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Pastor’s Pen June 2017 
 
Mark 10:42-45 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the     
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever 
wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.  For 
even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
The Presbytery meeting in Worthington was held on Tuesday, May 16. One of the main pieces of business was a 
vote on a candidate for the new leadership position in the presbytery. What used to be called the executive presbyter 
is now called the executive director of presbytery mission.  The reason for the change was to show that the         
presbytery’s focus is on helping its congregations work together to do mission.  
 
 The commission that I co-chair was in charge of putting the job description and the search committee together. 
One major worry was that several presbyteries around us had given up on having a person in a top leadership       
position because of the expense. We feel it is still important, but were not sure that we would find someone who was 
willing to come to our little corner of the hinterlands for the amount of money we could pay. 
 
 After a lengthy search (almost a year) the committee found Rev. Dr. SanDawna Gaulman Ashley. Rev. Ashley 
not only has experience in church ministry both as a senior pastor and a solo pastor in churches in Pennsylvania, 
Delaware and Illinois, but her doctoral degree is in leadership development and congregational transformation. She 
is currently finishing work at the General Assembly office as Assistant Stated Clerk, and organizing the Big Tent 
conference happening this summer. She will be starting with us August 21st.  
 
 When I read about Dr. Ashley’s experience and accomplishments I was a little skeptical as to why someone so 
qualified would want to lead us here.  Let’s face it we are not exactly in the center of the church world, but she    
answered that question by saying she was very impressed with the people on our search team, and the way our    
presbytery has reorganized in the last year. She sees a group that has made change and is willing to embrace more, 
and she feels that she can help us with that.  
 
 God works in mysterious ways, and I for one am looking forward to the servant leadership that our new         
executive director of presbytery mission will provide. I am hoping that we will be able to invite her to visit us   
sometime after she gets settled into the position.  It is important for us to remember that we are bigger than just this 
congregation. We are part of a presbytery with 53 other churches, which is part of a very active synod that has 15 
presbyteries in it. And of course it is important to remember that we are part of a denomination that has over a     
million and a half members nationwide. We are not alone and need to be willing to reach out to work with other 
congregations. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 
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Church Events This Month 

Pastor Steve’s Vacation:  June 4-17 

Sun, June 4   Pentecost Sunday 

        CLUNKY CAN OFFERING FOR MISSIONS 

   Pentecost Offering for ‘at-risk’ children 

Wed, June 7  2:00 pm  Mission Committee 

   7:00 pm   Christian Education/Outreach 

Thurs, June 8  6:30 pm Property/Finance  

Wed, June 14, 6:30 pm Worship/Hospitality  

Wed, June 21, 6:30 pm Session       

Wed, June 28, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev, Steve Tyykila 

Cell:  1-651-341-5336 

Email:  styykila@gmail.com  

Greeters 

June 4  Bob & Arlene Briggs 

June 11  Doug & Marge Frazeur 

June 18  Patty Gubrud 

June 25  Randy & Donna Lopau 

   

Lectors   

June 4  Kathy Merrill 

June 11  Gene DeWit 

June 18  Steve Ascher 

June 25  Karen Houtman 

 

Ushers 

June 4  Lyle & Carol Tobin 

June 11  Keith & Betty Rehn 

June 18  Genevieve Tyykila 

June 25  Gary & Betty Hanna 

 

Deacon Bulletin Delivery 

June 4  Virgil Vanstrom 

June 11  Chuck Houtman 

June 18  Myron Busse 

June 25  Virgil Vanstrom 
 

Rides to Church 

Call:  Myron Busse, 223-7261, Duane Wallert, 
223-7267, or Gary Hanna, 223-5613 

 

Flower Care 
Barb Vanstrom 

June 1 Jaime Rydbom 

June 2 Arlene Briggs 

June 3 Steve Ascher 

June 4  Deb Bliss 

June 6   Leah Beman 

June 8 Lyman Anshus 

June 15 Marilyn Rhea 

June 22 Dewey Tetrick 

June 24 Morgan Tyykila 

Keith & Betty Rehn 6-2-74 

Doug & Marge Frazeur 6-13-72 

Terry & Laurie Yackley 6-16-73 

Reid & Kathy Merrill 6-17-73 

Duane & Charleen Wallert 6-21-59 

Paul & Judy Dillon 6-28-75 

BIRTHDAYS 

Attention Ushers: 

Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.) 
are now located in the cupboard of the former 
sound room in the Chapel.  Cookies are in the  
refrigerator in the basement. 



If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor Steve Tyykila by his 
cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use his email address,  styykila@gmail.com  (messages left on the 
church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a timely manner).  The Pastor will then 
make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.  Thank you. 

