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Romans 1:17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from 
first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
 
 I mentioned last month that I wanted to talk a little bit more about the Reformation and how the          
Presbyterian Church came about through it. 
  

 Although Martin Luther’s posting of his 95 Theses on October 31, 1517 is considered the start of the 
reformation movement we need to recognize that there were many other people all over Europe who were   
unhappy with the way the Catholic church was doing things.  
 

 One of those people was John Calvin who was born in France. He was promised by his family to be a 
priest and had already started working with monks at the age of twelve. John was a very intelligent young man 
and was sponsored by a wealthy family into a college where he intended to study philosophy. After studying 
for a while his father moved him to a different university to become a lawyer, because it paid better than being 
a priest. While studying to be a lawyer he learned about humanism (a European movement that emphasized 
classical studies). He even learned Greek. In 1533 he had a conversion experience and decided to join those 
who felt the Catholic Church needed to be reformed. After being implicated with a friend of his who made a 
speech that was deemed heretical by the university he went into hiding and eventually went to Switzerland. In 
Geneva he became a reformed minister, and mayor (twice, because he was run out of town once and then 
asked to return and lead them again) Calvin worked on his theology, his Institutes of the Christian Religion, 
and commentaries on all the books of the Bible. He also mentored many people including a priest from      
Scotland named John Knox.  
 

 John Knox is the founder of the Scottish Presbyterian Church. He started out as a priest in the Church of 
England, but was converted at some point in the 1530’s. Most likely by George Wishart a reformer whom 
Knox followed as one of his closest associates; acting as his bodyguard and carrying a two handed sword to 
defend him. Despite these efforts Wishart was burned at the stake in 1546.   
 

 John Knox met and stayed with John Calvin for a while in 1554 and again in 1555 before returning to 
Scotland to preach his reformed doctrine; which was well received by many Scottish nobles. He then moved 
back to Geneva in 1556 to lead a congregation there.   
 

 Eventually John Knox moved back to Scotland and was part of the Scottish Reformation in 1560-61. He 
was a major contributor to the way the Scottish church was organized as well as the government system.    
During later years Knox would have manner civil (and not so civil) battles with Mary Queen of Scots. Knox 
passed away in 1572 and left a legacy that was influential for many years.   Despite his strictness and dogma-
tism, he has also been described by partisans as contributing to the struggle for genuine human freedom (for 
the time), by teaching a duty to oppose unjust government in order to bring about moral and spiritual change. 
 

 As with all of us, none of these men were perfect, and some of their actions and beliefs are questionable or 
downright wrong in today’s society, but for the time these men were very revolutionary and brought about 
many good and important ideas and changes to theology and religion. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 
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Church Events This Month 

Sun, Oct 1 CLUNKY CAN OFFERING FOR MISSIONS 

Wed, Oct 4, 7:30 pm  Christian Ed/Outreach Committee 

Thurs, Oct 5, 6:30 pm  Property/Finance Committee 

Wed, Oct 11, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study 

     11:00 am Mission Committee 

       7:30 pm Worship/Hospitality Committee 

       7:30 pm Deacons’ Meeting 

Thurs, Oct 12.  2:00 pm All By Myself (Widow/Widowers 
      Fellowship)        

Wed, Oct 18    7:30 pm Session 

Wed, Oct 25, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study 

Sunday, Oct 29, 11:00 - 1:00 pm  Reformation Lunch  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Pastor:  Rev, Steve Tyykila 

