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Pastor’s Pen March 2017 
 
Acts 2: 47 Praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number 
those who were being saved. 
 

As I write this my family and I are preparing for our annual mini-vacation. We will be attending an event 
called Con of the North. It is two and a half days of board games, collectible card games, role-playing games, and 
even computer games; and this year marks its 25th anniversary. I am proud to say that I have attended almost all of 
those 25 years, from the very first one that was held at the Landmark Center in downtown St. Paul and had a couple 
hundred attendees, to this year’s convention that is in Plymouth MN, and will host close to 2000 people. I’m also 
proud to say that for many years I was part of the group that planned and organized this event. I was even on the 
board as a department head for several years, and the head honcho for a year. 

 
So you may be asking what my point is about talking about this. My point is that in 25 years this event has 

expanded to around ten times the size it was when it first started. I started to think about how and why this growth 
happened and asked myself, “Is it possible to take these reasons and use them in our own situation here in our 
church?” 

 
First and foremost we need to provide something that people want. What is it that we provide for people? I 

see us providing a community that worship’s God; a community that cares for each other and supports each other 
spiritually, emotionally, and sometimes even physically and monetarily. I also see us as a community that is striving 
to bring the love of Christ into the world. 

 
The second thing is that we need to be willing to talk about what we do, and tell others how important it is to 

us. People that come to the convention often tell their friends and fellow gamers about the experience they have had. 
One of the hardest things a games convention has to fight against is the attitude that some people have about not 
wanting to pay to play in games. Some people will say “Why should I pay money to go play games, when I can 
gather up a couple of my friends and do it at my house for free?”  The way to beat this is to offer an experience that 
is more enjoyable and more meaningful to people than what they can have on their own. 

 
Finally a third point to remember is that we will have set backs. In any organization there are times when 

individuals or even groups of people will fail. People will not get along and become estranged. People will not be 
happy with the way things go, and some, unfortunately, may even leave bitter and angry, or feeling sad and abused. 
Any community will have these problems if it is around long enough. As a Christian community we hope this won’t 
happen, but sometimes it does, and it is our mandate to try to minimize these, and bring healing to those who are 
hurt if possible. 

 
We as a church have a lot to offer people. We need to be willing to go out there and let people know who 

and what we are, and what this community can do in the name of Christ, with and for others. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 
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Church Events This Month 

Wed, Mar 1, 7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday Communion  
      Service  

Thurs, Mar 2, 6:30 pm Property/Finance Committee 

Fri, Mar 3, 1:30 pm  World Day of Prayer, Bethel  
      Lutheran Church, Porter 

Sun, Mar 5 CLUNKY CAN OFFERING FOR MISSIONS 

Wed, Mar 8, 10;00 am Pastor’s Bible Study   
   5:15  pm  Lenten Soup & Study   
   7:30 pm   Worship/Hospitality & Christian 
      Education/Outreach Committees 

Sun, Mar 12                DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 

Wed, Mar 15, 5:15  Lenten Soup & Study 

Wed, Mar 22,  10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study   
      5:15 pm Lenten Soup & Study     
                  7:30 pm Session Meeting  

Wed, Mar 29, 5:15 pm Lenten Soup & Study 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev, Steve Tyykila 

Cell:  1-651-341-5336 

Email:  styykila@gmail.com  

Greeters 

Mar 5  Steve Ascher 

Mar 12  Larry Anseeuw 

Mar 19  Steve Ascher 

Mar 26  Lloyd Swenson 

  Lectors   

Mar 1  Keith Rehn 

Mar 5  Marge Frazeur 

Mar 12  Patti Gubrud 

Mar 19  Betty Rehn 

Mar 26  Karen Houtman 
 

Ushers 

Mar 1  Chuck & Karen Houtman 

Mar 5  Bob & Arlene Briggs 

Mar 12  Genevieve Tyykila 

Mar 19  Lyle & Carol Tobin 

Mar 26  TBA 
 

Deacon Bulletin Delivery 

Mar 5  Virg Vanstrom 

Mar 12  Myron Busse 

Mar 19  Kathy Merrill 

Mar 26  Jody Olson 
 

Rides to Church 
Call:  Duane Wallert, 223-7267 

 

Flower Care 
Arlene Fliss 

Mar 4 Brandon Stripling 

Mar 6 Jody Olson 

Mar 13 Laurie Bliss 

Mar 20 Donna Monke, Karen  
  Lorenzen, Lisa Peterson 

Mar 25 Doreen Benson 

Roger & Deb Bliss, 3-3-84 

Myron & Audrey Busse, 

3-5-55 

BIRTHDAYS 

Attention Ushers: 

Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.) 
are now located in the cupboard of the former 
sound room in the Chapel.  Cookies are in the  
refrigerator in the basement. 



