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Luke 24:1-8 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women
took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone
rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes
that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground,
but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember
how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ” Then they remembered his words.
Happy Easter! He is risen indeed!
Many people might assume that Christmas is the busiest time of year for a pastor (Just like some also assume
Christmas is the most important holiday), but Easter tends to be much busier. The simple fact is that there are more
services to plan for in a short period of time. The other fact is that Easter is and should be the most important Christian holiday. People may claim that Jesus is the reason for the Christmas season (which is sort of true), but Christ’s
resurrection is one of the most well documented events in history.
Like many holidays; our celebration of Easter has also picked up bits and pieces from other non-Christian traditions along the way. And since humanity is not static we will continue to do so. Why do we have candy, the Easter
Bunny, and colored eggs as part of Christ’s resurrection? Because these traditions have or had a special place in a
culture and the people did not want to get rid of the fun during the season even though they had converted to Christianity, so they adapted these extra traditions into their celebrations.
Easter eggs came from a much earlier tradition. The practice of decorating eggshells as part of spring rituals
is ancient, with decorated, engraved ostrich eggs found in Africa which are 60,000 years old. In the pre-dynastic period of Egypt and the early cultures of Mesopotamia and Crete, eggs were associated with death and rebirth, as well as
with kingship. The Christian custom of Easter eggs, and their symbolism of rebirth, the empty tomb, and the resurrection most likely started among the early Christians of Mesopotamia, who stained eggs with red coloring "in
memory of the blood of Christ, shed at His crucifixion.”
The rabbit was of course another symbol of spring fertility and became a Easter fixture much later than eggs
probably in the 1600’s. Originating among German Lutherans, the "Easter Hare" originally played the role of a
judge, evaluating whether children were good or disobedient in behavior at the start of the season of Eastertide.
Chocolate eggs didn’t start appearing until the late 1800’s. And jelly beans, although being invented before
the civil war, didn’t start becoming an Easter tradition until the 1930’s because of their egg like shape.
Tradition continues to change and reform as time goes on. Over the last few years some people have started to
decorate an Easter tree with eggs, rabbits, crosses, and other Easter symbols usually in a variety of pastel colors.
In the end it doesn’t matter what your traditions are regarding Easter, as long as you remember that the point
of the holiday is that Jesus died on the cross and was resurrected to free us all from sin.
Blessings,
Pastor Steve
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Greeters/Ushers
Apr 1
Apr 8
Apr 15
Apr 22
Apr 29

Keith & Betty Rehn
Randy & Donna Lopau
Reid & Kathy Merrill
Virgil Vanstrom
Genevieve Tyykila

Church Events This Month
Sun, Mar 4, CLUNKY CAN OFFERING FOR MISSIONS
Wed. Apr. 4, 7:30 pm
Worship/Hospitality committee
Christian Ed./Outreach committee
Thu. Apr. 5, 6:30 pm
Finance/Property Committee
Wed. Apr. 11, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible study
3:30 pm
Mission Committee
1:00 pm
Deacon Meeting
Thur. Apr. 12, 2:00 pm All By Myself (Widow/Widowers
Fellowship)
Wed. Apr. 18, 7:30 pm
Session
Wed. Apr. 25, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study

Lectors
Apr 1
Apr 8
Apr 15
Apr 22
Apr 29

Keith Rehn
Marge Frazeur
Judy Dillon
Tom McCammon
Patty Gubrud

Hospitality
Apr 1
Apr 8

Genevieve Tyykila
Keith & Betty Rehn

Apr 15 Genevieve Tyykila
Apr 22 Chuck & Karen Houtman
Apr 29 Lyle & Carol Tobin

Deacon Bulletin Delivery
Apr 1
Apr 8
Apr 15
Apr 22
Apr 29

Chuck Houtman
Jody Olson
Marian Cordiner
Virgil Vanstrom
Kathy Merrill

Rides to Church
Call: Myron Busse 223-7261
Duane Wallert, 223-7267,

Flower Care
Barb Vanstrom
Attention Hospitality:
Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.)
are now located in the cupboard of the former
sound room in the Chapel. Cookies are in the
refrigerator in the basement.