Our Prayer Partner Congregation is Faith Presbyterian Church of Silver Lake.  We are 
asked to pray for them regularly.  Continue to keep them in  prayer as they also pray  
for our congregation. 

Memorial Gift Suggestions 

If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian  

Church, the following categories are suggested: 

 Building Improvements     •   Electronic Equipment 

 Landscaping   •  Mission Projects   •  Library   

 Undesignated  •  Music 

Pastor’s Schedule:  Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled 
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm.   Also please let him know if you or a 
family member would like a visitation.  He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at home (507-223-
7848) or Cell (651-341-5336).  Pastor Steve will have vacation time from June 4 - 17. 

Stay Connected:  www.firstpresbyterianchurchofcanby.org is the church website with calendar info 
and devotions.  Find us on Facebook (First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) and enjoy links to            
theological articles, church humor, Sunday morning videos, etc. 
 

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.     

The Presbyterian Pentecost Offering will be collected 

on Sunday, June 4.  A gift to the Pentecost Offering 

helps the church encourage, develop and support its 

young people, and also address the needs of at-risk     

children.  40% of the Pentecost offering can be retained 

by individual congregations wanting to make an impact 

in the lives of young people within their own community.  

The remaining 60% is used to support ministries of the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

You are invited to bring in potted geraniums (the redder the better) to place in the chancel area on 
Pentecost Sunday, June 4. You may bring in single plants (which will be grouped in baskets)      
or larger pots. 

Later that week the geraniums will be planted in the Friendship Garden. We will enjoy the bright 

red blooms throughout the summer and into the fall.   



Session Synopsis - May 17, 2017 
 

Income for the month of April exceeded expenses by $4,895.49.  Year to date income is exceeding expenses 
by $9,440.31.  We were exceedingly blessed during the month of April to receive two unexpected large      
donations totaling $11,194 that helped us to not withdraw funds from savings to cover expenses.  One was a 
bequest from the James Rhea estate and the other from a family in the congregation.  Thank you.  Some     
expenses to note this month:  Camp fees: ($1,320); snow removal and annual piano tuning ($370); Quarterly 
employee taxes ($1,619.14) 
 

Pastor’s report - Discussion on: “Why has God placed First Presbyterian Church in Canby?” and “What 
would be missing if we were not here?”  Information was given regarding the visit by Rev. Alma Lili 
(Guatemala) and Edith Alvarez (Brainerd) to our church on May 17.   
  
CAMA report - Work on the kitchen at The Connection is moving along.  Grant applications for both CAMA 
and The Connection have been submitted. 
 

Presbytery Meeting, May 16 in Worthington:  Approval for a new Executive Director of Presbytery Mission, 
to begin August 21, 2017. Two retirements were acknowledged and an Inquirer was approved for Candidacy.   
 

Christian Ed/Outreach report - Plans for camp fundraiser, recognition of Sunday School teachers and Hat 
Days involvement were reported. 
 

Finance/Property report - Upkeep on the manse and church was reviewed.  A clean-up day was held on May 
4.  Replacement of the four lights in the basement hallway was approved.  An arrangement for Riley Sigler to 
care for the church lawn was noted. 
 

Mission Committee report - Meeting held on May 3 with discussion of Pentecost plans.  Work done following 
the meeting and recycling items packed: 45 toiletry bags filled and will be taken to the Women’s Shelter in 
Marshall, pop can tabs will go to Ronald McDonald House, Box Tops for Education will go to Canby Ele-
mentary, ink cartridges will go to The Connection, used eye glasses will go to the Lion’s Club.  Items in the 
Baby Closet were reevaluated and some packed for distribution. 
 

Worship/Hospitality report - Summer Worship in the Park will be August 6. 
 

Next meeting: Wednesday, June 21, 2017 at 6:30PM. 

A chuckle for all of our dads, 

Canby Hat Daze is June 16-18 

Plan to stop by the Christian Education/Outreach 

Committee’s WATERMELON booth in Central 

Park prior to the 3:00 parade.  Enjoy a slice then 

watch for our float in the Hat Daze Parade.         

Proceeds from free will donations will be used to 

purchase seeds for Presbyterian Mission Project. 

 

 



Mission Committee Report:   

 Doing some house cleaning?  If so, please remember that our church collects pop tabs, aluminum cans, 

eye glasses, hotel toiletries, ink cartridges, and box tops for education coupons.  Aluminum cans can be 

placed in the large container near the door to the church.  There is a special recycling corner in the narthex 

for all of the other items.   

 Recently the mission committee packed 45 toiletry bags that were taken to WRAP (Women’s Rural          

Advocacy Program), pop tabs to the Ronald McDonald House, box tops for education to Canby Elementary, 

ink cartridges to The Connection and eye glasses to the Lions Club. 

