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Pastor’s Pen February 2018
Daniel 9:3 So I gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes.
Genesis 18:27 And Abraham replied, "Now behold, I have ventured to speak to
the Lord, although I am but dust and ashes.
It is already February; time seems to be flying along. This year we have an interesting juxtaposition of events.
The liturgical season of Lent starting with Ash Wednesday falls on the secular holiday of Valentine’s Day. This
means that Easter this year will fall on April 1st, or as we call it April Fool’s Day!
Upon first glance it is a bit hard to reconcile Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday together. When we think of
Valentine’s Day we think of romantic love. We think of cozy dates and gifts such as flowers, candy, or maybe even
jewelry. We think of a romantic dinner at a nice restaurant; maybe with champagne, or some of those foods that are
supposed to increase the libido like oysters, asparagus, pomegranates, and of course something chocolate for dessert.
Contrast that to Ash Wednesday the first day of Lent; the solemn day where people have crosses made from the
ashes of palm leaves put on their forehead or hand. It’s the day when many people decide to start giving up something for the season. It’s a day we are supposed to remember that we are mortal and sinners and that from dust we
came and to dust we shall return.
Although it is a bit hard for a conscientious Christian to reconcile the decadence of Valentine’s Day with the solemn sacrifice of the start of Lent I think there is one thing that does hold them together; and that one thing is love.
Not romantic or erotic love, but as the Greeks called it agape. Agape is the greatest kind of love; the highest form of
love, it incorporates charity and the love of God for man and of man for God.
Love is the reason for the season of Lent. But it’s the agape type of love. Even though we are sinners that have
fallen short of the glory of God, God still loves us. God loves us so much that God sent Jesus to die on the cross for
us. God’s love and grace is ours and because of that grace we know that we have a place in heaven with God.
This isn’t the kind of love that usually makes us feel giddy and goofy like when we see someone we are attracted
to. This isn’t the kind of love that can come quickly and just as quickly disappear. This is a love that lasts forever. It’s
a love that is beyond anything we have ever felt or ever will feel.
So as we walk through the store and see the heart shaped boxes of chocolate, the wall of pink and red cards that
express love for that special someone, or see the commercials that tell us the best gift to get is one with precious metals and stones and a large price tag on it, we need to also remember that there is that greater love that doesn’t require
us to buy things to show our love and dedication. It’s the love of God that only asks us to believe in God and to share
the love that God gives us, even though we don’t deserve it, with the rest of the world.
Blessings,
Pastor Steve
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Church Events This Month
Sun, Feb 4, CLUNKY CAN OFFERING FOR MISSIONS
Thu. Feb. 1, 6:30 pm
Finance/Property Committee
Wed. Feb. 7, 7:30 pm
Worship/Hospitality committee
Christian Ed./Outreach committee
Thur. Feb. 8, 2:00 pm
All By Myself (Widow/Widowers
Fellowship)
Wed. Feb. 14, 10:00 am

Pastor’s Bible study

11:00 am

Mission Committee

7:00 pm

Ash Wednesday Service

Wed. Feb. 21, 5:15 pm
7:30 pm
Wed. Feb. 28, 10:00 am

Lenten Supper and study
Session
Pastor’s Bible Study

5:15 pm

Lenten supper and study

Keith Rehn
Kathy Merrill
Betty Rehn
Marge Frazeur
Karen Houtman

Hospitality
Feb 4 Chuck & Karen Houtman
Feb 11 Genevieve Tyykila
Feb 18 Lyle & Carol Tobin
Feb 25 Keith & Betty Rehn

Deacon Bulletin Delivery
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Betty Rehn
Betty Rehn
Betty Rehn
Chuck Houtman

Birthdays
Feb. 10 Barb Vanstrom
Feb. 12 Betty Rehn
Feb. 13 Allen Maldonado

Rides to Church
Call: Duane Wallert, 223-7267,

Flower Care
Arlene Briggs

Attention Ushers:
Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.)
are now located in the cupboard of the former
sound room in the Chapel. Cookies are in the
refrigerator in the basement.

2-14-89, Anita & James Burgoyne

If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address, fpccanby@gmail.com (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a
timely manner). The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.
Thank you.

Pastor’s Schedule: Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm. Also please let him know if you or a
family member would like a visitation. He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).

Stay Connected: www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info. Find us on Facebook
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The church email

address is: fpccanby@gmail.com

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.