Cell:  1-651-341-5336 

Email:  styykila@gmail.com  

Greeters 

Oct 1  Bob & Arlene Briggs 

Oct 8  Lyle & Carol Tobin 

Oct 15  Gary & Betty Hanna 

Oct 22  Rick, Sherry Nelson & kids 

Oct 29  Genevieve Tyykila 
 

Lectors   

Oct 1  Steve Ascher 

Oct 8  Charleen Wallert 

Oct 15  Marge Frazeur 

Oct 22  Kathy Merrill 

Oct 29  Gene DeWit 
 

Ushers 

Oct 1  Genevieve Tyykila 

Oct 8  Chuck & Karen Houtman 

Oct 15  Lyle & Carol Tobin 

Oct 22  Keith & Betty Rehn 

Oct 29  Betty & Gary Hanna 
 

Deacon Bulletin Delivery 

Oct 1  Myron Busse 

Oct 8  Chuck Houtman 

Oct 15  Marian Cordiner 

Oct 22  Myron Busse 

Oct 29  Jody Olson 
 

Rides to Church 

Call:  Myron Busse, 223-7261, Duane Wallert, 
223-7267, or Gary Hanna, 223-5613 

 

Flower Care 
Patty Gubrud 

Oct 6 Marcia Gingles 

Oct 8 Emlyn Frazeur 

Oct 11 Judy Dillon 

Oct 13 Larry Anseeuw 

Oct 24 Stuart Rhea 

Oct 26 Gene DeWit,             
  Kim (Dillon) Mielke 

10-7-95 Steve & Genevieve  
  Tyykila 

BIRTHDAYS 

Attention Ushers: 

Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.) 
are now located in the cupboard of the former 
sound room in the Chapel.  Cookies are in the  
refrigerator in the basement. 



If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor    
Steve Tyykila by his cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use his email address,  styykila@gmail.com  
(messages left on the church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a timely manner).  
The Pastor will then make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.  Thank you. 

Memorial Gift Suggestions 

If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian  

Church, the following categories are suggested: 

 Building Improvements     •   Electronic Equipment 

 Landscaping   •  Mission Projects   •  Library   

 Undesignated  •  Music 

Pastor’s Schedule:  Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled 
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm.   Also please let him know if you or a 
family member would like a visitation.  He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at home (507-223-
7848) or Cell (651-341-5336).   

Stay Connected:  www.firstpresbyterianchurchofcanby.org is the church website with calendar info 
and devotions.  Find us on Facebook (First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) and enjoy links to            
theological articles, church humor, Sunday morning videos, etc. 
 

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.     

 

 

A big THANK 

YOU to Bob &   

Arlene Briggs,  

Gerry & Marcia 

Gingles, Gary      

& Betty Hanna, 

Chuck Houtman, 

Kathy Merrill, and 

Pastor Steve for taking time to deliver 

Meals on Wheels for three weeks in    

September!!  



Session Synopsis- September 20 2017 

Expenses for the month of August exceeded income by $2,609.29.  Expenses for Year to Date exceed income 
by $1,000.63.  A significant item to note was the receipt of two annuities Evelyn Swenson had purchased as 
memorial gifts for the church.  The total for the two is $22,895.81.  These have been deposited in the Co-op 
Savings/Memorial account.  The only unusual expenses during August were the audio equipment ($869.99), 
annual lift fee to the State of Minnesota ($100), and the Mission Committee donations for the water project 
($546.50) and the Brad Noyes fund ($50). 
 
Pastor’s report:  Arrangements were made for the church phone to be checked when Pastor Steve is on        
vacation.  Midco installed the phone/internet Sept 20.  Pastor Steve attended a meeting with the new  Presby-
tery Executive in Windom Sept 19.   Approval was given for a Presbytery grant application to cover a portion 
of the repair on the projection system. The Connection back area is nearing completion.  An Open House and 
dedication is planned for October 15- 3 to 5PM. 
 
Clerk’s report:  Committees were asked to review their budgets for 2018 at the October Committee meetings 
and relay requests to the Finance/Property Committee.  The Nominating Committee work begins soon.          
A Membership Review committee was formed. 
 
Christian Ed/Outreach:  Five people attended the All By Myself meeting held last week.  Another meeting is 
planned for October 12 at 2PM. 
 
Finance/Property:  Action was taken to purchase two “Reserved” pew signs for use with funerals, etc.  Action 
was taken to authorize Randy Lopau to purchase a new television. 
 