If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor Steve Tyykila by his 
cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use his email address,  styykila@gmail.com  (messages left on the 
church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a timely manner).  The Pastor will then 
make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.  Thank you. 

Our Prayer Partner Congregation is Faith Presbyterian Church of Silver Lake.  We are 
asked to pray for them regularly.  Continue to keep them in  prayer as they also pray  
for our congregation. 

Memorial Gift Suggestions 

If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian  

Church, the following categories are suggested: 

 Building Improvements     •   Electronic Equipment 

 Landscaping   •  Mission Projects   •  Library   

 Undesignated  •  Music 

Pastor’s Schedule:  Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled 
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm.   Also please let him know if you or a 
family member would like a visitation.  He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at home (507-223-
7848) or Cell (651-341-5336).   

Stay Connected:  www.firstpresbyterianchurchofcanby.org is the church website with calendar info 
and devotions.  Find us on Facebook (First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) and enjoy links to            
theological articles, church humor, Sunday morning videos, etc. 
 

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.     

Please keep the family and friends of Lyndon Hoseck in your prayers.  Services 

for Lyndon were held in our church on February 21.  He was a 60 year member 

of our congregation. 

World Day of Prayer observance this year will be 1:30 p.m., Friday, March 3 at 

Bethel Lutheran Church, Porter.  The theme is “Am I Being Unfair to You?”   

If we want to support each other’s inner lives, we must remember a simple truth:  the human soul 

does not want to be fixed, it wants simply to be seen and heard.  If we want to see and hear a      

person’s soul, there is another truth we must remember:  The soul is like a wild animal -- tough,    

resilient, and yet shy.  When we go crashing through the woods shouting for it to come out so we can 

help it, the soul will stay in hiding.  But if we are willing to sit quietly and wait for a while, the soul 

may show itself.                                                                

               Parker J. Palmer, “The Courage to Teach” 



 Spring Flower Order Form 
You are invited to purchase a 6” potted spring flower (tulips or daffodils) as a gift to nursing home 
and shut-in members of the church.  These plants will decorate the sanctuary on Easter Sunday.  If 
you wish, you may pick up your plant for your own use after the service.  Please designate that 
on the form below that you wish to do so.  Please fill out the form below and return it, with 
your check, to the Church office no later than Sunday, April 9 (Palm Sunday). 

I would like to purchase _____ Potted Spring Flowers at the cost of $7.00 each. 

 I want to pick up my plant after the church service on Easter.  ______ YES   ______ NO 

 I want to give my plant to a member or friend of the congregation, designated by the Deacons.        
                 ______ YES   ______NO 

Please list the EXACT way you wish your name to be listed as a donor in the worship bulletin: 

Name of Donor______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Given in Memory of _________________________________________________________________ 

 OR 
Given in Honor of ___________________________________________________________________ 

In response for concerns about the strong odor of Easter Lily plants in limited spaces, the church will 

offer beautiful 6” potted tulips or potted daffodils to be ordered this year.  These will be handsome 

decorations for the sanctuary on Easter morning and can be delivered to shut-ins or taken home     

following the service. 

Lenten Soup & Supper 2017  ---  5:15 pm Wednesdays 

Creed – What Christians Believe and Why -  Adam Hamilton 
 
We’re all searching. Sometimes the search is easy: simply type a question 
and the answer pops up. But sometimes our questions are complicated, 
and the answers are difficult to see and harder to articulate. How do we 
discover and examine the truths that give meaning and purpose to life?  
Adam Hamilton believes that some powerful answers are contained in the 
Apostles’ Creed, an early statement of foundational Christian beliefs. In this 
book for Lent, Easter, and beyond, Hamilton considers important questions 
of life, reality, and truth. He explores not only what Christians believe, but 
also why they believe it and why it matters. Chapters include: God, Jesus 
Christ, The Holy Spirit, The Church and the Communion of Saints,  The 
Forgiveness of Sins,  The Resurrection of the Body.   

 
The sessions will include time to eat supper, watch a video presentation and have 
a discussion about the topic.  Please plan to take part  - bring a friend. 