 Please note, also, that there is a NEW selection of sympathy cards, many get well and birthday cards.  

These can be sold individually or in packets.  The proceeds are used for a variety of projects of the           

Presbytery Women. 

Food for thought: 

Many believe that they need company at any cost, and certainly if a thing is desired at any cost, it will be ob-

tained at all costs.  We need to remember and to teach our children that solitude can be a much-to-be-desired 

condition.  Not only is it acceptable to be alone, at times it is positively to be wished for.  It is in the inter-

ludes between  being in company that we talk to ourselves.  In the silence we listen to ourselves.  Then we 

ask questions of ourselves.  We describe ourselves, and in the quietude we may even hear the voice of God. 

Maya Angelou, “Even the Stars Look Lonesome”    

Here are a couple photos from the muffin 

fund-raising event for camp that was held 

on Mother’s Day during coffee time.  Thank 

you for your generosity! 



          Apr-17 
Year to 

Date 
2017 

Budget 
% of 

Budget   Apr-17 Year to Date 

Expenses     Income     

 General Expenses     Interest    

  Salaries     Local Mission 19,089.00 37,926.20 

   *Pastor 2,610.66 12,043.65 37,732 31.9% Per Capita Income 79.60 2,431.60 

   *Pastor - Tax Allowance  1,030.00 4,120 25.0% General Mission 490.00 805.00 

         PCUSA Special Offerings 394.00 394.00 

   Pulpit Supply  300.00 900 33.3% Special Mission Offerings    

   Other Salaries     Heifer Project    

    Custodian 241.96 1,680.96 11,000 13.0% Memorials  90.00 

    Employer Taxes 1,619.14 3,144.16 2,500 125.7% Thanksgiving Meal Income    

    Workman's Comp  824.00 824.00   Upper Room/Worship    

  Allowances (Pastor)     Fellowship/Hospitality 2.00 12.96 

   *Manse Utilities 308.33 1,233.32 3,700 33.3% Flowers 133.00 133.00 

   *Continuing Education-Books  500.00 750 66.7% Other Local Mission offerings 418.00 818.00 

   **Pension, health, disability  1,670.98 6,585.91 19,660 33.5% Other Income  300.00 

   * Family Dental 136.03 544.12 1,632 33.3% Special Donation  10.00 

         Lenten/Advent Meal 59.00 232.00 

  Mission     Manse Repair Fund    

   Per Capita  3,462.60 3,463 100.0% Building Improvement 40.00 260.00 

   General Mission  500.00 2,000 25.0% Transfer of funds   5,295.51 

   PCUSA Special Offerings     Good Friday Service Offering    

   The Connection  250.00 1,100 22.7% Tax credit/refunds    

   Special Mission Projects     Mission Committee 44.74 147.66 

   Heiffer  Project             

   Thanksgiving Meal           

         Total Income $20,749.34 $48,855.93 

  Committees        

   Christian Education/Outreach  162.93 1,500 10.9%      

    Library    150  Assets April 2017     

    Camp 1,320.00 1,320.00   Checkbook Balance   $15,136.36 

   Worship/Hospitality 122.48 226.31 1,500 15.1% Coop Savings & Memorials  $59,025.43 

   Mission committee 700.00 709.80   Endowment PCUSA  $38,444.69 

  Building and Maintenance     Endowment First Security  $22,118.23 

   Church Utilities 632.70 4,053.28 10,000 40.5% Raymond James Fund  $9,710.02 

   Church Repairs/Maintenance 375.91 492.79 3,000 16.4% Total Assets   $144,434.73 

   Manse Repairs 74.13 166.82 2,000 8.3%      

   Custodial Supplies 14.38 68.34 500 13.7%      

   Insurance  2,664.50 10,000 26.6% Total Liabilities   $0.00  

   Equipment   500        

   Property Tax - Fees   20     

            

  Office         

   Telephone, Internet 185.51 729.41 2,000 36.5%    

   Postage   50  Funds Carried over to 2017 from 2016 

   Supplies 245.68 462.55 500 92.5% (included in Checking Account)     

   Copier 108.87 435.48 1,200 36.3% Continuing Education 0.00   

   Web Page 24.95 99.80 300 33.3% Mission Committee 128.02   

   Office Equipment   500  Baby Closet 143.32   

   Professional Fees   300  Bible Camp 0.00   

   Car (vouchered) 81.32 163.71 500 32.7% Concerts 525.90   

   Office other  94.00 125 75.2%    

   Session Expenses 12.00 12.00      

  Other Expenses     Income more than expenses (YTD):  $4,895.49 

   Miscellaneous           

Total  $11,309.03 $43,960.44 123,202 35.7% Income more than expenses (Apr 2017): $9,440.31 