Mission:  $100 was received for the Heifer project.  Supplies for ten “birthday bags” to be given to Prairie 
Five will be purchased.   Our church was responsible for food and workers for the Blood Mobile held        
September 7 & 8. 
  
Worship/Hospitality:  Approved that the Christmas Eve Day regular morning service (on Sunday) be an     
informal time.  There will be a Reformation Sunday celebration on Sunday, October 29 with a meal to follow 
the worship service.  Plans for the Thanksgiving Day meal are underway.      
 
Next meeting:  October 18, 2017 

If you have a question for this new question & answer column you can give it to Pastor Steve or you can drop    
it in the prayer request box at the back of the sanctuary if you would rather remain anonymous.  
 

Q: What makes Presbyterians different from Lutherans, Baptists, or Methodists? 
A: There have been historic theological differences between Presbyterians and other 
Protestant traditions.  One major divide is that the Presbyterian, Lutheran, and Methodist 
traditions believe in infant baptism while the various Baptist traditions do not. Baptists 
believe that only those who are old enough to make a profession of their faith in Jesus 
Christ should be baptized. The infant baptism traditions (including Roman Catholics)     
believe baptism should be administered to the children of Christian believers as a sign of 
their incorporation into the family of Christian Faith.  

     The Presbyterian, Lutheran, and Methodist traditions have different forms of church government (polity). 
The Lutheran and Methodist traditions have a hierarchical form of polity, with bishops exercising authority in 
many church matters.   Presbyterian polity features elected members of presbyteries as the focus of authority 
and decision making. 
     Theologically, Presbyterians, and Lutherans have historically held different views about the presence of 
Christ in the Lord's Supper, the relation of God's law and gospel, and the nature of faith in baptism. 
     Presbyterians and Methodists have chiefly been known for disagreements on issues of election and           
predestination and whether or not humans have "free will."  The theological topics of sanctification and     
Christian "perfection" have also been sources of differences.  



Mission Committee Report:   

Our First Presbyterian Church Mission Committee was 

responsible for sandwiches, worker meals and supplies 

for the September 7 & 8 Bloodmobile held at the Canby 

Community Center.  On Thursday, Karen and Chuck 

Houtman furnished the evening meal for the workers 

and Charleen Wallert and Dede Burlingame made up 

ham and cheese sandwiches and filled trays of bars and 

cookies for the donors/volunteers.  On Friday, Kathy 

Merrill furnished the noon meal and worked during the    

morning as she and Dede made sandwiches and plated 

bars and cookies.  We borrowed the nice plastic trays 

from our church kitchen for the sandwiches and bars/

cookies and brought the leftover treats to church for 

Sunday morning coffee.   

Thanks so much to those who helped to make this such a successful venture.  We have plenty 

of supplies left for next year's September blood drive. . 

Inspiration:  .  
 

Malcolm Muggeridge 
 

In the turmoil of life without, and black despair within, it is     

always possible to turn aside and wait on God. Just as at the 

center of a hurricane there is stillness, and above the clouds a 

clear sky, so it is possible to make a little clearing in the jungle 

of our human will for a rendezvous with God. He will always turn 

up, though in what guise and in what circumstances cannot be 

foreseen – perhaps trailing clouds of  glory, perhaps as a beg-

gar; in the purity of the desert or in the squalor of London’s   

Soho or New York’s Times Square. 
 

Source: Confessions of a Twentieth Century Pilgrim 

Do you have something you would like to include in the monthly church newsletter?  Please send it to 
Ruth Ascher at srascher@frontiernet.net  or call her at 223-7043.   

