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Isaiah 43: 19 I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
The week after Easter was a busy one for me. From Thursday through Saturday morning I went to a conference
in St. Cloud that talked about transformation and change. Change can be a hard thing to deal with, but the fact is that
eventually it will happen. It can be good or bad, it can be difficult or easy, and it can be welcomed or it can be fought
with tooth and nail. Sometimes I think that becomes our default mode. We like how things are and so any change to
the status quo seems like an attack to us.
One of the presenters told a story that stuck with me, and I thought I would share it with you. Monarch butterflies are a very unique species. They start out as caterpillars and eventually they create a cocoon that protects them as
they transform. The thing is that when they transform they really transform! Inside that cocoon the caterpillar’s body
turns to goo, yes I said goo, and is totally rebuilt into a butterfly. Not only that but when the butterfly comes out of its
cocoon it flies far away. They start in Mexico, and a whole generation of monarchs flies north to Texas. The process
starts all over for a new generation from there. They fly further north to the Ohio River valley area. The next generation transforms and flies north up into Canada. The generation of monarchs that is hatched in that region is three generations from those that started in Mexico, has never been anywhere near that part of the world, yet it know that it
needs to go back to that area. That generation of monarch flies back all the way to the same area of Mexico and starts
a new generation of butterflies that will start the northward migration all over again.
I don’t know about you, but that is pretty amazing to me. As I heard this story it made me think of the Christian
Church. We started out generations ago, and have slowly moved to encompass the world. We have changed a lot
over the years, yet there is still a desire for us to remember our roots and go back to the start; to those first days of the
church as it was described in the book of Acts.
I think that there is change coming. There is change on a denominational level, and on a national cultural level.
The church as we have known it is not the cultural powerhouse of national influence that it once was, and to be honest I think that might be a good thing. The Christian church needs some time to look at where it is and what it stands
for.
Here in our congregation we need to be looking at where we are. Change is happening, whether we like it or not.
The question is; are we going to envision a way to make that change a good one that helps to promote God’s plan for
this congregation and community, or do we fight the change and end up in a position that we don’t want to be in? I
hope that we can work together to make the changes that are necessary to be the best people for God that we can be.
Blessings,
Pastor Steve
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Greeters/Ushers
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Virgil Vanstrom
Bob &Arlene Briggs
Tom McCammon
Reid & Kathy Merrill

Lectors
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Church Events This Month
Sun, Mar 4, CLUNKY CAN OFFERING FOR MISSIONS
Wed. May 2, 7:30 pm
Worship/Hospitality committee
Christian Ed./Outreach committee
Thu. May. 3, 2:00 pm
All By Myself (Widow/Widowers
Fellowship)
6:30 pm
Finance/Property Committee
Wed. May 9, 10:00 am
Pastor’s Bible study
11:00 am Mission Committee
Sun. May 13, 10:30 am Mother’s Day Muffin fundraiser for
summer camp
Wed. May 16, 7:30 pm
Session
Sun. May 20, 9:30 am
Pentecost
Wed. May 23, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible study

Gene DeWit
Kathy Merrill
Steve Tyykila
Marge Frazeur

Hospitality
May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

Chuck & Karen Houtman
Muffin fundraiser for Camp
Genevieve Tyykila
Kathy Merrill

5-26-12, Nathanael & Kimberly Rehn

Deacon Bulletin Delivery
May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

Chuck Houtman
Myron Busse
Betty Rehn
Jody Olson

Rides to Church
Call: Myron Busse 223-7261
Duane Wallert, 223-7267,

Flower Care
Jody Olson
Attention Hospitality:
Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.)
are now located in the cupboard of the former
sound room in the Chapel. Cookies are in the
refrigerator in the basement.

May 1
May 7
May 12
May 13
May 18
May 19
May 20
May 22
May 28
May 29
May 30

Neva Hacker
Betty Hanna
Steve Tyykila, Elayanna Johnson
Lyle Tobin, Terry Yackley
Anaceli Maldonado
Lloyd Swenson
Doug Frazeur
Norma DeWit, Millie Saltee
Genevieve Tyykila
Myron Busse
Donna Lopau, Betsy Tetrick

If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address, fpccanby@gmail.com (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a
timely manner). The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.
Thank you.

Pastor’s Schedule: Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm. Also please let him know if you or a
family member would like a visitation. He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).

Stay Connected: www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info. Find us on Facebook
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email

address is: fpccanby@gmail.com

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.

