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Mark 6:30-32  The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. And he said to them, 
“Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had 
no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. 
  
 As many of you know I recently was on vacation with Genevieve and Morgan. We drove to western North   
Carolina stopping for a day in Chicago to see the Museum of Science and Industry. Along the way to where we were 
staying the age old question came up. Should we go to church on our vacation?  
 
 I know that some of our snowbird members have found places to worship near where they spend their winters. I 
would guess that there are some who also have found a church near the summer cabin as well. I know that when   
visiting relatives many will worship at their churches as well.  
 
 As a minister this can cause a bit of a conundrum for me because although I enjoy worship, it is also a very   
integral part of my job. At least one of my family members feels that we should not attend because of this, after all 
the point of a vacation is to get away from your job. On the flip side of this there are some definite advantages to 
visiting another congregation.  
 
 One advantage is that you are anonymous, nobody knows who you are, and there are no expectations. As a side 
point to this you can see how another congregation treats visitors. In most cases I have been able to say that we do it 
better than the churches I’ve visited. 
 
 Another advantage is that you can compare the worship service. Do they do things differently? Maybe there is 
something different or unique that we can shamelessly borrow for our service.  Another advantage is to be able to 
hear another person preach. Different styles of sermons bring the scripture to light in different ways.  
 
 In the case of our last vacation I realized that we would be going through Lexington Kentucky on Sunday   
morning, and one of my friends from CREDO happens to live there, so I checked to make sure she would be at her 
church for worship and we visited, much to the dismay of one of us.  
 
 I enjoyed the service. The congregation was much bigger than us (they have two services), and they organize 
things a bit differently than we do. The sermon was given by a retired guest pastor, and although it had a few       
moments I felt it was a bit light on theology and very heavy on the history of the last few head pastors of the church 
(which as a guest I honestly could not care less about). After the service it was nice to say hi to my friend and      
introduce my family to her. 
 
 The second Sunday off we were in a bit more of a hurry and so we did not participate in a service. In the end I 
find going to worship at other churches interesting, and depending upon my vacation circumstances I enjoy visiting 
other churches. I don’t think God is going to be too upset if we miss a Sunday or two here and there. I do hope that 
you will feel called to worship the Lord in some way on a regular basis; whether you are here in town, or out on the 
road. Not because God needs our worship, but because we need to express our thanks and adoration of God, and be 
in communion with our brothers and sisters in Christ. Christianity is a religion that requires community, wherever 
that community may be. 
       
Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 



 

First Presbyterian Church 

311 Saint Olaf Avenue N 

Canby, Minnesota 56220 

www.firstpresbyterianchurchofcanby.org    
507-223-5148 

 

 

Church Events This Month 

Sun, July 2   CLUNKY CAN OFFERING FOR MISSIONS 

Wed, July 5, 7:00 pm   Christian Education/Outreach 

Thurs, July 6,  6:30 pm Property/Finance  

Wed, July 12, 10:00 am Pastor’s Bible Study  

             7:00 pm  Deacons 

Wed, July 19, 6:30 pm Session  

Pastor Steve’s Continuing Education time:  July 24-30 

   
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev, Steve Tyykila 

Cell:  1-651-341-5336 

Email:  styykila@gmail.com  

Greeters 

July 2  Jody Olson 

July 9  Lloyd Swenson 

July 16  Duane & Charleen Wallert 

July 23  Gerry & Marcia Gingles 

July 30  Steve Ascher, Abigail & Emily 
   Geering  
 

Lectors   

July 2  Gene DeWit 

July 9  Marge Frazeur 

July 16  Kathy Merrill 

July 23  Betty Rehn 

July 30  Dede Burlingame 
 

Ushers 

July 2  Gary & Betty Hanna 

July 9  Chuck & Karen Houtman 

July 16  Reid & Kathy Merrill 

July 23  Keith & Betty Rehn 

July 30  Lyle & Carol Tobin 
 

Deacon Bulletin Delivery 

July 2  Jody Olson 

July 9  Virgil Vanstrom 

July 16  Myron Busse 

July 23  Marian Cordinor 

July 30  Jody Olson 
 

Rides to Church 

Call:  Myron Busse, 223-7261, Duane Wallert, 
223-7267, or Gary Hanna, 223-5613 

 

