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Pastor’s Pen January 2018 
Galatians 1:14 ESV And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own 
age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. 
 
 Tradition and history; they are generally considered to be important. I think the church has a tendency to amplify 
that importance. We were recently talking in confirmation about the history of this congregation and although I’m 
sure many of you know some of these things I thought I would mention a few that were interesting to me. 
This church was founded in 1884 and was the first church in town to have services in English. All of the other 
churches had services in other languages like German, Norwegian, Swedish, or Bohemian. 
This congregation has had three church buildings since it started. All of them have been on the same property. Dur-
ing the last construction in 1955 the church held services on the second floor of the Farmers Co-Op building (Which 
is now Oak Court Apartments. 
 One of the more interesting stories about the construction of the latest building is the choice to have it done in 
stone instead of brick. To offset the extra cost the congregation decided to pour the concrete foundation themselves 
in a massive 24 hour endeavor. Members also agreed to help with the sawing and chipping of the stone for the walls. 
The church’s official name is First United Presbyterian Church in honor of the union of the Presbyterian church and 
the United Methodist church sometime in between 1912 and 1915. 
 We also talked a little bit about traditions in this church. The tradition that was a favorite was the Christmas Eve 
service; especially the part with everyone holding candles and singing Silent Night. Of course I am sure that many of 
you can think of other traditions that you have enjoyed as well. Traditions are important.  
 Artifacts in the church are important as well; whether they are the beautiful stained glass windows, the para-
ments and banners, the communion chalice, pitcher, and serving trays, or any of the many other objects that are in the 
church. All of these things can hold memories and value for us.  
 Of course it is important to remember that traditions and artifacts are important as long as they don’t become 
what we worship instead of helping us to worship God. We have to be careful that we don’t make the tradition or ar-
tifact the reason for doing something, If we are doing something or have something in the sanctuary purely because 
“We have always done it that way,” and we can’t give a good theological reason for it then it is time to take a closer 
look at it. This is one of the problems that the Catholic Church was having that led to the Reformation. The traditions 
of the church had become more important than what the message of Christ was, as given to us in scripture.   
 So let’s continue to honor our history and traditions while at the same time looking for new ways to worship 
God and bring God’s light and love to others. And let’s also remember that it is God that we are worshipping and not 
the trappings and traditions of our church. 
  
Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 
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Church Events This Month 

Sun, Jan 7, CLUNKY CAN OFFERING FOR MISSIONS 

Wed. Jan. 3, 5:30 pm  Joint Session/Deacon meeting with 

      Committees meeting after 

Sun. Jan. 7-Sat. Jan. 13 Pastor Steve is on vacation 

Wed. Jan 10, 11:00 am Mission Committee 

      Deacons meeting 

Thur. Jan. 11, 2:00 pm All By Myself (Widow/Widowers 
      Fellowship)        

Wed. Jan. 17, 7:30 pm Session  

Wed. Jan. 24, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study 

  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Pastor:  Rev, Steve Tyykila 

Cell:  1-651-341-5336 

Email:  styykila@gmail.com  

Greeters 

Jan 7  Reid & Kathy Merrill   

Jan 14  Keith & Betty Rehn   

Jan 21  Karen Houtman   

Jan 28  Randy & Donna Lopau    

  Lectors   

Jan 7  Gene DeWit  

Jan 14  Kathy Merrill  

Jan 21  Marge Frazeur 

Jan 28  Genevieve Tyykila 
 

Ushers 

Jan 7 Reid & Kathy Merrill  

Jan 14 Keith & Betty Rehn 

Jan 21 Genevieve Tyykila 

Jan 28 Chuck & Karen Houtman 
 

Deacon Bulletin Delivery 

Jan 7 Jody Olson 

Jan 14 Chuck Houtman 

Jan 21 Kathy Merrill 

Jan 28 Myron Busse 
 

Rides to Church 

Call:  Myron Busse, 223-7261,  

    or Duane Wallert, 223-7267,  
 

Flower Care 
Audrey Busse & Betty Hanna  

Jan. 8 Nayeli Maldonado  

Jan. 19 Gerry Gingles  

Jan. 20 Larry Burlingame  

Jan. 22 Paulette Blair 

Jan. 25 Karen Houtman  

Jan. 27 Brody Berends   

Jan. 31 Kristine Merrill  

BIRTHDAYS 

Attention Ushers: 

Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.) 
are now located in the cupboard of the former 
sound room in the Chapel.  Cookies are in the  
refrigerator in the basement. 



If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor    
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use the church email address,  fpccan-
by@gmail.com  (messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a 
timely manner).  The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.  
Thank you. 

Memorial Gift Suggestions 

If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian  

Church, the following categories are suggested: 

 Building Improvements     •   Electronic Equipment 

 Landscaping   •  Mission Projects   •  Library   

 Undesignated  •  Music 

Pastor’s Schedule:  Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled 
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm.   Also please let him know if you or a 
family member would like a visitation.  He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at (651-341-5336).   

Stay Connected:  www.fpccanby.org is the church website with calendar info.  Find us on Facebook 
(First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) The new church email    address is:  fpccanby@gmail.com 
 

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.     