Lenten Devotional Booklets will be available for all families of our congregation 

this year.   You can pick your copy at the church.  Deacons will make sure that 

copies of the booklet are delivered at the time of bulletin delivery.  Thank you to 

the donors who are making this resource possible for all of us. 



Session Synopsis- February 15, 2017 
 
The income for the month of January exceeded expenses by $5,396.42.  The income for the month included 
an Esther Harm’s bequest and per capita payments. 
 

Genevieve Tyykila, who was our commissioner to the February 4 meeting of Presbytery, reported on activi-
ties and actions of that day. 
 

Christian Education/Outreach:   Four children are planning to attend camp the week of June 18 this year;  
Coffee cake will be served on Palm Sunday, April 9, with a free will offering taken;  A second fundraiser will 
be held on May 14. 
 

Finance/Property:  Franklin Templeton Funds have been cashed in and deposited into savings; current insur-
ance coverage was reviewed and approved with no changes; the 2016 manse and church inspection reports 
were reviewed noting work completed and work remaining; programmable thermostats will be installed in the 
sanctuary and Fellowship Hall; discussed janitorial issues; plans are being made for a Saturday cleanup day as 
well as necessary painting, cleaning and organizing several areas of the church; future meetings will be held 
on the first Thursday of each month at 6:30PM.    
 

Worship/Hospitality:  Daily Lenten devotionals will be distributed; Lenten Wednesday evening meals will be 
held March 8, 15, 22, 29 and April 5 followed by a short DVD and study on The Apostles Creed;  Maundy 
Thursday service on April 13 and Good Friday service at Our Saviour’s Lutheran  Church will be at 7:00PM. 
 

Next meeting of Session will be Wednesday, March 22.  

Minnesota Food Share March Campaign 
 

The 2017 Campaign will again be held during the month of March.  For thirty-five (35) years, Minnesota 
Food Share has coordinated the largest statewide, food and fund drive to help restock Minnesota food shelves. 
 

The local Prairie Five Food Shelf is again asking for our support to keep food shelves stocked and funds  
available as they work to help families in Yellow Medicine County  through economic stress. 
 

In 2016, a total of three hundred (300) households used the food shelf and eighteen thousand (18,000) pounds 
of food was distributed.  That means seven hundred and thirty-eight (738) individuals who live in Yellow 
Medicine County used the food shelf in 2016- some of them monthly. 
 

One hundred per cent (100%) of the proceeds raised by product, food, cash or checks 
goes back to people in Yellow Medicine County.  The more items or dollars raised- the 
more we can help relieve hunger in our   community.  
 

REMEMBER: Food shelves can stretch cash or checks further than food donations     
because of their access to discount products and programs. (Checks made out to Canby 
Food Shelf).  Boxes for donated food will be located in the church entry.   
 

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY SO OTHERS IN OUR COMMUNITY ARE NOT HUNGRY 
 

A look back...did you know?   

The beautiful windows in our Chapel portray our Christian belief in the Trinity:  Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit.  The windows were dedicated during a special worship service on October 11, 1970.   

The messages of these windows are included as an insert in this edition of our newsletter.  You can also read the 

information that is newly printed and hung on the wall in the Chapel. 

Thanks to Jody Olson for finding a copy of the 1970 church bulletin as she was going through some old paper-

work at home and to Ruth Ascher for photographing the windows and preparing this insert. 



Chapel Windows -- First Presbyterian Church, Canby, Minnesota 

The chapel windows symbolically portray our Christian   

belief in the Trinity:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

General Characteristics:  All three sets of  windows have 

the same basic color pattern.  The shades of brown at the 

bottom represent the world which God has created and  

redeemed.  The greens in the middle signify the various 

forms of life God has  created to inhabit  the earth.  The 

shades of blue on the top are characteristic of the heavens 

beyond the planet earth. 

 

Left  window -- God the Father, Creator, Lawgiver:   

The hand raised in fatherly benediction is set into the 

cross, symbolizing God’s love and redemptive power in the 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  The scroll, of course, suggests 

the giving of the law through Moses and it, to, points to the 

cross through which we have been set free. 

 

Middle  Window -- Jesus Christ, Son  of  the Father, 

Redeemer of man:   The Chi Rho symbol is a monogram 

which is the abbreviation of XPICTOC, the Greek word for 

Christ.  It represents human souls, meditating on Christ.  

