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Pastor’s Pen September 2017 
 

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be    
complete, equipped for every good work. 
 
 This year my family will take vacation time over Labor Day 
weekend. We are taking the time to go to the State Fair and to the   
Renaissance Festival.  Usually we only do one of these events each 
year and alternate them every other year, but last year we didn’t do 
either, so we decided to double up this year.  
 
 I have always loved the Renaissance Festival. I loved it so much 
that I even worked there for four years in a booth that sold swords.  
Even after being behind the scenes I still enjoy attending.  And the  
experience always seems better when we are dressed in garb (or for 
the non-festies, costumes). It helps me feel like I’m part of the event, 
and I think it’s cool when people ask to take our pictures. 
 
 Although the festival has moved away from pure historical       
accuracy, if it ever had a lot to begin with, there are some efforts to be 
historical. One area that it falls very short on is in regards to religion.   
I suppose it is because  religion doesn’t sell, and let’s face it, in the end 
the festival is about profits.   
 
 The time period that the festival reenacts is also during the time period known as the Reformation. In fact 
we are celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation this year! The Presbyterian Church traces its roots 
from John Knox in Scotland to John Calvin in Geneva Switzerland.  Although Martin Luther is recognized as 
the first to defy the Catholic Church he was by no means the only one, nor were all these people part of a     
single group.  Much like our modern time there was a large amount of debate and violence regarding religion 
and politics.    
 
 Next month I want to give a brief description of our part of the Reformation. For now I think it is          
important for us to remember why it happened.  One of the biggest reasons for so many people to break away 
from the church was because the church had failed the people.  Religion was used as a way to oppress and 
fleece the common  person. The money and power of the church was used to help the high ranking church   
officials live lavish, and in many cases sinful, lifestyles and play political games with the royalty of Europe.  
Some saw what was happening and stood up to say, “Enough!  This is wrong and things need to change.”  
With all that is going on in the world today, maybe we as faithful Presbyterians need to do the same thing       
in regards to how people are treated, both in this  country and around the world. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 
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Church Events This Month 

Sun, Sept 3 CLUNKY CAN OFFERING FOR MISSIONS 

Wed, Sept 6, 7:30 pm  Christian Ed/Outreach Committee 

Sun, Sept 10    Sunday School begins today 

Wed, Sept 13, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study 

     11:00 am Mission Committee 

        7:30 pm Worship/Hospitality Committee 

Thurs, Sept 14. 2:00 pm Widow/Widowers Fellowship  

       6:30 pm Finance/Property Committee 

Wed, Sept 20,   7:30 pm Session 

Wed, Sept 27, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study  

Aug 28 - Sept 9   Pastor Steve’s Vacation 

   
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev, Steve Tyykila 

Cell:  1-651-341-5336 

Email:  styykila@gmail.com  

Greeters 

Sept 3  Jody Olson 

Sept 10  Gene & Norma DeWit 

Sept 17  Tom McCammon 

Sept 24  Reid & Kathy Merrill 
 

Lectors   

Sept 3  Gene DeWit 

Sept 10  Kathy Merrill 

Sept 17  Karen Houtman 

Sept 24  Keith Rehn 
 

Ushers 

Sept 3  Gary & Betty Hanna 

Sept 10  Reid & Kathy Merrill 

Sept 17  To be determined 

Sept 24  To be determined 
 

Deacon Bulletin Delivery 

Sept 3  Jody Olson 

Sept 10  Kathy Merrill 

Sept 17  Myron Busse 

Sept 24  Jody Olson 
 

Rides to Church 

Call:  Myron Busse, 223-7261, Duane Wallert, 
223-7267, or Gary Hanna, 223-5613 

 

Flower Care 
Kathy Merrill 

 

 

Sept 5 Keniesha Bliss Mork 

Sept 6 Roger Bliss 

Sept 14 Marian Cordiner 

Sept 21 Cecelia Maldonado 

Sept 22 Lois Anderson 

Sept 24 Dede Burlingame 

Sept 25 Meghan Hanna 

9-14-85 Scott & Laurie Bliss 

9-18-60 Bob & Arlene Briggs 

BIRTHDAYS 

Attention Ushers: 

Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.) 
are now located in the cupboard of the former 
sound room in the Chapel.  Cookies are in the  
refrigerator in the basement. 



If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor    
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use his email address,  styykila@gmail.com  
(messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a timely manner).  
The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.  Thank you. 

Memorial Gift Suggestions 

If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian  

Church, the following categories are suggested: 

 Building Improvements     •   Electronic Equipment 

 Landscaping   •  Mission Projects   •  Library   

 Undesignated  •  Music 

Pastor’s Schedule:  Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled 
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm.   Also please let him know if you or a 
family member would like a visitation.  He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at home (507-223-
7848) or Cell (651-341-5336).  Pastor Steve will have vacation time from Aug 28 - Sept 9. 