Apr. 1
Apr. 6
Apr. 17
Apr. 18
Apr 20

Patty Gubrud
Reid Merrill
Nathanael Rehn
Brad Rhea
Cheryl Melby

4-25-52, Wayne & Donna Monke

If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address, fpccanby@gmail.com (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a
timely manner). The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.
Thank you.

Pastor’s Schedule: Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm. Also please let him know if you or a
family member would like a visitation. He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).

Stay Connected: www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info. Find us on Facebook
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email

address is: fpccanby@gmail.com

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.

Memorial Gift Suggestions
If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian
Church, the following categories are suggested:
• Electronic Equipment



Building Improvements



Landscaping • Mission Projects • Library



Undesignated • Music

Change agents
A cartoon depicts a man at a podium firing up a crowd. “Who
wants change?” he shouts. You can almost hear the excitement
and urgency. “We do!” the listeners cry, all raising their
hands.
But the next frame features a follow-up question: “Who
wants to change?” The audience is silent and somber, with
their hands down.
The gospel Jesus announced and lived out promises monumental change: life instead of death, healing from sickness, hope
to replace despair, peace and justice instead of war and oppression. Although God could wave his hand and make the
world perfect, he chooses to work through humans. That
means we must be willing to change too.
Change can be scary, but God’s newness will so transform the
world — and us — that we’ll never miss our old, broken reality.
—Heidi Mann

Mission Committtee Update
The mission committee is collecting the box tops for
school all April. The box top coupons will be given to
the elementary school. Please drop them off in the
mission recycling center by the lift in the Narthex.

We will also start accepting used greeting cards (whole or pieces) as well as postage
stamps that have been used to mail letters. Just cut or rip the envelope around the
stamp (without ripping the stamp itself). We are excited to begin participating in these
new ministry opportunities.

Everything we need to know about life, we learned from Noah’s Ark…
1. Don't miss the boat.
2. Remember that we are all in the same boat.
3. Plan ahead! It wasn't raining when Noah built the Ark.
4. Stay fit. When you're 600 years old, someone may ask you to do something really big.
5. Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done.
6. Build your future on high ground.
7. For safety's sake, travel in pairs.
8. Speed isn't always an advantage. The snails were on board with the cheetahs.
9. When you're stressed, float a while.
10. Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals.
11. No matter the storm, when you are with God, there's always a rainbow waiting.

If you have a question for this question & answer column you can give it
to Pastor Steve or you can drop it in the prayer request box at the back of
the sanctuary if you would rather remain anonymous.
Q: Is Easter a day or a season?
A: The short answer is both. Easter is celebrated as a holiday
on the first Sunday, after the first full moon, after the spring
equinox (that’s why it moves around each year).
In addition the church also celebrates the season of Easter which lasts for 40 days
and ends with the celebration of Pentecost. During this season we focus on Christ’s
resurrection and so we continue to use the white paraments in the sanctuary.

Synopsis of Session Meeting- March 21, 2018
*February income is $3942.12 less than expenses. The year to date income is $5,253.56 less than expenses. A
CCLI license was purchased for $191.00 and there were repairs to a tub drain for $216.23 at the manse. We received a technology grant from the Presbytery for $435.00. There were no other unusual expenses or income.
*Continuing Education and Vacation time for Pastor Steve were approved: July 23-29 for Continuing Education,
July 9-15 for Vacation.
*Christian Education/Outreach- Fundraiser for camp will be held on Palm Sunday. Plans are being made for involvement in the upcoming Hat Days.
*Mission Committee- Ten Birthday Bags were assembled and delivered to Prairie Five, One Great Hour of Sharing
is being promoted ($50 of Mission funds will be donated), Minnesota Food Share is being promoted ($100 of Mission funds will be donated), scholarship for Canby Summer Rec Program is being reviewed, recycling of used greeting cards and cancelled postage stamps will be added.
*Worship/Hospitality- Plans are in place for Holy Week activities for Good Friday and Easter. Lilies, tulips and
mixed flowers (six of each) have been ordered for Easter Sunday.
*A group is being organized to do a review of church programming and activities to determine if updates and/or
changes are necessary. It has been over five years since such a review has been done. Persons from the congregation who are interested in being part of the review group should talk with Pastor Steve or Doug Frazeur.
*Next meeting is Wednesday, April 18, 2018.