Memorial Gift Suggestions
If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian
Church, the following categories are suggested:
• Electronic Equipment



Building Improvements



Landscaping • Mission Projects • Library



Undesignated • Music

Lenten Supper and Study
In life and in death, Jesus’ words were powerful and meaningful. Despite the serious effort and increased pain required for Jesus to speak as he hung on the cross, Jesus
spoke seven “final words”—statements that have much to
teach us about Jesus, his Father, and ourselves:
Hamilton explores these final words as seen and heard
through the eyes and ears of those who stood near the
cross.
Each session begins with the biblical account followed by a
first-person story as might have been told from the viewpoint of one of the characters at the cross. Then the session
explores the meaning of Jesus’ dying words for our lives
today.
Join the crowd now and experience the final words from
the cross. Starting Wednesday Feb. 21st at 5:15 pm and
continuing every Wednesday in Lent.

Mission Committtee Update
The Mission Committee is always looking for these items that we recycle. They can be
dropped off in the new drawer unit in the narthex by the lift.
Pop tabs Are sent off to the Ronald McDonald House
Unused Hotel sundries Are packaged with a washcloth and given to the Women’s
Shelter in Marshall
Ink Cartridges Are given to The Connection and sent in for a small rebate.
Eye Glasses Are given to the Lion’s Club and then are given out to people in need.
Box Tops for Education Are collected all year long and given to the school in the
spring.
Ash Wednesday service Wednesday February 14th 7 pm
An Ash Wednesday Prayer: Merciful God, you called
us forth from the dust of the earth; you claimed us for
Christ in the waters of baptism. Look upon us as we enter these Forty Days bearing the mark of ashes, and
bless our journey through the desert of Lent to the font of
rebirth. May our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a
making of peace; our prayer, the chant of humble and
grateful hearts.

If you have a question for this question & answer column you can give it to Pastor Steve or you can drop
it in the prayer request box
at the back of the sanctuary
if you would rather remain
anonymous.
Q: If Lent starts on
Ash Wednesday
(Feb. 14th this year)
and goes until Easter (April 1st) Why do
we say it is 40 days of Lent when according to the calendar it’s 46?
A: The period that we call Lent does not include the six Sundays. Those are Sabbath
days and not considered fasting days. So for
those who are inclined to “give up something” for Lent you are technically allowed to
indulge on those Sundays.

Session Meeting Synopsis- Wednesday, January 17, 2018
*Expense for the month of December exceeded income by $9,033.85. Expenses year to date exceeded income by
$140.85. In December, we paid out mission money to the Presbytery. This included the General Mission ($500),
disaster relief ($1,157.99- Reformation meal), Christmas Joy ($379.00) and Peacemaking ($288.75). We paid out
$1,813.91 to Prairie Five along with mission money to The Connection of $350.00. Property insurance of $2,807.75
was also due.
*Cecelia Maldonado was present at the meeting. She read her Statement of Faith, answered questions and was approved for Confirmation on February 11.
*2018 Committee leadership is: Chr. Ed/Outreach- Doug Frazeur, Chair and Marge Frazeur, Recorder; Finance/
Property- Chuck Houtman, Chair and Keith Rehn, Recorder (Randy Lopau- Session report. Mission- Marian Cordiner, Chair and Marcia GIngles, Recorder; Worship/Hospitality- Genevieve Tyykila, Chair and Betty Rehn, Recorder; Deacons- Chuck Houtman, Chair, Betty Rehn, Vice-Chair and Kathy Merrill, Recorder. In response to questions, it was noted that Personnel leadership for 2018 is: Tom McCammon, Chair; Carol Tobin, Vice-Chair; Chuck
Houtman, representing Deacons; and Keith Rehn, At Large member.
*The General Assembly Statistical Report was reviewed, approved and will be sent to GA.
*Deacons- reported plans for Communion set up/serving and bulletin delivery. Note was also made that work is being done on Channel 6 to broadcast services.
*Mission Committee- $50 donation approved for Schubert family. Ten birthday bags were filled and taken to Prairie Five. Personnel Care items packed for women’s shelter.
*Worship/Hospitality- the following recommendation was approved: duties of usher and greeter will now be done
by same people. Persons designated as Hosts will be responsible for the coffee hour, including set up and clean up.
This is a change from past procedures when we had separate greeters while the ushers were also responsible for the
coffee hour.
“What Do I Have?”
What do I have, Lord, that you would need me as a servant?
Eyes, he said, to see the beauty in all that I’ve made — and
my children as they travel life’s highway.
Hands, he said, to reach out and touch hurting souls, to give
a hug or encouraging pat on the back.
Feet, he said, to lead my children through this world of
strife and to help them run from sin and follow me.
Mouth, he said, to lift up your voice and sing praises to
me so others may hear the joy in your heart.
Ears, he said, to listen to my still, small voice of love and to
hear my children when they cry for help.
Heart, he said, so you may know the full love of my Spirit and love my children as I have loved you.
—Thomas Butler