Stay Connected:  www.firstpresbyterianchurchofcanby.org is the church website with calendar info 
and devotions.  Find us on Facebook (First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) and enjoy links to            
theological articles, church humor, Sunday morning videos, etc. 
 

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.     

Pastor Steve was responsible for the worship     

message and assisted with communion at the Au-

gust 22, 2018 Presbytery meeting that was held at 

the Presbyterian Church in St. James. 

Take a look to see you can find the smiling faces 

of Pastor Steve, Genevieve and Morgan Tyykila in 

this group photo from the 2017 Synod School. 



Session Synopsis- August 23, 2017 

Expenses for the month of July exceeded monthly income by $1,939.10.  Year-to-date income is $1,608.66 
greater than year-to-date expenses.  One-time expenses during the month included the annual professional 
fees to Nancy Bormann ($275) and the donation for Duane Anderson’s cremation fees ($650).  All the other 
expenses were expected and normal. 
 
Pastor’s report:  A Canby day-care provider contacted Pastor Steve asking if she could use our church for a 
short time for her daycare.  They had a small house fire and due to necessary cleanup, she is not able to hold 
her daycare in her home as usual.  Session approved her request.  Sunday, January 7, 2018 was approved as    
a vacation Sunday for Pastor Steve. 
 
CAMA report:  130-140 people attended the annual CAMA Pork Roast held at The Connection on August 6.  
The outdoor play area at The Connection is finished and ready for the fence to be installed.  Completion of the 
back room is expected in the next two weeks.  An open house and dedication is planned in September. 
 
Presbytery report: The Presbytery of Minnesota Valleys met Tuesday, August 22 at St. James.  It was a 
“hybrid” meeting with committees doing their work in the morning and then meeting jointly for Presbytery 
business and worship in the afternoon.  The 2018 Compensation Policy was approved and the new Executive 
Director of Presbytery Mission, the Rev. Dr. SanDawna Ashley, was installed.  Pastor Steve was responsible 
for the Worship message and also assisted with the Communion Service. 
 
Clerk’s Report:  Karen Houtman was approved as Commissioner to the August 22 meeting of Presbytery.  
Approval was also given for Karen Houtman as Pulpit Supply on September 3. 
 
Christian Education/Outreach:  The first meeting of the “All By Myself” widow/widower group was held on 
August 10 and attended by three people.  The next meeting will be held Thursday, September 14 at 2PM. 
 
Finance/Property:  Action was taken to pursue a contract with Midco for telephone and internet service for the 
church.  This will mean faster service for the church at lesser cost.  Action was also taken to authorize the 
committee to purchase a new television for the church. 
 
Mission Committee:  The Gift of Water project received $459 in contributions.  Our church is responsible for 
food and kitchen workers for the bloodmobile on Sept 7 & 8. 
 
Worship/Hospitality:   Since Christmas Eve falls on Sunday this year, an informal morning service with 
Christmas Carol singing and coffee hour will be considered.  The traditional Christmas Eve Service will held 
at 5 PM. 
 
Old Business:  Action was taken to approve research for a new web site company. 
The next Session meeting will be September 20, 2017 at 7:30PM  

 
If you have a question for this new question & answer column you can give it to 
Pastor Steve or you can drop it in the prayer request box at the back of the           
sanctuary if you would rather remain anonymous.  
 
Q:  What is Reformed Theology? 
 
A:  Reformed theology includes any system of belief that traces its roots back to  
the Protestant Reformation of the 16th Century. Of course, the Reformers them-

selves traced their doctrine to Scripture, as indicated by their credo of “sola scriptura,” so Reformed theology     
is not a “new” belief system but one that seeks to continue apostolic doctrine. Generally, Reformed theology 
holds to the authority of Scripture, the sovereignty of God, salvation by grace through Christ, and the necessity 
of evangelism.  



Mission Committee Report:   

THE WELL OVERFLOWETH!  
 

THANK YOU to all who donated to the July “GIFT OF WATER” 
mission project!  With your contributions of $459 plus $41 more 
of mission funds we were able to purchase 5 jerry cans, 2     
water filters, 2 rainwater catchment systems and 3 shares 
of a garden well.  This is will help provide clean water for those 
in need throughout the world! 
 
During Canby’s Hat Daze our church had a watermelon stand and accepted donations to purchase 
moringa seeds.  We are pleased to send $46.50 to the Presbyterian Church USA for this purpose. 

Inspiration:  We take almost all of the decisive steps in our lives as a result of slight 
inner adjustments of which we are barely conscious. 

Ponder: 

It can be tempting to daydream about the BIG shifts that we think would improve our lives: if only 
we could snag that dream job/house/relationship or radically improve the country/world/universe. 
Whenever one is lost in those daydreams, one needs to try to remind themselves that while the 
big changes sound exciting and life-altering, it is the myriad small decisions we make each day 
that have a more significant impact on our lives. 
 