Winter gift 

“God … does great things beyond our knowing. He says to the snow, ‘Fall to the earth’; like-
wise to his heavy, drenching rain. He shuts up all humankind indoors, so that all people may 
know his work” (Job 37:5-7, NABRE).  
 
Snow, ice and cold can make winter a hassle. “Snow days” due to a blizzard may thrill stu-
dents but usually inconvenience parents. But now and then, winter blankets the earth so heavi-
ly that it seems to quiet everything. We’re granted permission to hunker down at home, snug-
gle close with family or pets, enjoy a book or movie, make cocoa or 
cookies, and rest. It’s like a surprise sabbath — the gift of grace-time 
— when no one’s expected to get out the door or the driveway.  
 
Perhaps indeed, as Job declared, God sees fit on such days to put our 
busyness on hold and shut us all indoors so we pause and remember 
his work — his place — in our lives. Praise God for snow days!  
 
—Heidi Mann 



If you have a question for this question & answer column you can give it to Pastor Steve or you can drop it in the 
prayer request box at the back of the sanctuary if you would rather remain anonymous.  
 

Q: who were the wise men? 
 

A: The Bible is actually very vague about the individuals who visited Christ, or that matter the text 
is vague about when the wise men visited. For convenience sake we include them in our nativity 
scenes, but they could have arrived up to two years after Jesus’s birth.  
 
The only book of the Bible they are mentioned in is the gospel of Matthew. Contrary to popular 
western Christian tradition Matthew does not say how many wise men came, only that they brought 

three gifts with them. The Eastern Christian tradition believes that there were 
twelve wise men.  
 
Although the Magi are commonly referred to as "kings," there is nothing in 
the account from the Gospel of Matthew that implies that they were rulers of 
any kind. The identification of the Magi as kings is linked to Old Testament 
prophecies that describe the Messiah being worshipped by kings. Early 
readers reinterpreted Matthew in light of these prophecies and elevated the 
Magi to kings. By AD 500 all commentators adopted the prevalent tradition 

that the three were kings. The reformer John Calvin was vehemently opposed to referring to the 
Magi as kings. He once wrote: "But the most ridiculous contrivance of the Papists on this subject is, 
that those men were kings... Beyond all doubt, they have been stupefied by a righteous judgment 
of God, that all might laugh at [their] gross ignorance."  
 
The names of Melchior, Caspar, and Balthazar most likely derive from a Greek manuscript proba-
bly composed in Alexandria Egypt around the year 500 CE. 

Mission Committtee Update 

The Mission Committee is always looking for these items that we recycle. They can be 

dropped off at the cubby unit in the narthex by the lift. 

Pop tabs Are sent off to the Ronald McDonald House 

Unused Hotel sundries Are packaged with a washcloth and given to the Women’s 

Shelter in Marshall 

Ink Cartridges Are given to The Connection and sent in for a small rebate. 

Eye Glasses Are given to the Lion’s Club and then are given out to people in need. 

Box Tops for Education Are collected all year long and given to the school in the 

spring. 

A new you 

The object of a New Year is not that we should have a new year. It is that we should have a new 

soul and a new nose; new feet, a new backbone, new ears, and new eyes. Unless a particular man 

made New Year resolutions, he would make no resolutions. Unless a man starts afresh about 

things, he will certainly do nothing effective.  

 

—G.K. Chesterton 



A penguin “parable” 

  

During storms, emperor penguins huddle for warmth, taking 

turns at the center and on the perimeter of the group. While incu-

bating eggs, up to 6,000 male penguins have been observed 

clustering for shelter against the harsh Antarctic winter. Partially 

grown chicks gather in protective “crèches” (French for “cribs”); 

often surrounded by a colony of adults, these groupings ward off predators and cold.  

 

In stormy times, humans also need supportive groups; we can’t survive alone. A 

church family allows us to take turns giving and receiving care. Amid social upheaval, 

injustice, illness, natural disaster and any loss or crisis, God invites us to gather for 

protection and warmth. In the church community, we support and strengthen one an-

other and are empowered to go out again into the less-sheltered world.  

Session Synopsis- December 20, 2017 
 
*Income for the month of November exceeded expenses by $961.74.  Income year to date exceeds expenses by 
$8,893.00.  Please note that $1,467.00 for Presbyterian Disaster Relief has not been paid out and the $1,763.91 for 
the Thanksgiving meal has not yet been paid out.   
 
*Pastor’s Report- Items approved were:  Pastor’s 2018 Housing Allowance, Sunday, February 18 as a vacation date 
for Pastor Steve and a $200 Petty Cash fund to be used at the pastor’s discretion. 
 
*CAMA Report-  CAMA is participating with Prayer Services being held the third Friday of each month at 7:50AM 
in the small gym at the High School.  These are at the request of a group of High School students and are open to the 
public. 
 
*Clerk’s Report-  The following dates for 2018 were approved: Elder/Deacon joint meeting on Wednesday, January 
3 beginning at 5:30PM, Deadline for Annual Reports is Wednesday, January 17, Annual Meeting date is Sunday, 
January 28 as well as the seven Communion dates.  Christmas Eve offering will go to Mission Committee.  Carol 
Tobin and Barb Vanstrom were appointed as Session representatives on the 2018 Nominating Committee.  Karen 
Houtman was approved as Clerk of Session.  The transfer of membership of Steve and Ruth Ascher to First Presby-
terian Church of Salina, KS was approved. 
 
