 249.92 6,166.83 10,000 61.7% Raymond James Fund  $10,593.16 

   Church Repairs/Maintenance 213.34 4,152.12 3,000 138.4% Total Assets   $146,463.98 

   Manse Repairs  553.27 2,000 27.7%      

   Custodial Supplies 60.52 292.94 500 58.6%      

   Insurance 2,807.75 8,423.25 11,000 76.6% Total Liabilities   $0.00  

   Equipment   1,000 0.0%       

   Property Tax - Fees  20.00 20 100.0%    

            

  Office         

   Telephone, Internet 187.36 1,695.55 2,000 84.8%    

   Postage   50 0.0% Funds carried over to 2018 from 2017 

   Supplies  361.49 600 60.2%      

   Copier 114.74 1,032.66 1,200 86.1% Continuing Education 0.00   

   Web Page   50 0.0% Mission Committee 0.00   

   Office Equipment  130.00 500 26.0% Baby Closet 87.37   

   Professional Fees  150.00 300 50.0% Bible Camp 0.00   

   Car (vouchered)  83.93 500  Concerts 0.00   

   Office other  322.51 125 258.0%    

   Session Expenses 188.60 351.05      

  Other Expenses  200.00   Income more than expenses (YTD):  -$16,880.96 

   Miscellaneous           

Total  $11,772.21 $90,581.21 118,949 76.2% Income more than expenses September 2018 -$1,250.31 