Studying for the mid-terms and showing up for the final exam are essential, of course, but your 
daily decisions about whether to go to class and how many minutes you'll study have a far bigger 
impact on your academic success. It's important to go to the dentist a few times a year, but the 
bigger impact on your dental health are the daily decisions you make about whether to brush and 
floss. And while relationships can be deepened or destroyed by single events, most of 
our cherished connections are made by lots of small deposits: texts and chats and 
lunches and walks and such.  
 
Let's work to recognize and seize the small, everyday choices we have available to us, 
and explore how these SLIGHT ADJUSTMENTS might expand our options and improve 
our outlook.  

Do you have something you would like to include in the monthly church newsletter?  Please send it to 
Ruth Ascher at srascher@frontiernet.net  or call her at 223-7043.   

Scenes from the 2017 summer        

service in Central Park. 

 



          Jul-17 
Year to 

Date 
2017 

Budget 
% of 

Budget   Jul-17 Year to Date 

Expenses     Income     

 General Expenses     Interest    

  Salaries     Local Mission 5,552.02 59,442.22 

   *Pastor 3,144.33 22,010.31 37,732 58.3% Per Capita Income  2,431.60 

   *Pastor - Tax Allowance  2,060.00 4,120 50.0% General Mission 175.00 1,195.00 

         PCUSA Special Offerings  512.20 

   Pulpit Supply 150.00 750.00 900 83.3% Special Mission Offerings    

   Other Salaries     Heifer Project    

    Custodian 252.50 2,449.00 11,000 22.2% Memorials  445.00 

    Employer Taxes 1,128.03 4,272.19 2,500 170.9% Thanksgiving Meal Income    

    Workman's Comp   926.00   Upper Room/Worship 10.00 10.00 

  Allowances (Pastor)     Fellowship/Hospitality 2.00 17.96 

   *Manse Utilities 308.33 2,158.35 3,700 58.3% Flowers  133.00 

   
*Continuing Education-
Books  750.00 750 100.0% Other Local Mission offerings  1,305.00 

   **Pension, health, disability  1,638.31 11,468.17 19,660 58.3% Other Income 150.00 550.00 

   * Family Dental 136.03 952.21 1,632 58.3% Special Donation  10.00 

         Lenten/Advent Meal  232.00 

  Mission     Manse Repair Fund    

   Per Capita  3,462.60 3,463 100.0% Building Improvement 140.00 580.00 

   General Mission  1,000.00 2,000 50.0% Transfer of funds   5,295.51 

   PCUSA Special Offerings  512.20   Good Friday Service Offering    

   The Connection  500.00 1,100 45.5% Tax credit/refunds    

   Special Mission Projects     Mission Committee 541.81 982.97 

   Heiffer  Project             

   Thanksgiving Meal           

         Total Income $6,570.83 $73,142.46 

  Committees        

   
Christian Education/
Outreach 105.66 300.49 1,500 20.0%      

    Library    150  Assets June 2017     

    Camp  1,320.00   Checkbook Balance   $13,437.48 

   Worship/Hospitality 57.33 513.58 1,500 34.2% Coop Savings & Memorials  $59,061.66 

   Mission committee  719.60   Endowment PCUSA  $38,632.83 

  Building and Maintenance     Endowment First Security  $22,134.74 

   Church Utilities 213.48 4,944.49 10,000 49.4% Raymond James Fund  $9,906.01 

   
Church Repairs/
Maintenance 60.00 699.76 3,000 23.3% Total Assets   $143,172.72 

   Manse Repairs  279.74 2,000 14.0%      

   Custodial Supplies 31.55 164.80 500 33.0%      

   Insurance  5,329.00 10,000 53.3% Total Liabilities   $0.00  

   Equipment   500        

   Property Tax - Fees  20.00 20 100.0%    

            

  Office         

   Telephone, Internet 188.56 1,295.31 2,000 64.8%    

   Postage   50  Funds Carried over to 2017 from 2016 

   Supplies 37.00 544.55 500 108.9% (included in Checking Account- No change during July)   

   Copier 108.87 762.09 1,200 63.5% Continuing Education 0.00   

   Web Page 24.95 174.65 300 58.2% Mission Committee 118.22   

   Office Equipment   500  Baby Closet 143.32   

   Professional Fees 275.00 275.00 300 91.7% Bible Camp 0.00   

   Car (vouchered)  163.71 500 32.7% Concerts 525.90   

   Office other  94.00 125 75.2%    

   Session Expenses 650.00 662.00      

  Other Expenses     Income more than expenses (YTD):  $1,608.66 

   Miscellaneous           

Total  $8,509.93 $71,533.80 123,202 57.9% Income more than expenses (July 2017): -$1,939.10 