The church will not be producing quarterly giving statements anymore. You will still receive an end of year statement for tax purposes. If you would like a statement at any other time we will be happy
to provide one.

Feb-18

Year to
2018
Date Budget

% of
Budget

Feb-18

Expenses

Year to Date

Income

General Expenses

Camp

Salaries
*Pastor

3,223.75

6,447.50

*Pastor - Tax Allowance

38,685 16.7%

300.00

Local Mission

2,839.00

7,395.00

Per Capita Income

521.69

1,851.37

General Mission

25.00

160.00

60.00

60.00

10.00

15.00

4,215 0.0%

PCUSA Special Offerings
Pulpit Supply

150.00

300.00

1,050 28.6%

Custodian

Special Mission Offerings
Heifer Project now with Mission

Other Salaries
192.50

Employer Taxes

387.50

5,500 7.0%

Memorials

64.07

500 12.8%

Thanksgiving Meal Income

1,000 0.0%

Upper Room/Worship

Workman's Comp
Allowances (Pastor)
*Manse Utilities
*Continuing EducationBooks
**Pension, health, disability
* Family Dental

Fellowship/Hospitality
308.33

616.66

3,700 16.7%

Flowers

750 0.0%

Other Local Mission offerings

1,660.76

3,321.52

20,112 16.5%

Other Income

136.03

272.06

1,632 16.7%

Special Donation

42.99

15.00

Lenten/Advent Meal
Mission

45.00

45.00

60.00

80.00

Grants/refuns

435.00

488.80

Mission Committee

90.34

Manse Repair Fund

Per Capita

3,210 0.0%

Building Improvement

General Mission

2,000 0.0%

Transfer of funds

PCUSA Special Offerings

Good Friday Service Offering

The Connection

1,100 0.0%

Special Mission Projects

Use of Church

Heiffer Project

196.26
$250.00

Thanksgiving Meal
Total Income
Committees
Christian Education/
Outreach

38.24

77.84

Library

150 0.0%
83.88

Mission committee

179.35

Assets February 2018

1,500 12.0%

Checkbook Balance

$2,500.12

Coop Savings & Memorials

$82,664.75

Endowment PCUSA

$39,136.42

147.34

Building and Maintenance
Church Utilities
Church Repairs/
Maintenance
Manse Repairs
Custodial Supplies

1,224.79

2,293.83

10,000 22.9%

176.99

206.99

3,000 6.9%

216.23

261.23

2,000 13.1%

36.40

83.00

500 16.6%

Insurance

11,000 0.0%

Equipment

1,000 0.0%

Property Tax - Fees

$10,899.42

1,000 7.8%

Camp
Worship/Hospitality

$4,086.03

Endowment First Security

$22,203.55

Raymond James Fund

$10,709.18

Total Assets

$157,214.02

Total Liabilities

$0.00

20 0.0%

Office
Telephone, Internet

201.09

382.95

2,000 19.1%

24.97

132.72

600 22.1%

114.74

229.48

Postage
Supplies
Copier

50 0.0%

Web Page

Funds carried over to 2018 from 2017

1,200 19.1% Continuing Education
50 0.0%

Mission Committee

0.00
668.35

Office Equipment

130.00

500 26.0% Baby Closet

87.37

Professional Fees

150.00

300 50.0% Bible Camp

720.58

Car (vouchered)
Office other
Session Expenses

500
191.00

306.49

48.45

162.45

Other Expenses

Concerts

525.90

125 245.2%
Income more than expenses (YTD):

-$5,253.56

Miscellaneous
Total

$8,028.15 $16,152.98

118,949 13.6% Income more than expenses (Feb. 2018)

-$3,942.12