Reformation Lunch 

Plan to join together for lunch on Sunday, October 29, 11 am – 1 pm                                    
to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.                                                                       

Brats, sauerkraut, German potato salad, maybe soft pretzels, and dessert           
will be served.   All proceeds to go to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Fund.  

http://plough.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a6bd3334790eff8d8da4188b1&id=96b6b2d4ef&e=91b1509c65


        Aug-17 
Year to 

Date 
2017 

Budget 
% of 

Budget   Aug-17 Year to Date 

        Income     

General Expenses     Interest    

 Salaries     Local Mission 4,355.00 63,797.22 

  *Pastor 2,610.66 24,620.97 37,732 65.3% Per Capita Income  2,431.60 

  *Pastor - Tax Allowance  2,060.00 4,120 50.0% General Mission 75.00 1,270.00 

        PCUSA Special Offerings  512.20 

  Pulpit Supply  750.00 900 83.3% Special Mission Offerings    

  Other Salaries     Heifer Project now with Mission    

   Custodian 173.16 2,622.16 11,000 23.8% Memorials 22,895.81 23,340.81 

   Employer Taxes  4,272.19 2,500 170.9% Thanksgiving Meal Income    

   Workman's Comp   926.00   Upper Room/Worship  10.00 

 Allowances (Pastor)     Fellowship/Hospitality  17.96 

  *Manse Utilities 308.33 2,466.68 3,700 66.7% Flowers  133.00 

  *Continuing Education-Books  750.00 750 100.0% Other Local Mission offerings  1,305.00 

  **Pension, health, disability  1,670.98 13,139.15 19,660 66.8% Other Income  550.00 

  * Family Dental 136.03 1,088.24 1,632 66.7% Special Donation  10.00 

        Lenten/Advent Meal  232.00 

 Mission     Manse Repair Fund    

  Per Capita  3,462.60 3,463 100.0% Building Improvement  580.00 

  General Mission  1,000.00 2,000 50.0% Transfer of funds  -22,895.81 -17,600.30 

  PCUSA Special Offerings  512.20   Good Friday Service Offering    

  The Connection  500.00 1,100 45.5% Tax credit/refunds    

  Special Mission Projects     Mission Committee 228.04 1,211.01 

  Heiffer  Project             

  Thanksgiving Meal           

        Total Income $4,658.04 $77,800.50 

 Committees        
  Christian Education/Outreach 58.48 358.97 1,500 23.9%      

   Library    150  Assets Aug 2017     

   Camp  1,320.00   Checkbook Balance   $10,828.19 

  Worship/Hospitality 45.96 559.54 1,500 37.3% Coop Savings & Memorials  $81,957.47 

  Mission committee 596.50 1,316.10   Endowment PCUSA  $38,824.01 

 Building and Maintenance     Endowment First Security  $22,203.55 

  Church Utilities 224.42 5,168.91 10,000 51.7% Raymond James Fund  $9,986.05 

  Church Repairs/Maintenance 160.00 859.76 3,000 28.7% Total Assets   $163,799.27 

  Manse Repairs 45.00 324.74 2,000 16.2%      

  Custodial Supplies 45.44 210.24 500 42.0%      

  Insurance  5,329.00 10,000 53.3% Total Liabilities   $0.00  

  Equipment 869.99 869.99 500 174.0%       

  Property Tax - Fees  20.00 20 100.0%    
           
 Office         

  Telephone, Internet 188.56 1,483.87 2,000 74.2%    

  Postage   50  Funds Carried over to 2017 from 2016 

  Supplies  544.55 500 108.9% (included in Checking Account-Updated Aug 31)     

  Copier 108.87 870.96 1,200 72.6% Continuing Education 0.00   

  Web Page 24.95 199.60 300 66.5% Mission Committee 0.00   

  Office Equipment   500  Baby Closet 143.32   

  Professional Fees  275.00 300 91.7% Bible Camp 0.00   

  Car (vouchered)  163.71 500 32.7% Concerts 525.90   

  Office other  94.00 125 75.2%    

  Session Expenses  662.00      

 Other Expenses     Income more than expenses (YTD):  -$1,000.63 

  Miscellaneous           

    $7,267.33 $78,801.13 123,202 63.9% Income more than expenses (Aug 2017): -$2,609.29 