Memorial Gift Suggestions
If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian
Church, the following categories are suggested:
• Electronic Equipment



Building Improvements



Landscaping • Mission Projects • Library



Undesignated • Music

Pentecost Sunday
Mark your calendars to come to church on May
20th. Pentecost Sunday is in my opinion the
third most important Christian holiday (After
Easter and Christmas, in that order). In addition, we are continuing the tradition of wearing
red to commemorate Pentecost, and we are
asking people to bring red Geraniums to be
planted in the friendship garden. The geraniums add a nice splash of color and help to fill in the
spaces between the perennials.

Executive Director of Presbytery Mission visit
Save the date of Sunday June 3rd. Our Executive Director of Presbytery mission the Rev. Dr. SanDawna Ashley is coming to visit and preach for us. This
will be a great time to talk to our new presbytery leader and to get to know her.

Mission Committtee Update
This month is the time when we collect the second of our four denominational offerings. The Pentecost offering is focused on helping youth, and the best part about it is that we keep 40% of the offering
that is received to use for a local mission. The Mission committee has used these funds, along with
other donations to help offset the costs of free swimming lessons and summer recreation classes for
kids in our community that would normally not be able to afford them. The money that goes on to the
national level is divided as follows: 25% supports Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs) who serve in communities around the world, growing as leaders through transformative Christian service. Another 25%
supports national youth ministries (like Triennium). The last 10% is devoted to helping children who
are considered at risk. Please be generous in your donations to this worthy offering.
One Great Hour of Sharing Update
We are happy to report that our congregation raised $495 dollars for the One Great Hour of Sharing
denominational offering!
March Food Drive
The focus this year was on cash donations, and although there was some nonperishable items collected we raised $480 for the local food shelf. In addition the offering of $114 from the joint Good Friday service also was given to the food shelf as well.
A reminder that if church events are
going to be cancelled an email will be
sent out on the prayer chain, it will be
announced on the church’s Facebook
page, and we will announce it on
KLQP Madison radio 92.5, and on
Marshall Radio which has several stations. Remember that your safety is
always paramount, so if you don’t feel
you can safely make it to church stay
home; regardless of responsibilities in
the service.

If you have a question for this question & answer column you can give it
to Pastor Steve or you can drop it in the prayer request box at the back of
the sanctuary if you would rather remain anonymous.
Q: What is Pentecost and why is it a big deal?
A: Pentecost is the day we celebrate the birth of the church. It
is the day, that according to the book of Acts, tongues divided
as of fire appeared above the heads of the disciples, the Holy Spirit entered them
and everyone could understand what they were saying. It is one of the few days in
the liturgical year that we use the color red for our paraments. The red signifies the
fiery color of the flames. Other symbols include the dove and wavy lines for wind,
which represents the Holy Spirit. In the Celtic tradition the wild goose is also a symbol of the Holy Spirit.

Synopsis of Session Meeting- April 18, 2018
*March expenses were more than income by a MINUS $9,812.19. Year to date expenses were more than income
by a MINUS $15,065.75. PerCapita of $3210.40, general mission of $500 and $250 to The Connection were paid
out. Property insurance of $2,807.75 was also paid out.
*The meeting spent a productive time discussing the core values of our congregation.
*Pastor’s Report- *Member visits during the month were noted. *The Rev. SanDawna Ashley, Presbytery Executive Director of Presbytery Mission will be at our church on Sunday, May 20. She will be preaching and Pastor Steve will serve as Lector. *When a Sunday church service must be cancelled, members are to be aware that local radio stations will carry such information. We were advised to be conscious of members who might not be aware of
this.
*CAMA Report- *A volunteer bookkeeper is working with The Connection. *Area churches were advised of issues related to Emergency Preparedness by the County. The Session agreed by consensus that our church building
would be available in case of a community emergency.
*Clerk’s Report- The death of Gary Hanna on March 30 and his funeral on April 4 will be recorded.
*Christian Education/Outreach- The annual Spring ditch cleanup will be held on June 2. *$500 is still needed for
camp expenses for the four young people who will attend. There will be a muffin fundraiser held on Mother’s Day.
Cecelia, Allen and Nayeli Maldonado and Morgan Tyykila will be attending this year.
*Finance/Property- A church work day will be scheduled near the date of the city-wide clean-up day. Approval
was given for the purchase and installation of a new, small hot water heater for the kitchen.
*Mission Committee- Promotion for the Minnesota Food Share in March raised $480 plus $114 from Good Friday.
Pentecost Offering will be taken on May 20- 40% remains with our church and will possibly be used to support Canby’s Summer recreation program.
*Worship/Hospitality- Sunday, July 22 is scheduled for worship services in Central Park.
*Next meeting is May 16, 2018
Presbytery Women of the Presbytery Annual Gathering
The annual gathering is Tue. June 5th at Westminster Presbyterian Church in
Worthington MN. The guest speaker is Susan Engels, the PW participant in the
Global Exchange Program to Indonesia. Canby will be bringing the SERRV International gifts to sell. Contact Jody Olson or Dede Burlingame for more information.