Flower Care 
Donna Monke 

July 3 Paul Dillon 

July 4 Keith Rehn 

July 10 Carol Tobin 

July 17 Scott Bliss 

July 19 Kathryn Tyykila 

July 23 Ellie Beman,              
        Leona Smith 

July 25 Randy Lopau 

 7-1-49, Dewey & Betsy Tetrick 

7-8-61, Larry & Dede Burlingame 

7-15-06, Tom & Kim (Dillon)   
  Melke 

7-30-66, Steve & Ruth Ascher 

BIRTHDAYS 

Attention Ushers: 

Serving Supplies (cups, napkins, silverware, etc.) 
are now located in the cupboard of the former 
sound room in the Chapel.  Cookies are in the  
refrigerator in the basement. 



If you would like to request prayers and to activate the Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor Steve Tyykila by his 
cell phone, 651-341-5336 or use his email address,  styykila@gmail.com  (messages left on the 
church’s answering machine may not be retrieved in a timely manner).  The Pastor will then 
make the necessary contacts to begin the prayer tree lists.  Thank you. 

Our Prayer Partner Congregation is Faith Presbyterian Church of Silver Lake.  We are 
asked to pray for them regularly.  Continue to keep them in  prayer as they also pray  
for our congregation. 

Memorial Gift Suggestions 

If you are considering a memorial gift to First Presbyterian  

Church, the following categories are suggested: 

 Building Improvements     •   Electronic Equipment 

 Landscaping   •  Mission Projects   •  Library   

 Undesignated  •  Music 

Pastor’s Schedule:  Pastor Steve Tyykila is available to talk with you either as a drop-in or a scheduled 
appointment during his regular office hours, Mon - Thurs, 8 am - 4 pm.   Also please let him know if you or a 
family member would like a visitation.  He is always available for EMERGENCY calls at home (507-223-
7848) or Cell (651-341-5336).  Pastor Steve will have continuing education time from July 24-30. 

Stay Connected:  www.firstpresbyterianchurchofcanby.org is the church website with calendar info 
and devotions.  Find us on Facebook (First Presbyterian Church of Canby, MN) and enjoy links to            
theological articles, church humor, Sunday morning videos, etc. 
 

Our Sunday Morning Service is 9:30 am.     

Evelyn Joyce Swenson’s memorial service was held at 

our church on Thursday, June 1.  Evelyn had been an 

active member of Fist Presbyterian Church, Canby for 

80 years. 

 

Our long time custodian, Duane Anderson (non-

member) recently passed away.  His service was held   

June 16 at Our Saviours Lutheran Church. 



Session Synopsis - June 21, 2017 
 

Income for the month of May exceeded monthly expenses by $1,165.82.  Year to date income is exceeding 
expenses this month by $5,527.27.  Income this month included the camp fund raiser ($487) and scholarships 
for the Pastor’s continuing education ($300).  There were no unusual expenses to note during May. 
 
Pastor’s report: Duane Anderson, our janitor for many years, passed away recently.  Action was taken to 
make a donation to assist in covering funeral expenses.  August 28 through September 9 was approved as   
vacation time for Pastor Steve including Sunday, September 3.  Also, vacation time was approved for January 
8-13, 2018.  Action regarding the Sunday service, if necessary, will be brought to Session at a later time. 
 
CAMA report: The kitchen at The Connection has been finished.  A new playset has been delivered.  Help is 
needed for The Connection at the YMC Fair on Friday and Saturday, July 13 & 14. 
 
Clerk’s report: Session minutes for the past year were recently approved by the Presbytery without exception.  
Action was taken to remove Evelyn Swenson from the church roll due to her death on May 27. 
 
