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Pastor’s Pen July 2018
Amos 5: 24 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream.
Micah 6:8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?
Zechariah 7:9-10 Thus says the Lord of hosts: Render true judgements, show
kindness and mercy to one another; do not oppress the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor; and do not devise
evil in your hearts against one another.
Matthew 22:37-40 He (Jesus) said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’
One thing that is important to do as a minister is to never endorse a political candidate or party from the pulpit.
Not only is it against the law and can cause a church to lose its tax exempt status, but it is important to recognize that
not everyone in the congregation will share the same political ideology.
Having said that it is also important for the Christian church to stand up and decry actions taken by individuals
and our government when those actions go against our beliefs. But what beliefs are the ones that we should be declaring? That is the question isn’t it. Ever since the Bible was created people have used it to beat each other over the
head with individual verses. Many times these verses have been misquoted, mistranslated, or taken out of the context
in which they were meant to be read. So what is a good Christian to do?
Here are a couple of things that should help. First: unless the scripture verse is from Proverbs (and maybe even
then) chances are it would be important to understand the verses around it; possibly even the whole chapter or the
whole book. We see this in the Old Testament where one prophet (Isaiah 2:4) says to beat your swords into plowshares and another says beat your plowshares into swords (Joel 3:10).
Second: Does the use of the verse match the entire theme of the Bible; in other words is this just a single time
that this is said or does this follow a theme that is mentioned in many places. I’ve found that the general theme of the
Bible is that God loves us, all of us. In fact God loved us so much that God came to us as Jesus to show us that love
and to show us the way to share God’s love with others. As you can see from the small sampling of verses at the top
God expects us to take action promoting justice and help those in need.
Recently our country has divided itself over the way we are treating people coming to our country as immigrants, both legal and illegal, and people who are seeking asylum (and yes these are three different things). Regardless of the politics involved, and believe me I understand that there are many things that need to be addressed when
we talk about these issues I would like to point out that almost EVERY major Christian denomination in this country
from the Catholics, to the United Methodists, the United Church of Christ (UCC), the Episcopal Church, The Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA), the Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) and many more have all made statements against the separation of families at the border. If all these denominations can agree on this you have to believe
that there is something wrong with what we are doing as a country!
As Christians we are called to raise our voices against evil in the world. As Elie Wiesel said “Always take sides,
neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.”
Blessings,
Pastor Steve

First Presbyterian Church
311 Saint Olaf Avenue N
Canby, Minnesota 56220
www.fpccanby.org
507-223-5148 fpccanby@gmail.com
Pastor: Rev, Steve Tyykila
Cell: 1-651-341-5336
Email: styykila@gmail.com
Greeters/Ushers
July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22
July 29

Bob & Arlene Briggs
Virgil Vanstrom
Patty Gubrud
Randy & Donna Lopau
Keith & Betty Rehn

Church Events This Month
Sun. July 1, 9:30 am
Thu. July 12, 2:00 pm
July 9th-15th
Wed. July 11 11:00 am
6:30 pm
Wed. July 18, 6:30 pm
Sun. July 22 9:30 am
July 23-29
Wed. July 25, 7:00 am

Clunky can offering
All By Myself (Widow/Widowers
Fellowship)
Pastor Steve on Vacation
Mission Committee
Deacon Meeting
Session
Service in Central Park
Pastor Steve at Synod School
Men’s Bible breakfast (Midway)

Lectors
July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22
July 29

Karen Houtman
Gerry Gingles
Kathy Merrill
Keith Rehn
Marge Frazeur

Hospitality
July 1
July 8

Genevieve Tyykila
Chuck & Karen Houtman

July 15 Reid & Kathy Merrill
July 22 Genevieve Tyykila
July 29 Chuck & Karen Houtman

Deacon Bulletin Delivery
July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22
July 29

Jody Olson
Myron Busse
Kathy Merrill
Chuck Houtman
Betty Rehn

July 3 Paul Dillon
July 4 Keith Rehn
July 10 Carol Tobin
July 17 Scott Bliss
July 19 Kathryn Tyykila
July 23 Ellie Behman, Leona Smith
July 25 Randy Lopau

Rides to Church
Call: Myron Busse 223-7261
Duane Wallert, 223-7267,

Flower Care
Donna Monke
Attention Hospitality:
Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.)
are now located in the cupboard of the former
sound room in the Chapel. Cookies are in the
refrigerator in the basement.