Dec. 17

Year to
2017
Date Budget

% of
Budget

Oct-17

Expenses

Income dec. 17

General Expenses

Interest

Salaries

Local Mission

*Pastor

3,144.37

37,732.00

37,732 100.0%

*Pastor - Tax Allowance

1,030.00

4,120.00

4,120 100.0%

Pulpit Supply

900.00

5,263.50

Per Capita Income

900 100.0%

96,242.72
2,431.60

General Mission

110.00

1,645.00

PCUSA Special Offerings

379.00

1,179.95

Special Mission Offerings

1,367.00

Heifer Project now with Mission

Other Salaries
Custodian

Year to Date

340.00

3,929.00

11,000 35.7%

Memorials

40.00

23,380.81

Employer Taxes

382.16

2,500 15.3%

Thanksgiving Meal Income

50.00

1,813.91

Workman's Comp

926.00

Upper Room/Worship

Allowances (Pastor)
*Manse Utilities

308.33

3,700.00

1,638.31
136.03

1,632.36

*Continuing Education-Books
**Pension, health, disability
* Family Dental

15.00

Fellowship/Hospitality

25.96

3,700 100.0%

Flowers

96.00

229.00

750.00

750 100.0%

Other Local Mission offerings

100.00

1,405.00

19,659.72

19,660 100.0%

Other Income

1,632 100.1%

Special Donation

595.00
10.00

Lenten/Advent Meal
Mission

PCUSA Special Offerings
The Connection

377.00

Manse Repair Fund

Per Capita
General Mission

145.00

3,462.60

3,463 100.0%

Building Improvement

500.00

2,000.00

2,000 100.0%

Transfer of funds

1,825.74

2,337.94

350.00

1,100.00

120.00

1,610.00
-17,600.30

Good Friday Service Offering
1,100 100.0%

Special Mission Projects

Tax credit/refunds

417.20

417.20

Mission Committee

144.23

2,005.46

Total Income

$6,864.93

$117,150.31

Heiffer Project
Thanksgiving Meal

1,813.91

1,813.91

Committees
Christian Education/Outreach

72.37

546.57

Library

1,500 36.4%
150

Camp

Asssests December 2017

1,320.00

Worship/Hospitality

200.43

1,415.27

Mission committee

154.94

1,983.54

1,500 94.4%

Checkbook Balance

$8,328.10

Coop Savings & Memorials

$82,511.39

Endowment PCUSA

$38,979.90

Endowment First Security

$22,203.55

Building and Maintenance
Church Utilities

819.99

6,919.73

Church Repairs/Maintenance

460.00

2,337.26

10,000 69.2%

Manse Repairs

517.74

2,000 25.9%

Custodial Supplies

276.63

500 55.3%

Insurance

2,807.75

Equipment
Property Tax - Fees

10,801.25

Raymond James Fund

$10,330.60

3,000 78.0% Total Assets

$162,353.54

10,000 108.0% Total Liabilities

969.98

500 194.0%

20.00

20 100.0%

2,211.47

2,000 110.6%

$0.00

Office
Telephone, Internet

181.87

Postage

50

Supplies
Copier
Web Page

582.55
114.74

1,318.18
297.50

Office Equipment

Funds Carried over to 2017 from 2016

500 116.5% (included in Checking Account-Updated Aug 31)
1,200 109.8% Continuing Education
300 99.2% Mission Committee
500

Baby Closet

Professional Fees

275.00

300 91.7% Bible Camp

Car (vouchered)

270.71

500 54.1% Concerts

Office other
Session Expenses

94.00

0.00
0.00
87.37
0.00
525.90

125 75.2%

688.09

Other Expenses

Income more than expenses (YTD):

-$140.85

Miscellaneous
Total

$15,898.78 #########

123,202 82.3% Income more than expenses (Dec. 2017)

-$9,033.85