Christian Education/Outreach:  $262 was realized on the recent muffin fundraiser for camp.  Plans for June 17 
Hat Days include giving away watermelon slices with donations accepted for “Seeds for Africa.” 
 
Finance/Property: Work completed and remaining to be done at the manse was noted.  Help is needed to  
power wash the deck and apply weather sealant.  Work completed (cleaning) and remaining to be done at the 
church was noted.  Action was taken to approve the repair of the sound system (projected cost: $900). 
 
Mission Committee: “Overflowing Generosity” will be an emphasis on the gift of water during the month of 
July.  A display will be set up in the narthex.  Items related to the Baby Closet were discussed. 
 
Worship/Hospitality: Worship in the Park is scheduled for Sunday, August 6. 
 
Next meeting is July 19, 2017 at 6:30PM.     

Food for thought:  “Most people are worth knowing, if you will take time to understand them.      
Unfamiliarity with other people, ignorance of other people, is what makes war possible and violence 
possible, and it drives all the social divisions in a school or in a town, nation, or world. When you   
understand people well enough, you can’t help but love them, even if you hate them too. If you think 
those are incompatible emotions, I remind you to think about your relationship with almost any close 
family member. Understanding people is indeed loving them….Hatred is what we feel when we do 
not understand. Are there some people so over the top with their evil deeds that they do not qualify for 
this sweeping statement? Some people may take more understanding than we are capable of pos-
sessing.”  Doris “Granny D” Haddock  from her book, “Granny D:  Walking Across America in My 90th 
Year.  

 

 

On February 29, 2000, ninety-year-old Doris “Granny D” Haddock completed her 3,200-mile, fourteen-month 
walk from Los Angeles to Washington D.C. She walked through 105-degree deserts and blinding blizzards, 
despite arthritis and emphysema. Along her way, her remarkable speeches — rich with wisdom, love, and   
political insight — transformed individuals and communities and jump-started a full-blown movement. She 
became a national heroine.  
 
On her journey, Haddock kept a diary — tracking the progress of her walk and recalling events in her life and 
the insights that have given her. Granny D celebrates an exuberant life of love, activism, and adventure — 
from writing one-woman feminist plays in the 1930s to stopping nuclear testing near an Eskimo fishing village 
in 1960 to Haddock’s current crusade. Threaded throughout is the spirit of her beloved hometown of Dublin/
Peterborough, New Hampshire — Thornton Wilder’s inspirations for Grover’s Corner in Our Town —            
a quintessentially American center of New England pluck, Yankee ingenuity and can-do attitude. 



Mission Committee Report:   

 We're excited to announce our church's participation in the Presbyterian's Giving Catalog's OVER-
FLOWING GENEROSITY activity during the month of July!  To celebrate the role that water has been in 
bringing people together for centuries, we'll take this opportunity to come together to help provide clean   
water for those in need throughout the world. 

 Please stop at our display in the narthex. Help yourself to a small bottle of water and make a donation   
in the watering container.   Checks can be made to the church with notation of "Mission project."  (Even the 
smallest 'drop of generosity' can join with others to make a huge difference for those in need of life giving 
water!) 

 All $$ will be used to purchase items such as jerry cans ($20), shares of a well ($50), water filters ($50), 
or rainwater catchment systems ($75).   THANK YOU! 

 Millions of people around the world lack convenient access to clean water, and 

must fetch water for daily living from a well or other water source. Your gift of 

$20 provides up to 10 jerry cans, which provide a family with an easier method 

of transporting water to their homes. 

Rainwater can be a precious resource when collected, 
stored, and filtered properly. Help communities collect     
usable water for irrigation and washing with a rainwater 
catchment system. 

Photos of interest for you: 

Millie Saltee sends greetings to every-

one.  She celebrated her 98th birthday 

in May.  You can see other photos from 

the event on the bulletin board. 