The church will not be producing quarterly giving statements anymore. You will still receive an end of year statement for tax purposes. If you would like a statement at any other time we will be happy
to provide one.

Mar-18

Year to
2018
Date Budget

% of
Budget

Mar-18

Expenses

Income

General Expenses

Camp

352.50

652.50

Local Mission

6,127.00

13,522.00

Per Capita Income

260.19

2,111.56

General Mission

150.00

310.00

PCUSA Special Offerings

105.00

105.00

Salaries
*Pastor

3,223.75

9,671.25

38,685 25.0%

*Pastor - Tax Allowance

1,053.78

1,053.78

4,215 25.0%

Pulpit Supply

300.00

1,050 28.6%

222.75

Employer Taxes
Workman's Comp

Special Mission Offerings
Heifer Project now with Mission

Other Salaries
Custodian

726.00

610.25

5,500 11.1%

Memorials

64.07

500 12.8%

Thanksgiving Meal Income

726.00

1,000 72.6%

Upper Room/Worship

15.00

Fellowship/Hospitality

42.99

Allowances (Pastor)
*Manse Utilities
*Continuing Education-Books
**Pension, health, disability
* Family Dental

3,700 25.0%

General Mission

60.00

308.33

924.99

60.00

60.00

1,775.30

5,096.82

20,112 25.3%

Other Income

136.03

408.09

1,632 25.0%

Special Donation

65.00

80.00

Lenten/Advent Meal

138.00

183.00

750

8.0%

Flowers
Other Local Mission offerings

Mission
Per Capita

Year to Date

Manse Repair Fund
3,210.40

3,210.40

3,210 100.0%

Building Improvement

500.00

500.00

2,000 25.0%

Transfer of funds

PCUSA Special Offerings

80.00

Good Friday Service Offering

The Connection

250.00

250.00

Special Mission Projects

200.00

200.00

1,100 22.7%

Grants/refunds
Mission Committee

488.80
383.64

Use of Church

Heiffer Project

579.90
$250.00

Thanksgiving Meal
Total Income

$7,581.33

$18,480.75

Committees
Christian Education/Outreach

157.68

235.52

Library

1,000 23.6%
150

0.0%

Assests March 2018
Checkbook Balance

$13,207.97

1,500 20.6%

Coop Savings & Memorials

$62,664.75

Endowment PCUSA

$39,136.42

Camp
Worship/Hospitality

129.30

308.65

Mission committee

666.50

813.84

1,396.69

3,690.52

Building and Maintenance
Church Utilities
Church Repairs/Maintenance

Endowment First Security

$22,203.55

Raymond James Fund

$10,245.33

10,000 36.9%

180.00

386.99

3,000 12.9% Total Assets

Manse Repairs

45.00

306.23

2,000 15.3%

Custodial Supplies

41.57

124.57

500 24.9%

2,807.75

2,807.75

Insurance
Equipment
Property Tax - Fees

$147,458.02

11,000 25.5% Total Liabilities
1,000

0.0%

20

0.0%

$0.00

Office
Telephone, Internet

187.95

570.90

Postage

50

Supplies
Copier

2,000 28.5%

132.72
114.74

344.22

Web Page

0.0%

Funds carried over to 2018 from 2017

600 22.1%
1,200 28.7% Continuing Education
50

0.0%

Mission Committee

0.00
1.85

Office Equipment

130.00

500 26.0% Baby Closet

87.37

Professional Fees

150.00

300 50.0% Bible Camp

720.58

Car (vouchered)

500

Office other

306.49

Session Expenses

162.45

Other Expenses

Concerts

525.90

125 245.2%
Income more than expenses (YTD):

-$15,065.75

Miscellaneous
Total

$17,393.52 $33,546.50

118,949 28.2% Income more than expenses Mar 2018

-$9,812.19