7-1-49, Dewey & Betsy Tetrick
7-8-61, Larry & Dede Burlingame
7-15-06, Tom & Kim (Dillon) Mielke

If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address, fpccanby@gmail.com (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a
timely manner). The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.
Thank you.

Pastor’s Schedule: Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm. Also please let him know if you or a
family member would like a visitation. He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).

Stay Connected: www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info. Find us on Facebook
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email

address is: fpccanby@gmail.com

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.

Memorial Gift Suggestions
If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian
Church, the following categories are suggested:
• Electronic Equipment



Building Improvements



Landscaping • Mission Projects • Library



Undesignated • Music

Sunday Service in the Park
Don’t forget to join us in the Central Park on
Sunday July 22nd at 9:30 am for our annual service in the park. Communion will be offered. All
are welcome to participate.

Pastor’s Vacation and
Continuing Education
Pastor Steve will be on vacation starting the afternoon of Sunday July 8th through July 15th.
Pastor Steve will be on continuing Education
leave for Synod School from the afternoon of
Sunday July 22nd through Sunday July 29th

Not healed, but whole
While researching America’s Prosperity Gospel movement, Kate Bowler was saddened by its implications —
namely that God is present in people’s triumphs but not
their suffering, and that every aspect of life is either
“your fault or your reward.” When Bowler was diagnosed with stage IV cancer at age 35, the prosperityminded messages of well-wishers made cancer seem
like a punishment.
In Everything Happens for a Reason (and Other Lies
I’ve Loved), Bowler asks: “What would it mean for
Christians to give up that little piece of the American
Dream that says, ‘You are limitless’? Everything is not
possible. The mighty Kingdom of God is not yet here.
What if rich did not have to mean wealthy, and wholed
id not have to mean healed? What if being people of
‘the gospel’ meant that we are simply people with good
news? God is here. We are loved. It is enough.”

A big thank you to everyone
who helped with the float and
the watermelon feed at the
Hat Daze celebration.

If you have a question for this question & answer column you can give it
to Pastor Steve or you can drop it in the prayer request box at the back of
the sanctuary if you would rather remain anonymous.
Q: How do you decide which scripture to preach on?
A: Most of the time I use something called the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL).
For each Sunday it provides an option from the Old Testament, a Psalm, an Epistle,
and a Gospel lesson. It has a three year cycle and one of the synoptic gospels
(Matthew, Mark, or Luke) is the focus for each year with lessons from John sprinkled
throughout all three years.

Session Meeting Synopsis- June 20, 2018
*May income was less than expenses by minus $706.17. Year to date income was less than expenses by minus
$16,505.15. There was no unusual income or expenses.
*Pastor’s Report- Pastor Steve attended a meeting for Pastors at the Presbytery Office on June 12. Vacation time of
August 27- September 2 was approved. Karen Houtman was approved as Pulpit Supply for September 2. The next
Presbytery meeting will be Tuesday, August 21 in Brainerd. Clearwater Forest will be available for overnight housing prior to the meeting. Approval was given to pay the overnight cost of $50 per person for Pastor Steve and the
commissioner from Canby.
*CAMA report- Currently, 35 kids are enrolled in the summer program at The Connection with an average of 12-15
present each day. About $1,000 was made for the taco in a bag fundraiser on June 16.
*Clerk’s report- The annual records review was conducted on June 7. Minutes were approved without exception.
*Christian Education/Outreach report- Free watermelon was made available in Central Park for Hat Daze on June
16. A float was also in the parade.
*Finance/Property report- May 30 work day- back (kitchen) stairway walls and steps were painted. Kitchen and
second floor resource room were cleaned. Work was done in the janitor’s room, downstairs hallway drinking fountain was removed and wall patched and painted.
*Mission report- The 40% of the Pentecost Offering ($101.31) that is retained locally will be sent to The Connection
for support of the summer program. The CAMA project seeking donations of school supplies to be sent to Pastor
Cooper is being supported- Priority Mail boxes are available to be filled.
*Worship/Hospitality report- Plans are in place for the July 22 worship service being held in Central Park. Action
was taken to purchase 246 white Corelle plates for the kitchen. These new plates will replace the heavy plates that
are currently very difficult to lift.
*Next meeting- Wednesday, July 18, 2018 at 6:30PM.