Pastor Alma Lili Rodriquez from Guatemala and Edith Alveraz, 

translator and elder from Brainerd were guests at our church 

on May 17.  While in Canby they toured The Connection and 

took time to talk with children in the program.  They also   

visited other churches within the Presbytery.  



          May-17 
Year to 

Date 
2017 

Budget 
% of 

Budget   May-17 Year to Date 

Expenses     Income     

 General Expenses     Interest    

  Salaries     Local Mission 6,518.00 44,444.20 

   *Pastor 3,144.33 15,721.65 37,732 41.7% Per Capita Income  2,431.60 

   *Pastor - Tax Allowance  1,030.00 4,120 25.0% General Mission 150.00 955.00 

         PCUSA Special Offerings  394.00 

   Pulpit Supply  300.00 900 33.3% Special Mission Offerings    

   Other Salaries     Heifer Project    

    Custodian 232.50 1,946.50 11,000 17.6% Memorials  90.00 

    Employer Taxes  3,144.16 2,500 125.7% Thanksgiving Meal Income    

    Workman's Comp   824.00   Upper Room/Worship    

  Allowances (Pastor)     Fellowship/Hospitality  12.96 

   *Manse Utilities 308.37 1,541.69 3,700 41.7% Flowers  133.00 

   *Continuing Education-Books  500.00 750 66.7% Other Local Mission offerings 487.00 1,305.00 

   **Pension, health, disability  1,638.31 8,191.55 19,660 41.7% Other Income 300.00 600.00 

   * Family Dental 136.03 680.15 1,632 41.7% Special Donation  10.00 

         Lenten/Advent Meal  232.00 

  Mission     Manse Repair Fund    

   Per Capita  3,462.60 3,463 100.0% Building Improvement 120.00 380.00 

   General Mission  500.00 2,000 25.0% Transfer of funds   5,295.51 

   PCUSA Special Offerings     Good Friday Service Offering    

   The Connection  250.00 1,100 22.7% Tax credit/refunds    

   Special Mission Projects     Mission Committee 59.82 207.48 

   Heiffer  Project             

   Thanksgiving Meal           

         Total Income $7,634.82 $56,490.75 

  Committees        

   Christian Education/Outreach  162.93 1,500 10.9%      

    Library    150  Assets May 2017     

    Camp  1,320.00   Checkbook Balance   $16,826.97 

   Worship/Hospitality 122.58 348.89 1,500 23.3% Coop Savings & Memorials  $59,025.43 

   Mission committee  709.80   Endowment PCUSA  $38,632.83 

  Building and Maintenance     Endowment First Security  $22,134.74 

   Church Utilities 392.38 4,445.66 10,000 44.5% Raymond James Fund  $9,782.53 

   Church Repairs/Maintenance 76.98 569.77 3,000 19.0% Total Assets   $146,402.50 

   Manse Repairs 45.00 211.82 2,000 10.6%      

   Custodial Supplies 30.03 98.37 500 19.7%      

   Insurance  2,664.50 10,000 26.6% Total Liabilities   $0.00  

   Equipment   500        

   Property Tax - Fees 20.00 20.00 20 100.0%    

            

  Office         

   Telephone, Internet 188.67 918.08 2,000 45.9%    

   Postage   50  Funds Carried over to 2017 from 2016 

   Supplies  462.55 500 92.5% (included in Checking Account)  - NO CHANGE DURING MAY 

   Copier 108.87 544.35 1,200 45.4% Continuing Education 0.00   

   Web Page 24.95 124.75 300 41.6% Mission Committee 128.02   

   Office Equipment   500  Baby Closet 143.32   

   Professional Fees   300  Bible Camp 0.00   

   Car (vouchered)  163.71 500 32.7% Concerts 525.90   

   Office other  94.00 125 75.2%    

   Session Expenses  12.00      

  Other Expenses     Income more than expenses (YTD):  $5,527.27 

   Miscellaneous           

Total  $6,469.00 $50,963.48 123,202 41.4% Income more than expenses (May 2017): $1,165.82 