*Christian Ed/Outreach- A Bible will be presented to Nayeli Maldonado on Palm Sunday.  Camp fundraisers will be 
held during the Coffee Hour on Palm Sunday and Mother’s Day. 
 
*Finance/Property- Darold Hanson has agreed to do the snow removal.  A lighting rebate from Ottertail was re-
ceived for basement and outside lighting updates. 
 
*Mission- Christmas Joy offering was promoted. We will be responsible for Meals on Wheels for two week sessions 
in March, August and December.  A donation of $100 was added to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance fundraiser. 
 
*Worship/Hospitality- An amount of $1,158.99 was raised for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Reformation meal 
on October 29.  Approximately $1,100 profit was raised at the 2017 Thanksgiving Day meal- 160 meals served. 
 
*Elders & Deacons will meet jointly on Wednesday, January 3.  Next regularly scheduled Session meeting will be 
January 17, 2018. 



          Oct. 17 
Year to 

Date 
2017 

Budget 
% of 

Budget   Oct-17 Year to Date 

Expenses     Income     

 General Expenses     Interest    

  Salaries     Local Mission 4,875.00 90,979.22 

   *Pastor 3,144.33 34,587.63 37,732 91.6% Per Capita Income  2,431.60 

   *Pastor - Tax Allowance  3,090.00 4,120 75.0% General Mission 95.00 1,535.00 

         PCUSA Special Offerings  800.95 

   Pulpit Supply  900.00 900 100.0% Special Mission Offerings 1,267.00 1,367.00 

   Other Salaries     Heifer Project now with Mission    

    Custodian 210.00 3,589.00 11,000 32.6% Memorials  23,340.81 

    Employer Taxes  382.16 2,500 15.3% Thanksgiving Meal Income 1,763.91 1,763.91 

    Workman's Comp   926.00   Upper Room/Worship  15.00 

  Allowances (Pastor)     Fellowship/Hospitality  25.96 

   *Manse Utilities 308.33 3,391.67 3,700 91.7% Flowers  133.00 

   *Continuing Education-Books  750.00 750 100.0% Other Local Mission offerings  1,305.00 

   **Pension, health, disability  1,638.31 18,021.41 19,660 91.7% Other Income 45.00 595.00 

   * Family Dental 136.03 1,496.33 1,632 91.7% Special Donation  10.00 

         Lenten/Advent Meal  232.00 

  Mission     Manse Repair Fund    

   Per Capita  3,462.60 3,463 100.0% Building Improvement  1,490.00 

   General Mission  1,500.00 2,000 75.0% Transfer of funds   -17,600.30 

   PCUSA Special Offerings  512.20   Good Friday Service Offering    

   The Connection  750.00 1,100 68.2% Tax credit/refunds    

   Special Mission Projects     Mission Committee 51.79 1,861.23 

   Heiffer  Project             

   Thanksgiving Meal           

         Total Income $8,097.70 $110,285.38 

  Committees        

   Christian Education/Outreach 55.28 474.20 1,500 31.6%      

    Library    150  Asssests October 2017     

    Camp  1,320.00   Checkbook Balance   $17,295.94 

   Worship/Hospitality 366.96 1,214.84 1,500 81.0% Coop Savings & Memorials  $82,026.39 

   Mission committee 113.83 1,828.60   Endowment PCUSA  $38,979.90 

  Building and Maintenance     Endowment First Security  $22,203.55 

   Church Utilities 512.33 6,099.74 10,000 61.0% Raymond James Fund  $10,237.15 

   Church Repairs/Maintenance  1,877.26 3,000 62.6% Total Assets   $170,742.93 

   Manse Repairs 193.00 517.74 2,000 25.9%      

   Custodial Supplies 25.56 276.63 500 55.3%      

   Insurance  7,993.50 10,000 79.9% Total Liabilities   $0.00  

   Equipment  969.98 500 194.0%       

   Property Tax - Fees  20.00 20 100.0%    

            

  Office         

   Telephone, Internet 252.17 2,029.60 2,000 101.5%    

   Postage   50  Funds Carried over to 2017 from 2016 

   Supplies  582.55 500 116.5% (included in Checking Account-Updated Aug 31)     

   Copier 114.74 1,203.44 1,200 100.3% Continuing Education 0.00   

   Web Page 48.00 297.50 300 99.2% Mission Committee 0.00   

   Office Equipment   500  Baby Closet 87.37   

   Professional Fees  275.00 300 91.7% Bible Camp 0.00   

   Car (vouchered)  270.71 500 54.1% Concerts 525.90   

   Office other  94.00 125 75.2%    

   Session Expenses 17.09 688.09      

  Other Expenses     Income more than expenses (YTD):  $8,893.00 

   Miscellaneous           

Total  $7,135.96 ######### 123,202 82.3% Income more than expenses (Nov. 2017) $961.74 

            

            