The church will not be producing quarterly giving statements anymore. You will still receive an end of year statement for tax purposes. If you would like a statement at any other time we will be happy
to provide one.

May-18

Year to
Date

2018
Budget

% of
Budget

May-18

Expenses

Income

General Expenses
Salaries
*Pastor

3,223.75

*Pastor - Tax Allowance
Pulpit Supply

Camp

391.00

1,063.50

Local Mission

4,960.00

23,794.75

16,118.75

38,685 41.7%

Per Capita Income

130.26

2,322.95

1,053.78

4,215 25.0%

General Mission

100.00

560.00

PCUSA Special Offerings

151.97

566.97

300.00

1,050 28.6%

1,094.25

5,500 19.9%

Memorials

480.00

3,540.00

Special Mission Offerings
Heifer Project now with Mission

Other Salaries
Custodian

Year to Date

255.75

Employer Taxes

110.76

500 12.8%

Thanksgiving Meal Income

Workman's Comp

726.00

1,000 72.6%

Upper Room/Worship

84.00

Fellowship/Hospitality

42.99

Allowances (Pastor)
*Manse Utilities

308.33

1,541.65

1,698.94
136.03

680.15

*Continuing Education-Books
**Pension, health, disability
* Family Dental

3,700 41.7%

Flowers

340.22

750 45.4%

Other Local Mission offerings

8,494.70

20,112 42.2%

Other Income

1,632 41.7%

Special Donation

240.00

Lenten/Advent Meal

183.00

Mission

Manse Repair Fund

Per Capita

3,210.40

3,210 100.0%

Building Improvement

General Mission

500.00

2,000 25.0%

Transfer of funds

PCUSA Special Offerings

415.00

The Connection

250.00

Special Mission Projects

200.00

200.00

Good Friday Service Offering
1,100 22.7%

Grants/refunds

488.80

Mission Committee

140.07

Use of Church

Heiffer Project

1,033.83
$350.00

Thanksgiving Meal
Total Income

$6,353.30

$34,470.79

Committees
Christian Education/Outreach

73.28

437.52

Library

150

Camp
Worship/Hospitality

1,000 43.8%
0.0%

Assests May 2018

1,804.00
116.95

Mission committee

577.67

1,500 38.5%

Checkbook Balance

$11,260.90

Coop Savings & Memorials

$62,740.67

Endowment PCUSA

$39,290.16

988.84

Building and Maintenance
Church Utilities
Church Repairs/Maintenance
Manse Repairs
Custodial Supplies

$22,203.55

Raymond James Fund

$10,262.93

575.48

5,128.24

90.00

896.99

3,000 29.9% Total Assets

202.04

508.27

2,000 25.4%

11.75

163.81

Insurance

2,807.75

Equipment
Property Tax - Fees

Endowment First Security
10,000 51.3%

$145,758.21

500 32.8%
11,000 25.5% Total Liabilities
1,000

$0.00

0.0%

20.00

20.00

20 100.0%

187.43

946.04

2,000 47.3%

45.00

322.49

114.74

573.70

Office
Telephone, Internet
Postage
Supplies
Copier

50

Web Page

0.0%

Funds carried over to 2018 from 2017

600
1,200 47.8% Continuing Education
50

0.0%

Mission Committee

Office Equipment

130.00

500 26.0% Baby Closet

Professional Fees

150.00

300 50.0% Bible Camp

Car (vouchered)

500

Office other

322.51

Session Expenses

162.45

Other Expenses

Concerts

0.00
0.00
87.37
0.00
525.90

125 258.0%
Income more than expenses (YTD):

-$16,505.15

Miscellaneous
Total

$7,059.47 $50,975.94

118,949 42.9% Income more than expenses May 2018

-$706.17