The fish is symbolic of the body of Christ, the Church.   

This was used as a sign of recognition among the early 

Christians. “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  

The triangle and the  intertwined circles represent the   

Trinity as we understand it revealed in the Father, Son   

and Holy Spirit, one God. 

 

Right window -- God, the Holy Spirit:  The descending 

dove symbolizes the giving of the   Spirit of God to His   

people.  The tongues of fire represent the Day of Pentecost 

when Spirit came upon the apostles and disciples in the 

upper room after the ascension of Jesus.  An orb,              

representing the world, is surmounted by a cross,         

symbolizing the triumph of the Saviour over the sin of the 

world.  It signifies clearly the conquest of the world by the 

Gospel through the Word and Sacrament.  Under the orb, 

the square contains about 30 different crosses,              

representing the followers of Christ out in the world helping 

to bear the burdens of their fellowmen; thereby displaying 

to the world the love and mercy and forgiveness that is 

theirs in Jesus Christ.  

 

Windows dedicated October 11, 1970 



          Jan-17 
Year to 

Date 
2017 

Budget 
% of 

Budget   Jan-17 Year to Date 

Expenses     Income     

 General Expenses     Interest    

  Salaries     Local Mission 7,133.20 7,133.20 

   *Pastor 3,144.33 3,144.33 37,732 8.3% Per Capita Income 2,073.40 2,073.40 

   *Pastor - Tax Allowance   4,120  General Mission 135.00 135.00 

         PCUSA Special Offerings    

   Pulpit Supply   900  Special Mission Offerings    

   Other Salaries     Heifer Project    

    Custodian 539.00 539.00 11,000 4.9% Memorials    

    Employer Taxes 1,525.02 1,525.02 2,500 61.0% Thanksgiving Meal Income    

    Workman's Comp      Upper Room/Worship    

  Allowances (Pastor)     Fellowship/Hospitality 10.96 10.96 

   *Manse Utilities 308.33 308.33 3,700 8.3% Flowers    

   *Continuing Education-Books 500.00 500.00 750 66.7% Other Local Mission offerings    

   **Pension, health, disability  1,589.07 1,589.07 19,660 8.1% Other Income 100.00 100.00 

   * Family Dental 136.03 136.03 1,632 8.3% Special Donation    

         Lenten/Advent Meal    

  Mission     Manse Repair Fund    

   Per Capita   3,463  Building Improvement    

   General Mission   2,000  Transfer of funds  5,295.51 5,295.51 

   PCUSA Special Offerings     Good Friday Service Offering    

   The Connection   1,100  Tax credit/refunds    

   Special Mission Projects     Mission Committee 18.72 18.72 

   Heiffer  Project             

   Thanksgiving Meal           

         Total Income $14,766.79 $14,766.79 

  Committees        

   Christian Education/Outreach   1,500       

    Library    150  Assets Jan 2017     

    Camp     Checkbook Balance   $14,618.46 

   Worship/Hospitality   1,500  Coop Savings & Memorials  $43,462.87 

   Mission committee     Endowment PCUSA  $38,253.67 

  Building and Maintenance     Endowment First Security  $22,118.23 

   Church Utilities 1,184.37 1,184.37 10,000 11.8% Franklin Templeton Funds  $13,708.73 

   Church Repairs/Maintenance   3,000  Raymond James Fund  $8,843.32 

   Manse Repairs 43.00 43.00 2,000 2.2% Total Assets   $141,005.28 

   Custodial Supplies   500       

   Insurance   10,000  Total Liabilities   $0.00  

   Equipment   500        

   Property Tax - Fees   20     

            

  Office         

   Telephone, Internet 173.40 173.40 2,000 8.7%    

   Postage   50  Funds Carried over to 2017 from 2016 

   Supplies   500  (included in Checking Account)    

   Copier 108.87 108.87 1,200 9.1% Continuing Education 0.00   

   Web Page 24.95 24.95 300 8.3% Mission Committee 837.82   

   Office Equipment   500  Baby Closet 143.32   

   Professional Fees   300  Bible Camp 959.58   

   Car (vouchered)   500  Concerts 525.90   

   Office other 94.00 94.00 125     

   Session Expenses        

  Other Expenses     Income more than expenses (YTD):  $5,396.42 

   Miscellaneous           

Total  $9,370.37 $9,370.37 123,202  Income more than expenses (Jan 2017): $5,396.42 


